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“Belt and Road”: One Decade
of Successful Global Cooperation

This thematic issue of the journal Progress, published
by the Foundation “For the Serbian people and
the state’, is dedicated to the tenth anniversary of
the beginning of the implementation of the “Belt
and Road’; which was initiated by President of the
People’s Republic of China Xi Jinping.

Looking back at the decade since the successful
beginning of the project implementation, we may
state that it is the greatest multilateral project
ever, not counting, of course, the creation and
development of the Organization of United
Nations, which includes more than 150 countries.
Although there have been attempts to present this
project primarily as an economic, infrastructural
and investment one, it cannot be reduced only
to that dimension because it has marked China’s
great opening up to the cooperation with the whole
world and in all spheres: from investments in
infrastructural projects, via cooperation in the fields
of virology and public health, which was particularly
pronounced during the COVID-19 pandemic, to

cooperation in the fields of ecology and culture.
Therefore, it is a comprehensive cooperation at the
global level, closely connected with President Xi
Jinping’s vision about three global initiatives. Most
importantly, the basic principle of this cooperation
is its voluntariness: every sovereign country which
believes that it will have interest in participating in
the “Belt and Road” initiative is welcome and it will
participate in those fields subject to its interests. The
inclusive characteristic of the “Belt and Road” has
extraordinary significance for small countries, often
used to being forced to participate in an international
initiative or not, regardless of how they would choose
of their own free will. We believe this is exactly the
reason for the large success of this initiative.

By expressing our honour to President of the
People’s Republic of China for initiating this global
initiative and by publishing the texts of Chinese
and Serbian authors in this issue dedicated to the
“Belt and Road” implementation, we would like to
welcome President Xi Jinping to Serbia.
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Get a Keen Grasp of the Inherent Relations
between the Vision of a Human Community
with a Shared Future and the
Three Global Initiatives

Summary: The focus of this research is on the Global Civilization Initiative, the Global Development Initiative and
the Global Security Initiative of General Secretary Xi Jinping as China’s unique and strategic response to the global
society challenges and the vision of future progress. Economic growth is the foundation of security and civilization,
while further work will show the importance of the vision of Chinese communists who, in the era of deep changes
and crises, see a solution in the fact that the progress of other countries leads to the establishment of the world
of wellbeing and safety. The three initiatives are inherently connected and mutually strengthening, which points to
the road of progress of human society from three different perspectives - growth, security and civilization. China
will work hard on their implementation in order to help the international community to achieve the United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and inject strong impetus into global economic growth because it is

the pathway towards world peace and cooperation.

Keywords: three global initiatives, economic growth, global security, friendship, planetary harmony

In March 2023, General Secretary Xi Jinping pro-
posed to the world the Global Civilization Initiative
(GCI) at the CPC in Dialogue with World Political
Parties High Level Meeting. It was then that the
last piece was added to the organic unity consisting
of the vision of a human community with a shared
future, the Global Development Initiative (GDI)
and the Global Security Initiative (GSI). The uni-
ty, following the trend of human progress and in
response to the once-in-a-century changes of the
world, points to the right direction where the world

at the crossroads should go. It is a new development
of Xi Jinping Thought on Diplomacy and speaks
volumes about the sense of history, the sense of
mission and responsibility and the global vision of
the Chinese Communists with Comrade Xi Jinping
as their chief representative. To break new ground
in advancing the major country diplomacy with
Chinese characteristics, we must get a sound grasp
of the scientific nature and the considerable signif-
icance of this unity and the inherent relationship
between the vision and the three global initiatives.
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From the historical perspective, the three
global initiatives, accurately reflecting three ma-
jor themes of human progress, constitute three
pillars supporting the overarching vision of a
human community with a shared future.

Throughout the long river of history, different
civilizations, flowing and converging from time to
time, have surged forward like the waves. Along
with the continuous progressing of human society
and the deepening of globalization, countries have
become increasingly connected and inter-depend-
ent, gradually forming a community with a shared
future. Meanwhile, people of all countries come to
realize that material abundance, peace and stability
and cultural prosperity are what all societies aspire
to. To achieve them, we need growth, security and
civilization, which complement and reinforce each
other. As an ancient Chinese saying goes, “Only
when the granary is full will people learn etiquette;
only when people are well-fed and clothed will they
know honor and shame” Growth is the basis for se-
curity and civilization. Only when all countries pros-
per can peace lasts and civilization thrives. Another
ancient Chinese saying goes that “Stability brings a
country prosperity while instability leads a country
to poverty.” Security is the prerequisite of growth
and civilization, without which the latter cannot
be achieved. Ancient Chinese also believe that the
civilized tend to enjoy safety while the uncivilized
are more prone to troubles and danger. Civilization
is what grows on the basis of growth and security.
It is the accumulation of a people’s cultural pursuit
and carries the imprint of a nation’s history. It has
a gradual and imperceptible influence on people’s
way of thinking and doing things, providing spiritual
strength to the cause of development and security.

PROGRESS
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The three global initiatives, inherently connect-
ed and reinforcing each other, point out the way
forward for the progress of human society from three
different perspectives, namely growth, security and
civilization. They are the main buttresses supporting
the vision to build a human community with a shared
future. The GDI, from the perspective of growth, an-
swers the question of what development philosophy
people need and how to achieve global development.
It aims at creating the material foundation for this
human community with a shared future. The GSI,
from the perspective of security, focuses on the issue
of what security concept humanity needs and how
to achieve universal security. It aims at building the
security guarantee for the community. The GCI,
from the perspective of the upper structure, answers
the question of how to view different civilizations
and how to enable exchanges and mutual-learning
among them. It aims at building the cultural foun-
dation for the human community.

From the perspective of practice, focusing
on the prominent issues amid the profound
changes, unseen in a century, the three global
initiatives provide viable paths for the world to
build a human community with a shared future.

Today, our world, our times, and the historical
course are changing in ways like never before. The
global economic recovery is weak and faltering,
various security challenges keep emerging, mis-
understanding, estrangement and conflicts among
civilizations still exist, and deficits in global peace,
development, security and governance are going
from bad to worse. As the world has entered a new
round of turbulence and transformation, humanity
has once again reached a crossroads in history. Its
future depends on the choice of all peoples around



the world. At this historical juncture, General Sec-
retary Xi Jinping, with his great foresight, sets the
direction for the world by proposing the vision of
building a human community with a shared future
as the overarching goal, and the three global initia-
tives as the action plans to address the outstanding
issues facing humanity, and call on all countries
to join the just cause.

The three global initiatives, centering on the
overarching goal of building a human community

Liu Jianchao

Get a Keen Grasp of the Inherent Relations between
the Vision of a Human Community with a Shared Future
and the Three Global Initiatives

with a shared future, are three well-conceived pre-
scriptions that aim to take on the fundamental ills
of the world and address their crux, a fine example
of the problem-oriented approach. Targeting issues
like humanity’s survival, development and modern-
ization, the GDI has effectively responded to the
strong aspiration and urgent need of the internation-
al community, developing countries in particular, for
faster economic growth. It also focuses on tackling
the unbalanced and inadequate development within

President of the Republic of Serbia, Aleksandar Vuci¢, with President of the People’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping and other world
leaders at the opening ceremony of the Third Forum for International Cooperation “Belt and Road”, Beijing, October 2023
Photo: Dimitrije Gol
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and among nations, thus setting the direction for
the cause of global development and global coop-
eration on development. Going forward, China will
work hard to implement the GDI, so as to help the
international community to achieve the United Na-
tions 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at
a faster pace and inject strong impetus into global
economic growth. On issues related to conflicts,
wars, stability and peace, the GSI sheds light on the
practical pathway to global security governance. It
serves not only as a sound guidance for humanity
to deal with global security challenges, but also a
viable solution to regional hot-spots and geopo-
litical conflicts. China’s success in brokering the
reconciliation between Saudi Arabia and Iran, and
its commitment to promoting the political settle-
ment of the Ukraine crisis through peace talks are all
cases in point of how we resolve security dilemmas
by following through the GSI. Targeting issues like
misunderstanding, estrangement, lack of mutual
trust and inclusiveness among civilizations, the GCI
aims to achieve the dialectical unity of diversity
and commonality of civilizations, by seeking the
common ground among them while fully respecting
their diversity. On the one hand, the GCI highlights
the importance of inheritance as each civilization
has its own rich past. Meanwhile, it also emphasizes
the need to fully harness the relevance of its past
to the present times as history is always a mirror to
understand the present and future. It then advo-
cates building a global network for inter-civilization
dialogue and robust international people-to-peo-
ple exchanges and cooperation to promote mutual
understanding and friendship among people of all
countries and pool greater consensus for inter-civ-
ilization exchanges and mutual learning.

PROGRESS
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From the perspective of philosophy, the
vision of building a human community with a
shared future and the three global initiatives
demonstrate salient theoretical characters and
the unity of the worldview and the methodology.

The vision of building a human community
with a shared future provides scientific answers
to the epochal questions of what kind of world we
should build and how to build it. The vision, to-
gether with the new outlook on growth, security
and civilization encompassed in the three global
initiatives, represent the worldview of China and
the Chinese Communists in the new era. They also
provide the methodology for putting that world-
view into practice, as they contain not only pro-
found political wisdom but also many practical
pathways and measures. Thus, they represent the
unity of both the worldview and the methodology.

The vision of building a human community with
a shared future and the three global initiatives are
scientific. They encapsulate the stances, viewpoints,
and methods of Marxism, reflecting the hallmarks
of Marxism, and demonstrating salient theoretical
characters. Underpinned by dialectical and historical
materialism, the vision and the three global initiatives
reveal the laws governing the development of human
society and its future direction. They also provide
scientific methods and pathway to advance human
society, demonstrating the great power of truth.

The vision of building a human community with
ashared future and the three global initiatives are peo-
ple-centered. Focusing on the aspiration for a better
life of peoples around the world, the vision and the
three global initiatives highlight the overall interests of
humanity and strive to improve the common wellbeing
of all peoples. Moreover, they care for each individual.



Actively responding to the yearning of peoples of vari-
ous countries for peace, development and cooperation,
the vision and the three global initiatives are commit-
ted to creating conditions to realize and guarantee each
individual’s well-rounded development.

The vision of building a human community
with a shared future and the three global initia-
tives are practical. They embody the CPC’s strong
sense of responsibility to promote world harmony
through concrete actions. More facts will prove
their correctness and imperativeness. Their mean-
ing and theoretical system will be further enriched
with the changes of situation.

From the perspective of civilization, the vi-
sion of a human community with a shared future
and the three global initiatives, rooted in the
Chinese civilization, steer theoretical innovation
on international relations in the new era.

As General Secretary Xi Jinping noted, “To
meet our common challenges and create a better fu-
ture for all, we look to culture and civilization to play
their role, which is as important as the role played
by economy, science, and technology” The Chinese
civilization advocates affinity between all people
and all creatures, and peace among all nations as it
believes that humanity rises and falls together, which
underlies the way we Chinese view and understand
societies and peoples of different regions and lan-
guages. For us, an ideal society pursues the common
good as a just cause and advances common inter-
ests of all. The sound economic ethics put people’s
enrichment and wellbeing first and uphold justice
while pursuing interest. The right security concept
favors virtue over war and believes that essence of
using force is to stop violence. The correct way to
engage with other civilizations is to seek harmony

Liu Jianchao
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without uniformity and appreciate other cultures
and promote shared prosperity. The most important
principle to uphold when interacting with others is
credibility, amity and good-neighborliness. What
the vision of a human community with a shared fu-
ture and the three global initiatives pursue — namely
peaceful co-existence, win-win cooperation, inclu-
siveness, and shared growth — has been all along in
the genes of the Chinese civilization. They speak
volumes about the defining features of the Chinese
civilization, namely its continuity, creativity, con-
sistency, inclusiveness, and peaceful nature. They
are a fine example of how our Party adapts the basic
tenets of Marxism to China’s specific realities and
its fine traditional culture. They also represent a
major breakthrough by the Party in its exploration
for the future of humanity.

Traditional Western theories of international
relations tend to observe the world from the per-
spectives of strength and geo-politics. Theories
like “the hegemonic stability” and “the clash of civ-
ilizations” are imbued with exclusionary ideas. In
contrast, the core tenets of the vision of a human
community with a shared future and the three global
initiatives are rooted in the Chinese civilization. At
the same time, they are highly consistent with the
purposes and principles of the UN Charter including
developing friendly relations among nations based
on sovereign equality and respect for equal rights
of peoples, maintaining international security by
collective and peaceful means, and achieving inter-
national cooperation in solving international prob-
lems of an economic, social, or cultural character.
These creative and ingenious views on international
relations demonstrate oriental wisdom and provide
a new perspective and paradigm for humanity to

|13
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think about ways of engagement among nations and
ways to tackle global challenges. Such a mindset,
totally different from that of the traditional Western
theories in nature, determines that China will never
tread the old path of seeking hegemony even when it
grows in strength, engage in hegemonism or power
politics, pursue its own security at the cost of the
security of others, stoke division or confrontation,
or create small circles to alienate those with differ-
ent views. Instead, China will remain committed to
promoting world peace, driving global development
and safeguarding the international order.

The vision of a human community with a shared
future and the three global initiatives uphold and
apply Marxist stances, viewpoints and methods,
and constitute a well-developed system of thought
with compelling logic. They reflect a keen grasp of
the law of history and the Chinese civilization, and

the deep reflection on the questions presented by
the times. The three global initiatives, which are
interconnected, interdependent and mutually rein-
forcing, provide a strong underpinning for the vision
of a global community with a shared future and
offer China’s solution to build a better world. On the
new journey ahead, guided by Xi Jinping Thought
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era, in undertaking the CPC’s external work
we will continue to implement Xi Jinping Thought
on Diplomacy, hold high the banner of the human
community with a shared future, and pool positive
energy worldwide to deliver the three global initia-
tives. We will honor the Party’s solemn commitment
to seeking progress for humanity and harmony for
the world, and make an even greater contribution
to the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and the
advancement of the cause of human progress.
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Unveiling Historical Laws of the Rise and
Fall of Human Civilization and Pointing to
Path for Civilization Advancement:
Theoretical Connotation and Practical Value
of the Global Civilization Initiative

Summary: Analyzing strategic advantages and the depth of the Global Civilization Initiative and its role in the
modernization of humanity, through the practice of the Chinese path and respect for diversities, the author offers
a scientific vision of further development of the planet and directions of progress. The opening of the ancient Silk
Road provided important channels for the exchange of cultures, goods and information between the East and
the West, laying a strong foundation for further cooperation of civilizations. Even after numerous social, political
and economic changes in the international environment, China remains firm in pursuing independent foreign
politics of peace, vigorously advocating Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence ad for continued expansion of
friendly exchanges and mutually useful cooperation with the countries throughout the world which have different
cultures and ideologies. The global security deficit can be solved only through honest understanding and respect,
and that is why China insists on mutual consultation and understanding with the promotion of shared progress
through cooperation.

Keywords: Global Civilization Initiative, mutual cooperation, unity, scientific socialism, modernization

At the CPC in Dialogue with World Political Par-
ties High-level Meeting, General Secretary Xi
Jinping put forward for the first time the Global
Civilization Initiative, which profoundly answered
the “question of humanity’s modernization” and
instilled confidence and strength into the promo-
tion of coexistence, exchange and mutual appre-
ciation of different civilizations, the progress of

humanity’s modernization and the prosperity of
the garden of world civilizations. The Global Civ-
ilization Initiative originates from the exploration
and practice of the Chinese path to modernization
and draws on the experiences and lessons of all
civilizations, embodying the historical laws and
practical logic of the progress of human civili-
zations. With rich theoretical connotation and
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significant practical value, the Global Civilization
Initiative demonstrates the wisdom and commit-
ment of an ancient civilization with a history of
more than 5,000 years, and is another important
scientific solution provided by China in the new
era to address the challenges faced by the entire
human race.

Profoundly Unveiling the Historical
Laws of the Rise and Fall of Human
Civilizations

Each of the various civilizations created by
mankind has its own distinctive characteristics,
and they together have made important con-
tributions to the development and progress of
humanity, accumulating a rich heritage. Based
on a profound understanding of the historical



development process of human civilizations and
the new form of human advancement brought
about by the Chinese path to modernization,
the Global Civilization Initiative emphasises
respect for diversity of global civilizations and
promotes a civilizational perspective of equal-
ity, mutual learning, dialogue and inclusive-
ness. In any period of history, civilizations can
be “beautiful in their own right and appreciate
the beauty of others” so long as they focus on
exchanges, mutual learning and inclusiveness.
On the contrary, any civilization that advocates
the estrangement, collision, and superiority be-
tween civilizations, based on a winner-takes-all
approach, even though it may gain the upper
hand that is powered through for a while, will
eventually lose in the long run. As crystallization
of labour and wisdom, every civilization em-
bodies and perpetuates the spiritual lineage of a
country and a nation, whose historical heritage
and development innovations must follow the
laws governing historical development and con-
form to historical trends. Chinese civilization,
the only great civilization in the world that has
been developing without interruption, has been
rooted in the fertile soil of a multi-ethnic culture
that is harmonious in diversity and has achieved
inclusive development through exchanges and
mutual learning with other civilizations.

Let cultural exchanges transcend estrange-
ment. As an old Chinese saying goes, “Learning
alone without exchanges with others will lead to
ignorance” The interactions among civilizations
serves as the basis for the harmonious coexistence
of humanity. In historical practice, communication
among civilizations sustained various constraints

Gao Xiang
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Theoretical Connotation and Practical Value of the Global
Civilization Initiative

due to differences in geography, language and cog-
nition, resulting in long-standing barriers. Never-
theless, mankind never relented in its efforts to
promote the exchanges among civilizations. The
opening of the ancient Silk Road, for example,
provided an important channel for the exchanges
and interactions between the Eastern and Western
civilizations. Through the Silk Road, economic,
cultural and scientific exchanges among countries
such as the ancient China, India, Persia, Arabia and
Rome continued to expand, greatly contributing
to the development and progress of human civili-
zations. Many achievements of people-to-people
exchanges were absorbed during the formation and
development of ancient Chinese and Western phi-
losophy, laying a sound foundation for exchanges
among civilizations. It is not of pure coincidence
in history that the ideas of Confucius and Plato are
similar in some way. Their historical and cultural
roots may be traced back to the exchanges and in-
tegration of early human civilizations. In modern
times, exchanges and cooperation among countries
around the world have become more frequent and
extensive, and human society has thus created a
more integrated modern civilization. At the begin-
ning of the 20th century, Marxism spread from the
West to China, and China and European countries,
as representing Eastern and Western civilizations
respectively, came across an important turning
point for exchanges among civilizations. After its
birth, the Communist Party of China (CPC), taking
Marxism as its guiding ideology, has broken new
ground for Chinese revolution and development,
demonstrating the charm of Chinese civilization,
and contributing to the enrichment and develop-
ment of world civilization to a greater extent.

| 17
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Let mutual learning transcend collision. As
a Chinese adage goes, a delicious soup is cooked
by combining different ingredients. Diversity of
civilizations endows different civilizations with
unique charm, and it is only by complementing
each other’s advantages and learning from each
other can we enhance the quality of our own civ-
ilization and promote the creative development
of human civilizations. There is no such thing as
a perfect civilization or a good-for-nothing civili-
zation in the world. Civilizations are enriched by
mutual learning and sublimated by integration.
The strong vitality demonstrated by Chinese civ-
ilization in our era lies in the extensive borrowing
and absorption of advanced human civilization
achievements. By combining the basic principles
of Marxism with China’s reality and the excellent
Chinese traditional culture, the CPC has scored a
series of major theoretical achievements and led
the Chinese people of all ethnic groups to create
a form of civilization featuring coordinated de-
velopment of material, political, cultural-ethical,
social and ecological advancement, providing
valuable experience and useful reference for the
development and revitalization of civilizations in
other countries. China remains firm in pursuing
an independent foreign policy of peace, vigor-
ously advocates the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence, and continuously expands friendly
exchanges and mutually beneficial cooperation
with countries around the world with different
cultures and ideologies. Unlike some Western
scholars and politicians who vigorously advocate
the theory of clash of civilizations in the inter-
national community, the Chinese people are not
only deeply aware of the differences between the

PROGRESS
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Chinese civilization and other civilizations, but
also committed to promoting broader and high-
er-level dialogues among civilizations, striving to
transcend collision of civilizations through mutual
learning among civilizations.

Letinclusion transcend alleged superiority. As
an old Chinese saying goes, diversity in harmony
generates while sameness stifles vitality. There is no
superiority or inferiority of civilizations, only dif-
ferences in characteristics. All civilizations deserve
respect, and this is the necessary broad-minded-
ness for dealing with different civilizations. His-
tory has shown that only through inclusiveness
can human civilizations have the impetus to ex-
change and learn from each other, and only by
transcending the alleged superiority of some civ-
ilization can all civilizations achieve progress and
everlasting development in exchanges and mutual
learning. Drawing on their economic, technolog-
ical and military advantages since modern times,
some Western countries have alleged superiority of
Western races, cultures and civilization, claiming
Western civilization as the end of human history.
This view of civilization, with its distinctive fea-
ture of capitalist ideology, not only makes Western
culture suffer from increasing narrow-mindedness
and seclusion, but will also inevitably intensify the
clash of civilizations, inducing hatred and unrest
among nations. Throughout its 5,000-year history
of civilization development, the Chinese people
have always followed the principle of “diversity
in harmony’, and have made an indelible contri-
bution to human advancement by understanding
and respecting the civilizations of other countries
while maintaining their cultural self-confidence.
Since the founding of the People’s Republic of



China, the Chinese Government and people have
firmly advocated that civilizations should respect
and learn from each other and that each country
follows the path of civilization development that
is consistent with its own reality and the needs
of its people. China will never engage in cultural
colonialism or ideological export, nor will it seek
to change the political systems and development
models of other countries, and even less interfere
in the internal affairs of other countries. China
stands firmly against all forms of alleged superior
civilization and all obsessive attempts to transform
or even replace other civilizations, striving for har-
monious coexistence of different civilizations with
mutual appreciation.

In-depth Understanding of the
Practical Logic of the Progress
of Human civilizations

The Global Civilization Initiative not only pro-
vides ideological guidance for the progress of
human civilizations, but also clarifies the pursuit
of values, indicates the direction of advancement
and points to a practical path for the progress of
human civilizations from a rational and pragmat-
ic perspective, thus becoming a guide for action
in advancing humanity’s modernization process
and making the garden of world civilizations
flourish.

The Global Civilization Initiative upholds
the pursuit of values for the progress of human
civilizations. In the course of thousands of years
of development, human civilizations have gradu-
ally absorbed the values of peace, development,
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equity, justice, democracy and freedom, which
are shared by the entire mankind and constitute
distinctive mark of advanced civilizations. Peace
and development are the common cause of man-
kind, equity and justice are the shared ideals, and
democracy and freedom, the common aspiration.
In the face of a complicated world, humanity’s
shared values serve as a largest concentric circle
for mankind to build broad consensus, arriving
at the greatest common divisor for all peoples in
aspiring a better future, and leading the value ori-
entation to work together for a better world. To
advocate the shared values of mankind, countries
need to uphold a highly responsible attitude to-
wards the future and destiny of humanity, to keep
an open mind in appreciating the perceptions of
values by different civilizations, and to respect
the exploration of path to values by people of all
countries. Instead of imposing their own values
or models on others or stoking ideological con-
frontation, countries should adhere to the shared
values of mankind in a concrete and realistic
way in their practice of fulfilling the interests of
their peoples.

The Global Civilization Initiative makes
clear the direction of progress of human civili-
zations. Throughout history, mankind as a whole
has progressed towards the development of pro-
ductive forces, political equity and justice, and
well-rounded development of individuals, and
towards peace, cooperation, development and
win-win situations. However, this progress is not
about setup divide of history, but continuously
innovating in the inheritance of civilizations. At
the practical level, it is about fully tapping into the
historical and cultural values of each country and
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promote the creative transformation and inno-
vative development of its fine traditional culture
in modernization process. As the foundation for
the inheritance and development of a country
and a nation, the fine traditional culture not only
needs to be protected and passed on from gener-
ation to generation, but also requires innovation
in modernization by keeping pace with the times.
In the process of its formation and development,
traditional culture is inevitably subject to the
limitations and constraints of people’s level of
understanding, the historical conditions and the
social systems at different times, and inevitably
bears the imprint of the old times, and contains
obsolete and outdated things. That requires mak-

PROGRESS
Vol. V/No. 1
2024,

ing correct choices in the context of moderniza-
tion requirements while studying, researching
and applying traditional culture. Adhering to the
principle of making the past serve the present and
learning from the past, we should carry forward
the traditional culture in a discriminative way.
We should promote the integration of traditional
culture and the contemporary culture in creative
transformation and innovative development. All
countries around the world should respond to the
new requirements of the progress of the times,
strengthen the harness of the relevance of their
own histories and cultures to the present times,
carry forward the spirit of fine traditional cul-
ture that transcends time and space, transcends

View of Gulangyu Island, which is in the UNESCO World Heritage list, Xiamen, the Province of Fujian
Photo: Ivona Kati¢



national boundaries, that is full of eternal charm
and values to our times, and make the most basic
cultural genes of their countries to adapt to the
trends of the times, harmonize with the contem-
porary society and co-exist with the rich and col-
ourful civilizations created by people all over the
world, so as to provide correct ideological guid-
ance and immense impetus for pushing forward
the progress of human civilizations.

The Global Civilization Initiative provides a
practical path to the progress of human civilizations.
Countries around the world have nurtured their
respective brilliant civilizations, complementing
each other, thus laying a solid foundation for
international people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation, which not only are important ways
to promote mutual understanding and affinity
among peoples of different countries and jointly
advance the progress of human civilizations, but
more significantly serve as important pillars for
building a new type of international relations in
the new era. To this end, the Global Civilization
Initiative proposes a practical path to strengthening
international people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation, with a focus on exploring ways to build
a global network for cross-civilization dialogue and
cooperation, enriching the content of exchanges
and expanding avenues of cooperation, so as to
promote the development of diverse human
civilizations through rich and colourful people-
to-people exchanges and cooperation. First, we
should improve the mechanism and innovate the
methods for people-to-people exchanges. We
should give play to the role of various regions and
departments, actively carry out various forms of
cooperation between parliaments, political parties,
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think tanks and local governments, regularize and
institutionalize people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation activities, and continuously build an
all-round, multi-level and wide-ranging network
of international people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation. Second, we should continuously
enrich the contents of international people-to-
people exchanges and cooperation. Extensive
activities for people-to-people exchanges can be
carried out in academic, educational, health, sports,
tourism and other fields to consolidate the social
foundation of people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation. Third, we should make coordinated
application of cultural forms such as literature,
theatre, film, television, music, dance, fine art,
photography, acrobatics, literary criticism and arts
education, and make rational use of various means
of mass communication, group communication
and interpersonal communication to jointly create
diverse and effective channels for people-to-people
exchanges and cooperation. China initiated the
Conference on Dialogue of Asian civilizations in
May 2019, which together with other platforms
for exchanges among civilizations serves as a new
avenue to facilitate mutual learning and appreciation
among civilizations in Asia and the world at large
and to jointly transcend the clash of civilizations.
As long as the international community continues
to strengthen people-to-people exchanges and
cooperation and carry out in-depth and diverse
exchanges of ideas and emotions, a new prospect
will be open up for enhanced exchanges and
understanding among different peoples and
better interactions and integration of diversified
cultures. Together we can make the garden of world
civilizations colourful and vibrant.
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A Positive Response to
the Real Challenges in the Process
of Humanity’'s Modernization

Today’s world is undergoing unprecedented
changes. One important manifestation is the seri-
ous harm caused by hegemonic bullying practices
that are deeply harmful. The peace deficit, devel-
opment deficit, security deficit and governance
deficit are aggravated, and the mankind is facing
challenges never seen before. The fundamental
solution to the severe challenges faced by the man-
kind in its way to modernization lies in promoting
humanity’s modernization and jointly building
a community with shared future for mankind.
The Global Civilization Initiative is dedicated to
overcoming the common challenges that hinder
humanity’s modernization and profoundly reflects
the real concern to care for achievements of hu-
man civilizations.

The Global Civilization Initiative cracks the
peace deficit and fully demonstrates the peace-
ful attributes of humanity’s modernization. The
mankind has experienced two major world wars
in the past century, which have ravaged peoples
from all countries. Although without large-scale
global wars since WW!II, there have been frequent
conflicts and unrest in some countries and regions,
and the international situation has witnessed in-
creasing instability, posing a serious threat to
world peace. In this era, a very small number of
major countries, still clinging to the old mindset
of the Cold War and zero-sum game, use force
or threaten to use force at will, wield the sticks
of hegemony, power politics and neo-interven-
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tionism to stir up trouble and intensify conflicts
for their own interest, making the world situation
even more complex and unstable. In June 2022,
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees (UNHCR) released its Global Trends Report,
which showed that some 89.3 million people were
displaced globally in 2021 for such reasons as war,
violence, persecution and human rights violations,
an increase of 8% over the previous year and more
than twice the number of people displaced 10 years
ago. The growing peace deficit indicates that the
peaceful nature of humanity’s modernization is
facing serious challenge, and that the “moderni-
zation” of some countries and regions is deviating
from the fundamental direction of the progress
of human civilizations. The Chinese nation is a
peace-loving nation, and the CPC is a political
party that regards the real lasting peace of the
entire mankind as its noble ideal. Especially since
the beginning of the new era, China has proposed
aseries of peace concepts, demonstrating its image
as a peacemaker.

The Global Civilization Initiative cracks the
development deficit and strives to produce the
driving force for modernization of humanity. At
present, the world economy suffers from sluggish
recovery and insufficient global development mo-
mentum. In recent years, the world economy has
faced a marked increase of unfavourable factors
for growth, especially under the impact of unex-
pected factors such as COVID-19, the economic
growth has generally been declining. According
toareportreleased by the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) in January 2023, the global economic
growth rate in 2022 was 3.4%, a decline of 2.8



percentage points from 2021. It is predicted that
the global economic growth rate will fall further
to 2.9% in 2023. At the same time, the problem of
imbalanced and insufficient global development
remains prominent. The World Inequality Report
2022, released by the World Inequality Lab, shows
that in 2021, the wealthiest 10% of the world’s
population held 52% of total global income while
the poorest 50% held only 8.5%. Nowadays, more
than 700 million people worldwide still live in
extreme poverty and their most basic needs in
terms of health, education, water and sanitation
still remain unmet. The poverty rate in rural ar-
eas worldwide is 17.2%, more than three times
higher than that in urban areas. It follows that the
global development deficit is further expanding
and continuously eroding the foundation of hu-
manity’s modernization. In the face of a growing
global development deficit, China adheres to the
path of peaceful development, open development,
cooperative development and common develop-
ment, striving to achieve a development higher
in quality, efficiency, equity and sustainability, ac-
tively facilitates economic globalization towards
a more open, inclusive, balanced and win-win
direction that will benefit all, so that the develop-
ment achievements of Chinese path to moderni-
zation continue to consolidate the foundation of
the progress of human civilizations and produce
new driving force for humanity’s modernization.

The Global Civilization Initiative cracks the
security deficit and strives to build security guar-
antees for modernization of mankind in an all-
round way. The present time witnesses a complex
and serious global security situation with inter-

Gao Xiang

Unveiling Historical Laws of the Rise and Fall of Human
Civilization and Pointing to Path for Civilization Advancement:
Theoretical Connotation and Practical Value of the Global
Civilization Initiative

twined traditional and non-traditional security
threats. In the sphere of traditional security, the
geopolitical games among major powers are be-
coming increasingly fierce. The world sees more
blocs formed and increasingly apparent confron-
tations among them, as well as an increased threat
of nuclear war. The fact that the existing nuclear
weapons worldwide number around 22,000 and
over 2,000 nuclear tests have been conducted so
far is quite enough to pose a grievous threat to
the security of the entire mankind. In the sphere
of non-traditional security, issues in areas such as
climate change, ecological environment, food and
energy, information networks and public health
are becoming increasingly prominent. Accord-
ing to The State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World 2022 report released by the United
Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
together with other organizations, 702 million to
828 million people in the world faced hunger in
2021, an increase of about 46 million people from
that of 2020 and a cumulative increase of approx-
imately 150 million compared to 2019. Meanwhile,
the global energy production and supply situation
continues to deteriorate and energy prices are
volatile at high levels. We must rely on the unity
and cooperation of all human beings to eliminate
the global security deficit. However, the lack of
mutual trust makes it difficult for the international
community to build consensus and take actions for
cooperation. In response, China insists on mutual
consultation and understanding, winning respect
with respect, resolving suspicions with frankness
and honesty, and promoting common progress
through cooperation. The Global Civilization
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Initiative proposed by China draws experience and
wisdom from the history of human civilization
development and is committed to providing more
comprehensive, long-term and thorough security
guarantees for humanity’s modernization.

The Global Civilization Initiative cracks the
governance deficit and continuously improves
governance system of humanity’s modernization.
The lack of effective control over peace deficit,
development deficit and security deficit is closely
related to the serious governance deficit in the
international community. On the one hand, the
growing prominence of global issues has put for-
ward greater demands and higher requirements
for global governance and raised greater expecta-
tions for the role played by major powers in inter-
national affairs. On the other hand, there has been
a decline in the capacity and willingness of some
major powers to provide public goods for global
governance. As the world’s largest economy, the
United States pursues the priority of its own in-
terests and wantonly upholds a unilateralist policy
of beggar-thy-neighbour, benefiting itself at the
expense of others, and making the current global
governance system more dysfunctional, ineffec-
tive and incompetent. In recent years, the United
States has repeatedly withdrawn or threatened
to withdraw from international mechanisms and
is keen to establish exclusive “small circles” and
“small groups”, making use of global governance
as an instrument or weapon for political purposes,
hindering the process of reforming and building
the global governance system, and undermining
the institutional basis of global governance. As
important participants and contributors to glob-
al governance, the representation and voice of
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emerging markets and developing countries are
severely constrained. Faced with the turbulence
and changes in the world, the global governance
system needs to keep pace with and adapt to the
times. To this end, China has put forward and
practiced the concept of global governance based
on the principle of extensive consultation, joint
contribution and shared benefits, advocating that
all countries in the world pool their wisdom, make
use of their respective strengths, do their best
and share the fruits. As a new international pub-
lic good, the Global Civilization Initiative has
become an important part of the global govern-
ance system, which will drive the global govern-
ance system towards a more just and reasonable
direction and guide modernization of mankind
into a new stage from chaos to governance and
prosperity.

Full Demonstration of
the Significance of Chinese
Modernization to the World

For over 100 years, the CPC has been adhering
to the shared values of peace, development, equi-
ty, justice, democracy and freedom for the entire
mankind, striving to advance the great cause of
human civilization progress and creating a new
form of human advancement with Chinese path
to modernization through continuous exploration
and practice. The new form of human advance-
ment created by the CPC has emerged from more
than 5,000 years of Chinese civilization, from the
exchange and mutual learning among civilizations,
and from the combination of the basic principles of



Marxism with Chinese realities and with Chinese
fine traditional culture, and is therefore a new form
of human advancement with rich contemporary
connotations and strong vitality. The Global Civi-
lization Initiative is a major theoretical innovation
arising from the process of Chinese modernization,
with its significance to the world having been fully
demonstrated.

Chinese path to modernization actively prac-
tices a new concept of advancing the progress of
human civilizations. The core idea of the new form
of human advancement through the Chinese path
to modernization is to ensure that modernization
is people-centred and to continuously realize the
people’s aspiration for a better life. During the New
Democratic Revolution, the Communist Party of
China, guided by Marxism-Leninism, formed and
developed the values that led the practice of rev-
olutionary struggle, completely ended the history
of the semi-colonial and semi-feudal society in
the old China, and achieved the great leap from
feudal politics of thousands of years to people’s
democracy in China. After the founding of the
People’s Republic, the CPC united and led the Chi-
nese people of all ethnic groups in self-reliance and
hard work, achieving extraordinary development
accomplishments that made the Chinese people
extremely proud. In the long-term practice of re-
form and opening up and socialist modernization,
the CPC has united and led the Chinese people of
all ethnic groups in making unremitting explora-
tion and achieving the tremendous transforma-
tion from standing up and growing prosperous
to becoming strong. Entering a new era, General
Secretary Xi Jinping put forward the concept of
innovative, coordinated, green, open and shared
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development and took sharing as the starting point
and foothold of development, leading the Chinese
people to make historic strides towards the all-
round human development and the shared pros-
perity for all people.

Chinese path for modernization has found a
new avenue for promoting human advancement.
The core element of the new form of human civ-
ilizations created by Chinese modernization is
the successful exploration of a Chinese path to
modernization. Upon its founding the CPC was
deeply aware of all the maladies of capitalist mod-
ernization and has drawn profound lessons from
the history of many developing countries that have
fallen into the development trap due to copying the
Western model. To this end, the CPC has adhered
to the independent exploration of a modernization
path that was in line with its own realities, and has
united and led the Chinese people of all ethnic
groups to make remarkable historic achievements
in its modernization process in just a few dec-
ades since the founding of the People’s Republic
of China. In contrast to the modernization path
of developed Western countries, the new Chinese
modernization path not only breaks the myth that
modernization can only be achieved by following
the capitalist model of modernization, but also
expands the avenue for developing countries to
move towards modernization, providing a new
option for the modernization for many countries
and peoples in the world who aspire to develop
independently, and contributing new solutions to
the problems arising from humanity’s moderniza-
tion and to the challenges of human civilizations.

Chinese path to modernization steadily develops
a new system that promotes human advancement.
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The great practice of Chinese path to modernization
as a new form of human advancement is a historical
process of exploring, creating, consolidating and
developing the socialist system, and is furthermore a
great undertaking leading the world socialist move-
ment. For over a century, the CPC has united and
led the Chinese people of all ethnic groups in an
arduous struggle, accomplishing the socialist revo-
lution, establishing and developing a socialist system,
and advancing the revival and development of the
world socialist movement. The new form of human
advancement created by the CPC, which has a strong
vitality and lasting influence, demonstrates the in-
comparable superiority of the socialist system. The
socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era
is profoundly influencing the world landscape and
the process of human advancement with even more
brilliant development achievements, continuously
pushing the world socialist movement into a new
historical stage and giving scientific socialism a new
vitality in China in the 21st century.

Chinese path to modernization promotes the
building of a new order that promotes the pro-
gress of human advancement. The new form of
human advancement created by Chinese path to
modernization is one that advocates openness,
inclusiveness, cooperation and win-win outcome.
Internationally, it calls for promoting the building
of amore just and equitable international order and
the creation of a new world of lasting peace and
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universal prosperity. As a Marxist party striving
to achieve social justice and equity, the CPC has
always supported the efforts of the vast number of
developing countries to build a new international
order and advocated that the new international
order should reflect the general aspirations and
shared interests of people all over the world, and
should reflect the requirements of historical devel-
opment and progress of the times. This new order
is about putting an end to hegemony and power
politics, pursuing democratic international rela-
tions and giving every member of the international
community a voice in international affairs. China
will continue to practice true multilateralism, advo-
cating that international affairs should be handled
by all countries through consultation. China will
continue to act as an advocator and defender of
the international rule of law, a firm guardian of the
international fairness and justice, and a contributor
to and builder of the global governance system.
The Global Civilization Initiative follows the
trend of historical development, gives Chinese an-
swers to the question of humanity’s modernization,
and provides ideological and action guidance for
progress of human advancement. As more and
more countries actively answer the call of Global
Civilization Initiative and facilitate its implemen-
tation, the humanity will inevitably embark on a
new journey of modernization and build a more
prosperous garden of world civilizations.
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Whole-process people’s democracy is the defining
feature of socialist democracy. Rooted in the rich
soil of the five-thousand-year Chinese culture, as
aunique and original form of socialist democracy,
consultative democracy is an important way by
which whole-process people’s democracy is prac-
ticed. It is a great creation of the Chinese commu-
nists and the Chinese people. The Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference (hereinafter re-
ferred to as the CPPCC) is a crucial channel and
specialized consultative body for socialist consul-
tative democracy. With its full-fledged institutional

procedures and participatory practice, the CPPCC
plays a key role in promoting whole-process peo-
ple’s democracy.

Public Matters Decided Through
Discussion: the Concept of
Consultation in Whole-Process
People’s Democracy

As pointed out by General Secretary Xi Jinping,
under the socialist system in China, public matters
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should be discussed and decided through consul-
tation to find the maximum common denominator
of social will and demand, which is what people’s
democracy is really about. In China, consultation is
a cultural concept, a way of participation, and more
importantly, an institutional arrangement, which
showcases the salient features of whole-process
people’s democracy and ensures that people run
the country.

As a cultural concept, consultation is deeply
rooted in the fine traditional Chinese culture.
Consultation involves “discussion”, something
we Chinese do all the time without being aware
of. It reflects a basic behavioral mode for the
Chinese to get along with other people, deal
with things and coordinate relations, which also
gives expression to the cultural essence of the
fine traditional Chinese culture, especially the
culture of peace and harmony. In China, “discus-
sion” is applied in dealing with not only social
relations, but also political relations. It reflects
the people-oriented philosophy. In the Rites of
Zhou, the importance was stressed to consult all
ministers, all officials and all people. In the Book
of Documents, there was a calling to consult even
the lowest strata of the people. And in the Book
of the Songs, there was an admonition that one
should not fail even to consult the woodcutter.
Therefore, it is easy to see that since ancient
times, there has been great emphasis in China
to give expression to the will of the people, as
well as their worries and concerns. It reflects
the Chinese belief that everyone under heaven
belongs to one community and people are the
root of the nation. In the long course of history,
the awareness of discussion and the concept of
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consultation have been incorporated into the
social, cultural, and psychological fabrics of the
Chinese people and China’s political and cultural
traditions, which gives rise to the way of thinking
and behavioral patterns of the Chinese nation,
thus providing rich social soil for the realization
and practice of whole-process people’s democra-
cy. Comrade Mao Zedong was deep in Chinese
history and culture. He once said: “The handling
of relations in every respect needs consultation”.
“As you well know, the character of our govern-
ment is to discuss with the people. We can well
call it a government of discussion.”

As a way of participation, consultation re-
flects the value of regarding people as masters
of the country. Letting people run the country
is the founding mission of Chinese democracy.
China boasts 9.6 million square kilometres of
land, over 1.4 billion people, and 56 ethnic groups.
The ethnic groups and regions vary greatly from
one another in terms of customs and culture. In
such a complex country, to ensure that people
exercise extensive and genuine rights in political,
economic, cultural and social lives, there needs
to be a highly inclusive and integrated demo-
cratic system, where people have channels to air
their views, platforms to express differences, and
mechanisms to coordinate different interests and
pursuits. In China, consultation is an important
means for the people to participate in political
life and the administration of public affairs. The
formulation and implementation of all important
decisions are based on the solicitation of opinions
of relevant parties through consultation.

Important matters of the state are decided
based on soliciting people’s opinions. During



the drafting process of the 14th Five-Year Plan
for Economic and Social Development and the
Long-Range Objectives through the Year 2035,
General Secretary Xi Jinping made multiple field
trips to different localities, and presided over nu-
merous thematic symposiums to listen to ideas
and suggestions of people from all walks of life
and working in different fields. Through on-line
solicitation of opinions, 1.018 million pieces of
opinions were collected, which were then cate-
gorized into 1000 plus suggestions and absorbed
into the final documents in one way or another.
The extensive, multilevel and institutionalized
activities of consultation and diversified chan-
nels of consultation have enabled the people to
feel for themselves democracy in its real sense.
It has been proven that whole-process people’s
democracy is democracy in its broad, genuine,
and effective form.

Asan institutional arrangement, consultation
is a result of long-term explorations on political
democracy. Since the 18th National Congress of
the CPC, the CPC has had ever deeper grasp of the
laws underlying political democracy, come up with
the concept of whole-process people’s democracy,
and translated the concept into well-conceived
and effective institutional arrangement and the
real practice of democracy. It is the natural out-
come of the long-term unremitting political and
democratic explorations of the CPC.

During the Chinese People’s War of Resist-
ance against Japan, the CPC put forward the ideas
that “state affairs are public affairs of the country,
not a private matter of one single political party’,
“a common program must be found based on con-
sensus through consultation as guiding principles
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of governance”. A democratic government against
Japanese aggression was established which in-
volved consultation and cooperation with people
from outside the party based on the “third-third-
third principle’, namely, CPC members constitut-
ed one third, left-wing outside-party personnel
constituted one third, and people of the middle
ground the rest one third.

On the eve of the founding of the People’s
Republic of China, comrade Zhou Enlai said, “One
of the features of New Democracy is that consulta-
tion and discussion are carried out widely so that
everyone has an idea of what is to be discussed,
and that a common agreement can be produced
through open discussions at meetings.”

The 13th National Congress of the CPC called
forth the establishment of dialogue mechanisms
for social consultation. The 18th National Con-
gress of the CPC called on improving the socialist
system of consultative democracy, with stipu-
lations on multilevel institutional development
of consultative democracy. The 19th National
Congress of the CPC stressed on strengthening
the institutions of consultative democracy and
developing complete procedures and practices.
The 20th National Congress of the CPC empha-
sized improving the system of consultative de-
mocracy and various institutional consultative
platforms. While pressing ahead with political
democracy, the CPC has continuously improved
its institutional arrangements for consultation,
which constitutes an important foundation for
the political practice of exercising whole-process
people’s democracy.

The Chinese communists have always up-
held the value of people’s democracy. Through
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democratic elections, democratic consultations,
democratic decision-making, democratic man-
agement, and democratic oversight, the system of
socialist political democracy has been established.
Consultative democracy has been embedded into
the whole process of socialist democracy, which
covers all political parties, organizations, ethnic
groups, social strata, and people from all walks
of life, and is reflected in every link of demo-
cratic practice. With its all-encompassing nature
in all dimensions, it can avoid focusing only on
elections where empty promises are made dur-
ing campaigns only to be forgotten afterwards.
Consultative democracy ensures that the people
enjoy the most extensive, sustained, and in-depth
participation in their daily political lives.

State Affairs Decided Through
Consultation: the Practice
of Consultative Democracy
of the CPPCC

As an institutional arrangement with distinc-
tive Chinese features, the CPPCC has conducted
consultation, focusing on the priorities of the
Party and the country, and has played an im-
portant role in the different historical periods of
socialist revolution, construction and reforms.
The CPPCC exercises whole-process people’s
democracy by promoting the multilevel institu-
tional development of consultative democracy,
and has contributed greatly to economic and
social development.

Important state affairs have been decided
through political consultation. Founding the
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People’s Republic of China through political con-
sultation was a shining example of Chinese consul-
tative democracy, which also marked the opening
chapter of political consultation of the CPPCC.
In April 1948, the CPC Central Committee re-
leased the “May 1st Calling”, which called on “all
democratic parties, people’s organizations, and
socially influential people to convene a conference
of political consultation” It was warmly responded
to by various democratic parties and personnel of
various sectors. Over 1,000 democrat personnel in
Hong Kong went to the liberated area in over 20
batches, several of whom were directly involved
in the preparations for the New Conference of Po-
litical Consultation. In July 1949, the preparatory
meeting of the new CPPCC solicited designs for
the national flag. 2922 draft designs were con-
tributed. Through group discussions at various
levels, the design of “red flag with five stars’, made
by Zeng Liansong, a company staff in Shanghai,
won the most approval. Finally, this design, by an
ordinary citizen, after minor changes, was desig-
nated as the national flag for the People’s Republic
of China and became the high-flying five-star flag
we see today. From September 21 to 30, 1949, the
first plenary meeting of the Chinese People’s Po-
litical Consultative Conference was convened. 662
members from 46 units were gathered together
to discuss important state matters. The meeting
adopted the Common Program of the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference, equiv-
alent to the provisional constitution, the Law on
the Organization of the Chinese People’s Politi-
cal Consultative Conference, and the Law on the
Organization of the People’s Central Government
of the People’s Republic of China. Decisions were



made during the conference on matters such as the
state capital, national flag, national anthem, and
annals. The National Committee of the CPPCC
and the Committee of the Central People’s Gov-
ernment were elected. The plenary announced the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China.

Whenever there are important decisions
to make, consultations will be conducted. The
CPC values the spirit of consultation in its state
governance, as reflected in its consultations with
representatives of other political parties and of
all walks of life. Members of the Standing Com-
mittee of the CPC Central Committee are invited
to attend plenary sessions of the CPPCC every
year to discuss important state matters. Respon-
sible officials of the CPC Central Committee and
the State Council and those in charge of certain
departments and ministries are often invited to
thematic standing committee meetings of the CP-
PCC, thematic consultation symposiums and sem-
inars, where in-depth discussions and interactions
are carried out. On the afternoon of March 4, 2016,
General Secretary Xi Jinping attended the discus-
sions with the CPPCC members from the China
National Democratic Construction Association
and the Association of Industry and Commerce.
After hearing the views of the CPPCC members,
General Secretary Xi made the important proposi-
tion about building “cordial” and “clean” relations
between the government and the business com-
munity. Such scenes of face-to-face solicitation
of ideas and interactions are a vivid example of
Chinese-style democracy.

Democratic oversight enhances good gov-
ernance. As an important form of delivering
socialist consultative democracy, democratic
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oversight by the CPPCC is part and parcel of the
supervision system in China, and is of the consul-
tative nature. It mainly takes the forms of airing
opinions, criticisms or suggestions. The focus
of democratic oversight is on how state policies
and decisions are implemented, with the aim of
helping the Party and the government better solve
problems, improving work, strengthening soli-
darity, and building cohesion. For instance, the
12th CPPCC conducted supervision and research
on the implementation of changing business taxes
into VATs, the two-child policy and the pollution
control of the Tengger Desert. Focusing on major
issues on the implementation of the 14th Five-
Year Plan, the 13th CPPCC carried out special
programs of democratic oversight. Ten special
committees organized continued oversight on
one major issue in their fields respectively and
came up with opinions based on these efforts. In
2021, centering around “continuously improving
the business environment”, the Economic Affairs
Committee of the CPPCC conducted research
on over 130 selected SOEs, private businesses,
and foreign businesses. Bi-weekly consultation
symposiums were convened. The implementation
of key resolutions was vigorously supervised.
The CPPCC also cooperated with the Associ-
ation of Industry and Commerce in organizing
over 10,000 businesses in reviewing the business
environment. The CPPCC members aired the
problems they discovered such as lingering mis-
cellaneous fees imposed on businesses, the lack of
smooth transition from old to new policies, pol-
icy gaps among authorities and between various
departments, lack of policy continuity between
incumbent authorities and their predecessors etc.
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They raised constructive suggestions on stable,
predictable, and law-based business environ-
ment, and received positive response from rele-
vant authorities. These activities of democratic
oversight have gone a long way in facilitating
the implementation of relevant policy measures
aimed at improving the business environment
and boosting the confidence of market players.

Consultation serves development agenda.
The CPPCC has a concentration of talents and
influential figures from various sectors, includ-
ing accomplished experts, experienced officials
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familiar with policies, industrial pacesetters and
seasoned entrepreneurs. As distinguished rep-
resentatives of various sectors, they are highly
capable of contributing constructive ideas and
suggestions. For example, the thematic consul-
tation meeting on “Innovation-Driven Devel-
opment” on May 14, 2019 drew together nearly
100 academicians, who had been working on
the front line of education and research over
the years, with insights on the status, underly-
ing laws, and problems in fundamental research
and scientific innovation. With open discussions

View of Xiamen, the city in the Province of Fujian
Photo: Ivona Kati¢



and candidate actions, the meeting turned out to
be highly constructive. Responsible officials in
charge of relevant Party departments and State
Council ministries gave briefings and listened
to these suggestions, many of which were later
incorporated into ensuing policies. The story of
“ahundred academicians discussing innovation”
soon spread and received thumbs-up from the
wider society.

Consensus-building is facilitated by seeking
common ground while putting aside differences.
Since its inception, the CPPCC has always been
committed to consolidating the common polit-
ical foundation and building consensus through
extensive and democratic consultations, thus con-
tributing its strength for the development ob-
jectives of the country. In June 1950, the second
meeting of the 1st CPPCC National Committee
discussed the issue of land reforms. Comrade Liu
Shaoqi (then Vice Chairman of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government) delivered the “Report on Issues
Related to Land Reforms”, in which he elaborated
on the necessity, justice and relevant policies of
land reforms. Most participants at the meeting
showed endorsement. But there were also some
who thought that government decrees would be
enough without the need to mobilize the masses.
Some liberals who came from the landowning
class had reservations and doubts concerning land
reforms. Given the situation, leading officials of
CPC central committee invited representatives
from democratic parties, personnel without party
affiliation, and other patriots to discussions to
exchange views. With much in-depth communi-
cation, consensus emerged through various forms
of consultation. After the meeting, all democratic
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parties released statements and resolutions in
support of land reforms.

Solidarity is created from diversity. Solidarity
and democracy are the two themes of the CPPCC.
Like thousands of rivers running into the oceans,
the CPPCC is the most extensive patriotic united
front organization, with wide representation and
inclusiveness. The 14th CPPCC covers 34 sec-
tors including 8 democratic parties, personnel
without party affiliation, major people’s organi-
zations, all 56 ethnic groups and the five major
religions. There are around 3,200 CPPCC com-
mittees and over 600,000 CPPCC members at the
national, provincial, city and county levels. The
CPPCC members come from different political
parties, ethnic groups, social strata, and groups
with various religious beliefs. Working togeth-
er in solidarity based on the common ideal and
political foundation, the CPPCC members strive
for more harmonious relations between political
parties, ethnic groups, religions, social strata, and
compatriots at home and abroad. In recent years,
mechanisms have been improved in the CPPCC
for various political parties to participate in ex-
changes on relevant matters. There have been
more smooth channels for non-CPC intellectuals,
people working in the private sector and those of
emerging social strata to air their opinions. The
CPPCC members of ethnic minority groups and
religious groups have enjoyed more access in terms
of themed tours and inspections, sector-wise con-
sultations and reflection of public opinions. The
CPPCC members in Hong Kong and Macau are
encouraged to support the law-based governance
of the Special Administrative Regions and their
chief executives. Exchanges have been expanded
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with party organizations, social organizations and
people of various communities in the Taiwan re-
gion. Representatives of overseas Chinese are also
invited to the CPPCC activities, so as to facilitate
solidarity among Chinese compatriots at home
and abroad.

Specialized Consultative Body is
innovating for better consultation

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels once said that the
whole question is determining the true meaning
of democracy. General Secretary Xi Jinping also
pointed out that democracy is not an ornament for
decoration; rather, it is for solving real problems
of the people. History and practice have proven
that consultative democracy fits China’s realities
and can help solve many problems. In today’s
world with its diversified ideas, complex inter-
ests and varied social strata, the reason that China
has achieved the two miracles of rapid economic
growth and long-term social stability is that consul-
tative democracy, deeply rooted in the Chinese soil,
can strike a balance between uniformity and diver-
sity and achieve the integration of the will of the
Party, the state and the people. The development
of consultative democracy is a long-term historical
process. As the specialized consultative body, the
CPPCC is constantly evolving with innovation in
practice. Since the 18th National Congress of the
CPC, the CPC Central Committee with comrade
Xi Jinping at its core has paid great attention to the
role of the CPPCC as an important channel and
specialized consultative body for socialist consulta-
tive democracy, with a series of important guidance
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made, which prompted the CPPCC in theoretical
and institutional innovations and innovation in
practice.

The CPC attaches great importance to the
role of the CPPCC in consultative democracy and
provides theoretical guidance for the development
of the CPPCC as a specialized consultative body.
The Third Plenary Session of the 18th CPC Na-
tional Congress in November 2013 pointed out
that the overarching goal for comprehensively
deepening reforms is to improve and develop the
system of socialism with Chinese characteristics
and to modernize China’s system and capacity for
governance. In October 2017, the 19th National
Congress of the CPC stressed that the CPPCC,
as a distinctively Chinese political institution, is
a major channel for socialist consultative democ-
racy, and its committees are specialized consulta-
tive bodies. In September 2019, the CPC Central
Committee convened a conference on political
consultation, which further clarified the functions
and responsibilities of the CPPCC committees
as specialized consultative bodies. The meeting
made clear that the CPPCC is part and parcel of
the state governance system and called on the
CPPCC to improve the content of consultation,
enrich its forms, improve its rules and procedures,
cultivate a consultative culture and improve the
consultative capabilities. In October 2022, the
20th National Congress of the CPC stressed that
we will uphold and improve the system of CPC-led
multiparty cooperation and political consultation
and ensure the integration of Party leadership,
the united front, and consultative democracy. We
will give full play to the CPPCC’s role as a special-
ized consultative body and see that it coordinates



efforts to promote democracy and unity, and
emphasizes on both consultation and consensus
building. Improvements will be made to insti-
tutions, standards, and procedures to help the
CPPCC ensure that in-depth consultations and
interactions are conducted, opinions are fully ex-
pressed, and broad consensus is built. Efforts will
also be made to improve the systems and mech-
anisms through which the CPPCC committees
conduct democratic oversight and their members
stay engaged with people from various sectors.

The CPPCC as a specialized consultative
body, has deepened explorations for the practice
of consultative democracy. The 12th CPPCC re-
newed the mechanism of biweekly consultation
meetings, which was practiced once on the histo-
ry, thus greatly increasing the frequency of con-
sultations. The biweekly consultation meetings
are of small scale but with high-level attendance.
The Chairman of the National Committee of the
CPPCC often presides over meetings of around
twenty people, covering the CPPCC members,
officials in charge of central ministries, experts
in certain fields as well as front line workers and
ordinary folks. On June 19, 2020, the biweekly
consultation meeting on “improving takeaway
food safety regulation” was held. Among the par-
ticipants were Wang Lei, CEO of Ele.me (a food
delivery platform), Mu Rongjun, co-founder of
Meituan Group and Gao Zhixiao, express deliv-
eryman who persisted in his work even during
the pandemic. Gao Zhixiao said with excitement:
“I used to work just to make a living. After the
pandemic, I feel the greatness of my job, for what
we are delivering is not just daily necessities but
also warmth and hope’”
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In response to new circumstances and new
tasks, the 13rd CPPCC National Committee started
the practice oflong-distance consultation meetings
and expert symposiums, which further expanded
the width and depth of consultations. Through live
streaming, such long-distance consultation meet-
ings have brought consultations to local communi-
ties, schools, factories, and the fields. Some CPPCC
members also present their points with pictures
and videos. “I did not know that the work of the
CPPCC could be so posh!’, the CPPCC members
and Chinese netizens commented. Being flexible,
professional and in-depth, expert seminars often
focus on one specific issue with continuous con-
sultations in a relaxing atmosphere.

Over the past ten years, centering around
“matters of great significance for the state” and
the concerns of the people, the CPPCC has held
19 thematic standing committee meetings, 20 the-
matic consultation meetings, 144 biweekly consul-
tation symposiums, 17 long-distance consultation
meetings, and 74 expert seminars. The means and
platforms of consultation have been continuously
improved. A paradigm of regular, multilevel con-
sultation in various fields with orderly participation
has taken shape. The CPPCC members and ordi-
nary folks who have participated in these consulta-
tion meetings reflect their perception in a straight
forward way: “political consultation meetings are
where to discuss matters”.

The CPPCC has been pressing ahead with
its institutional development to ensure well-con-
ceived standards and procedures, which has
demonstrated the institutional efficiency of con-
sultative democracy. Efforts have been made for
earnest implementation of important documents
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such as the Regulations of the Communist Party
of China on Political Consultation Work, Opin-
ions of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China on Strengthening and Improving
the Work of the CPPCC Committees in the New
Era, Opinions of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China on Strengthening the
Development of Socialist Consultative Democ-
racy, as well as Opinions on the Implementation
of Strengthening Consultative Democracy of the
CPPCC and Opinions on Strengthening and Im-
proving the Work of City and County CPPCC
Committees released by the General Office of the
CPC Central Committee. In 2018, amendments
were made to the CPPCC Charter, which estab-
lished Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chi-
nese Characteristics for a New Era as the guiding
ideology of the CPPCC. The amendments to the
CPPCC Charter in 2023 reaffirmed commitment
to the integration of Party leadership, the united
front, and consultative democracy, which consti-
tutes the solid common ideological foundation
for the CPPCC to strive in unity. Institutional de-
velopment in a systematic manner based on the
CPPCC Charter, with the systems of consultation
as the mainstay, enhanced with full-fledged mech-
anisms and structures, has provided important
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guarantee for the CPPCC to perform whole-pro-
cess people’s democracy.

The governance capability of a state or a sys-
tem is reflected in how effective it is in solving real
problems of the era. As pointed out by General
Secretary Xi Jinping, “if people have the right to
vote but not the right to extensive participation
and if the people are only woken up during the
election cycle but go dormant after voting, then
that democracy is just a formality” Under the lead-
ership of the CPC and drawing strength from the
fine traditional Chinese culture, whole-process
people’s democracy in China enables democratic
participation of the people in the various links
of democratic elections, democratic consultation,
democratic decision-making, democratic man-
agement, and democratic oversight, thus realizing
the unity between the procedures and substances
of democracy. The CPPCC is an institutional ar-
rangement with distinctive Chinese characteris-
tics and a great creation of socialist consultative
democracy. Socialist consultative democracy is a
form of democracy that is in line with China’s na-
tional conditions and reflects the common values
of mankind, which contributes Chinese wisdom to
the enrichment and development of human polit-
ical civilizations.
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In order to follow through on the important instruc-
tions of General Secretary Xi Jinping to safeguard
stable and smooth global industrial and supply chains,
the China Council for the Promotion of International
Trade held in Beijing from November 28 to December
2 the first China International Supply Chain Expo
(CISCE). Prime Minister Li Qiang attended and deliv-
ered a keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the
CISCE & International Supply Chain Innovation and
Development Forum. As the world’s first national-lev-

el exhibition themed on the supply chain, the CISCE,
themed “Connecting the World for a Shared Future’,
aims to create a new window for promoting high-level
opening up, a new platform for fostering a new de-
velopment paradigm, a new vehicle for building an
open world economy, and a new practice for building
acommunity with a shared future for mankind. It was
a pragmatic, effective, and fruitful global trade event,
a positive contribution to global economic recovery,
development and prosperity.
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The Important Instructions of
General Secretary Xi Jinping on
Safeguarding Stable and Smooth
Global Industrial and Supply Chains
Point out the Direction for Deepening
International Industrial Chain and
Supply Chain Cooperation

The world today is undergoing changes unseen
in a century that are accelerating at a faster pace.
The global industrial and supply chains have
experienced shocks. At the same time, a new
round of scientific and technological revolution
and industrial transformation is deepening. The
global landscape for innovation and the interna-
tional economic structure are seeing profound
readjustments. Grasping the underlying trends
of domestic and international industrial devel-
opment, General Secretary Xi Jinping has put
forward a series of new ideas, new proposals and
new initiatives for keeping the global industrial
and supply chains stable and smooth, which fully
demonstrates the strategic vision of the leader of
a major country.

Industrial and supply chains are important
global public goods. As pointed out by General
Secretary Xi Jinping, “Global supply chains, in-
dustrial chains and value chains are closely inter-
connected. Each country is a link in global coop-
eration, part of a community with shared interests
and shared future”; “It is an important guarantee
for global economic development to safeguard
the resilience and stability of global industrial and
supply chains” These important instructions have
made clear the significance of keeping the global
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industrial and supply chains stable and unimped-
ed, raising the awareness that global industrial and
supply chains are global public goods.

To consolidate and strengthen global in-
dustrial and supply chain cooperation is in the
interest and an earnest expectation of all sides.
In recent years, China has put forward relevant
initiatives and statements on many occasions at
multilateral platforms such as APEC, G2o, the
SCO, and BRICS, thus contributing Chinese wis-
dom, Chinese solution, and Chinese strength to
keeping the global industrial and supply chains
stable and smooth. In September 2022, China held
the International Forum on Resilient and Stable
Industrial and Supply Chains, and launched the
“Initiative on International Cooperation on Re-
silient and Stable Industrial and Supply Chains”
together with 6 partner countries including Indo-
nesia. In September 2023, at the 26th ASEAN plus
China, Japan and the Republic of Korea Summit,
China proposed the 10+3 Industrial and Supply
Chain Match-up Conference. Going forward, we
should firmly safeguard the public good nature
of the global industrial and supply chains, pro-
mote resource coordination among countries on
key industrial chains, take active part in building
a resilient global industrial system, and provide
more global public goods shared by all so as to
help build an open world economy.

Global industrial and supply chains are facing
a shake-up. General Secretary Xi Jinping pointed
out that “the global industrial system and global
industrial and supply chains have demonstrated
the trends of diversified layout, regional coop-
eration, green transformation, and accelerated



digitalization, which are in line with the laws
underpinning economic development and un-
derlying historical trends beyond the control of
the will of the people” This important statement
is based on a deep grasp of the new situation and
new changes concerning the global industrial and
supply chains, which provides important guid-
ance for the sustainable development of a global
industrial system that is open and shared by all.

Over the past decades, economic globalization
led by multinational corporations have evolved
and developed rapidly, leading to accelerated in-
tegration of global industrial and supply chains
and a supply chain network featuring the US-cen-
tered North America supply chain, the Germa-
ny-centered European supply chain and the Asian
supply chain centering around China, Japan and
the Republic of Korea. As things stand, the global
industrial and supply chains are demonstrating
new features. On the one hand, affected by rising
protectionism, public health crisis, and geopolitical
turmoil, there is the trend of politicization and
security over-stretching in industrial and supply
chain cooperation, with the risks of economic
fragmentation; on the other hand, with acceler-
ated evolution of the new round of scientific and
technological revolution, digitalization and green
transformation have begun to represent the di-
rection for the future development of the global
industrial and supply chains. Going forward, with
the underlying laws and trends in mind, we should
not only oppose “decoupling and the cutting-off
of chains” in all its forms and promote integrated
development of global industrial and supply chains,
but also grasp the latest developments of the
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scientific and technological revolution with an eye
to promoting harmony between man and nature,
facilitating green and low-carbon transition of the
industrial and supply chains, and better tackling
global challenges such as climate change.

We need to deepen global industrial and sup-
ply chain cooperation. As stressed by General Sec-
retary Xi Jinping, we need to safeguard stability of
industrial and supply chains, upgrade the level of
industrial development and global economic par-
ticipation, and promote shared development and
prosperity. These words have laid out the routes
to promoting stable global industrial and supply
chains and injected strong imputes into building
equal, inclusive and constructive partnerships in
global industrial and supply chains.

Both a participant and beneficiary in global
industrial and supply chain cooperation and a firm
defender for their stability, China has contributed
to ensuring smooth and unimpeded functioning
of global industrial and supply chains and inter-
national economic flows. As the world’s second
largest consumer market, China has continuously
provided wider market access and facilitated im-
ports, making it the second largest importer for
14 consecutive years. Major events such as the
International Import Expo, the Guangdong Fair,
and the CIFTIS, have achieved great success. The
BRI has become a widely popular global public
good and platform for international cooperation,
which has brought global industrial and supply
chain cooperation into greater depth and width.
We will continue to expand high-level opening
up, share with the world the new opportunities
unleashed by China’s huge market, and help foster
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President of the Republic of Serbia, Aleksandar Vuci¢, with President of the People’s Republic of China, Xi Jinping,
at the bilateral meeting before the Third Forum for International Cooperation “Belt and Road”, Beijing, October 2023
Photo: Dimitrije Gol

a system of global industrial and supply chains
with extensive participation that enables every
country to tap into their advantages. We will help
more developing countries to get deeply involved
in global value chains and share the development
dividends of the global manufacturing network.

We need to ensure that China’s industrial and
supply chains are safe and stable. As emphasized
by General Secretary Xi Jinping, “industrial and
supply chains must be able to hold up at crucial
junctures, which is the defining feature of a major

economy”. General Secretary Xi also called for
“accelerating the building of a modern industrial
system supported by the real economy” and “de-
vising the layout of industrial and supply chains
with a global vision and continuously improving
their resilience and security”. These instructions,
which provide strategic and practical guidance,
have laid out the fundamental requirements for
enhancing the continuity and competitiveness of
China’s industries and promoting the deep inte-
gration of domestic and international industries.



China has the most complete categories of
industries and supporting facilities as defined by
the United Nations. The size of its manufacturing
industry has topped that of the world for 13 con-
secutive years, with the added value accounting
for nearly 30% of the world’s total. Over 40% of
its industrial products top the world. In recent
years, it is fast advancing in middle- and high-end
industries such as electric equipment, manufac-
turing equipment, etc. China is also leading in new
energy development such as PV and other sectors.
It has been among the first in the large-scale appli-
cation of 5G and other mobile telecommunication
technologies. It is a “world factory” for the global
supply chain, thus providing important support
for the smooth functioning of global industri-
al and supply chains. Facing the future, we will
maintain and further enhance our advantages in
terms of the comprehensive scope and supporting
capacity of our industrial system to effectively
pool global innovation factors, promote the in-
tegrated, smart and green development of indus-
tries, build a comprehensive, advanced and safe
modern industrial system and continue with its
deep participation in global industrial and supply
chain cooperation.

The Successful Convening
of the First CISCE has made it
a World-Recognized Global Public
Good Shared by All

Prime Minister Li Qiang attended and delivered a
keynote speech at the Opening Ceremony of the
CISCE & International Supply Chain Innovation
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and Development Forum, in which he followed on
the Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era, elaborated on the
significance of keeping the global industrial and
supply chains stable and smooth, systematically
talked about the active efforts by China to get deeply
involved in global industrial and supply chain coop-
eration, and put forward four proposals on building
even closer partnerships for global industrial and
supply chains. He reaffirmed the key measures that
China will take to pursue high-level opening up
and encouraged the business community to play a
bigger role in keeping the smooth functioning of
global industrial and supply chains, thus injecting
confidence and inspirations into building more re-
silient, efficient, and robust global industrial and
supply chains.

Since 2023, CCPIT had been in close con-
sultation with relevant parties in preparation
for the CISCE. Roadshows were conducted in 23
provinces (municipalities, regions) and 30 coun-
tries and regions worldwide which were met with
warm response. Indonesian President Joko Wido-
do, Uruguay President Luis Alberto Lacalle, as
well as heads of five international organizations
including the WTO and personnel in charge of
relevant institutions and companies attended and
addressed the Opening Ceremony of the CISCE
& the International Supply Chain Innovation
and Development Forum via on-line and off-line
format. The CISCE was held under the auspic-
es of the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the World Intellec-
tual Property Organization, the International
Trade Center and the International Chamber
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of Commerce. During the CISCE, representatives
of the international business community issued
the Beijing Initiative on the Connectivity of Global
Industrial and Supply Chains. This fully demon-
strates the common aspirations of all sides to build
stable and resilient industrial and supply chains
based on a broad consensus to pursue win-win
and open cooperation. With the joint efforts and
great support from all quarters, the CISCE was
a full success and a great event linking the world
and creating the future.

The CISCE was an Expo with distinct features.
It featured five exhibition areas for the industrial
chain covering smart cars, green agriculture, clean
energy, digital technology, and healthy life and a
supply chain service exhibition, as well as six the-
matic forums and 360 supporting events. Repre-
sentatives from 9o countries and regions and rele-
vant international organizations used the platform
to enhance communication, deepen cooperation,
and seek development.

The CISCE has linked the upper, middle and
lower reaches of the industries. 515 Chinese and
foreign businesses and institutions took part in
the Expo, which showcased advanced technolo-
gies and products as well as future development
trends across the industrial chain. It was also a
horizontal show of services provided by financial,
logistics, and platform companies. Exhibitors of
various industrial chains and supply chain service
belong to the same “chain” like members of a big
family. It was the impression of exhibitors that the
quality of exhibitors, the number of professional
audience and the outcomes had all exceeded ex-
pectations. Unlike traditional exhibitions where
most exhibitors are mostly homogeneous and
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thus competitive in nature, the businesses and
institutions participating in the Expo were po-
tential cooperation partners. As a result, through
exchanges at the Expo, they had expanded their
circle of friends along the industrial chain, extend-
ed the networks of partners in the supply chain,
and pooled driving force for the innovation chain.
A large percentage of the letters of intent were
signed among the exhibitors.

The CISCE has integrated big, medium and
small businesses. At the Expo were 53 Fortune 500
companies, 57 top Chinese companies, and 25 top
500 Chinese private businesses as well as “hidden
champion” businesses that enjoy certain niches
and “small but smart” SMEs. Companies in either
leading or supplementing positions supported each
other and formed close partnerships facilitating
each other’s success. For instance, Apple partic-
ipated in the event together with three Chinese
partners with over 10 years of cooperation. In ad-
dition, the Expo was both highly professional and
cross-sector. For example, vehicle manufacturers
of the smart car chain have signed letters of intent
with many SMEs belonging to the digital technol-
ogy chain.

The CISCE has promoted coordination be-
tween production, teaching, research and applica-
tion. The Expo, combining both scientific findings
and actual scenarios of application, not only invited
Chinese and foreign businesses, but was also open
to research institutes, universities and colleges, and
the general public. It brought together sector organ-
izations of various industrial chains, global leading
companies, and renowned experts and scholars to
share the latest research findings and analyses on
future development trends, explore new routes to



enhancing industrial and supply chain cooperation
and facilitate the translation of innovative tech-
nologies into real results. Nearly 700 researches
from the Chinese Academy of Science and over
15,000 teachers and students from 13 institutions of
higher learning visited or participated in the Expo,
which brought the academic community face to
face with the entrepreneurs where they shared their
wisdom and ideas and explored opportunities for
cooperation and set up bridges for highly efficient
communication between the industrial, academic,
and research communities.
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The CISCE has deepened interactions between
Chinese and foreign businesses. It has built a plat-
form of cooperation for various players of global
industrial chains. Chinese and foreign exhibitors
demonstrated fruits of industrial and supply chain
cooperation. For instance, GE and Sinopharm es-
tablished a joint booth and launched their joint ven-
ture. Qualcomm Incorporated and China Mobile,
Xiaomi, and iQIYI showcased their success stories
of cooperation. More importantly, Chinese and
foreign exhibitors used the industrial and supply
chains as a media to present themselves and deepen

Robotic arms used in car manufacturing, Chongging, PR China
Photo: Shutterstock
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cooperation, making the supply chain one of win-
win cooperation. 83.2% of exhibitors believed that
the Expo has effectively facilitated global industrial
and supply chain cooperation. CCPIT joined hands
with its counterparts from Brazil, South Africa, the
Republic of Korea, Turkey, and Hungary in organiz-
inga series of trade events, which greatly promoted
trade cooperation.

The CISCE was an Expo with great highlights,
with uniqueness in terms of exhibition design,
theme, logic, content and approach, which can be
summarized as creative, international, professional
and green.

Creative. The Expo set its eyes on the “chains” In
terms of the approach to exhibition, its focus was on
the exhibition of “chains” and then the total ecology
rather than particular products. It terms of the expect-
ed outcomes, its focus was on promoting long-term
cooperation and shared development of businesses. It
had expanded the “small logic” of the business’ growth
in one industrial chain to the “big logic” of the devel-
opment of the whole industries they belong to, which
created new modes and new forms for exhibitions.

International. Foreign exhibitors account for
26% of the total, covering 55 countries and regions.
American and European businesses took up 36%.
Companies from South Africa, Canada, Japan, Vi-
etnam, the African Union, the Arab League, Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, and Latin American
and Caribbean countries set up country-specific
or regional booths. Exhibitors from BRI partner
countries accounted for nearly half of the total. To
demonstrate the open and inclusive nature of CISCE,
CCPIT provided free booths for the Laos, Rwanda,
Timor Leste and some other least developed coun-
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tries. A delegation comprising representatives of
18 international organizations including the United
Nations Development Programme, the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization, and the International
Labor Organization visited the exhibition.
Professional. The five industrial chains and the
supply chain service exhibition, all focal points of
attention for the business community, cover long
links and are of fundamental and guiding significance.
Through digital empowerment, scenario presenta-
tion, diverse interactions, and immersive experience,
a panorama view of the supply chain was presented,
making the abstract supply chain visible, understand-
able, and touchable. The Expo also established work
stations for intellectual property and legal services
and windows for intellectual property patent and
trademark application, which saw zero complaint
concerning the infringement on intellectual property
rights. CATL and Dalian Ketian successfully got the
application for patent and trademark registration
approved on spot. This was the first time that an
exhibitor had applied for intellectual property at a
domestic exhibition, thus realizing “fast protection”
for the intellectual property rights of exhibitors.
Green. In the whole process of defining the
underlyinglogic for the exhibition, soliciting exhib-
itors, and exhibition hall development and opera-
tion, the CISCE has highlighted green, low-carbon
and sustainable development. It launched the “zero
carbon Expo” initiative, tailor-made carbon-neu-
trality solutions such as carbon credit and carbon
inclusiveness. 100% green power was made possible
through green power transactions among provinc-
es. Green energy and the digital economy became
key areas for the exhibitors and professional audi-



ences. Volvo and Yunnan Aluminum Co. Ltd. signed
a Memorandum of Understanding on sustainable
aluminum value chain. New energy cooperation
agreements were closed, such as the one between
ITG and JA Technology.

The CISCE was an Expo was fruitful outcomes.
It built a brand-new platform of openness for busi-
nesses from various countries to strengthen indus-
trial and supply chain cooperation. It was a vivid
demonstration of China’s willingness to increase
market opportunities, better align rules and reg-
ulations with international standards, stimulate
greater driving force for innovation and create more
opportunities for inclusive cooperation, sending the
clear signal that China will get more deeply involved
in building global industrial and supply chains. The
Expo attracted 150,000 visits. There were as many
as over 20,000 visitors at one single point. Delega-
tions of over 100 ministries and local governments
followed each other closely in visiting the Expo.
According to incomplete statistics, relevant parties
signed over 200 cooperation agreements and letters
of intent, with a worth of over RMB 150 billion. A
large number of Chinese and foreign businesses
have expressed the wish to participate in the second
CISCE. 44 exhibitors have already signed letters of
intent for participating the 2024 CISCE.

Remarkable results in trade promotion. A
system for matching suppliers and buyers was
developed. A series of events were held for trade
negotiations, supply-demand matching and on-
spot procurement to facilitate cooperation between
Chinese and foreign exhibitors. Targeted matching
before the Expo was followed by in-depth exchang-
esat the Expo and follow-ups after the Expo. A third
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of exhibitors have got to know over 10 supply chain
cooperation partners through the event. Nearly 90%
of the exhibitors believed that the CISCE effectively
promoted their cooperation with businesses in the
upper, middle and lower reaches of the industrial
chain and with supply chain service businesses.
Eye-catching results in investment coopera-
tion. The 2023 Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Industrial and
Supply Chain Conference held a series of field visits
to industries, launched a cross-region industrial
chain map and a report on coordinated develop-
ment of the region, thus building a new window and
platform for coordination and cooperation between
them. Inner Mongolia, Liaoning, Hubei, Sichuan,
Guizhou, Xinjiang, and Shenzhen held events to
promote their featured products, creating platforms
for global promotion and resource pooling.
Excellent results in pooling resources for inno-
vation. Focusing on high-quality development, the
CISCE has attracted the most representative, special
and excellent champion businesses of the industrial
chains. Highlighting scientific innovation, model
innovation, and business form innovation, the Expo
facilitated technological sharing and project match-
ing. 47 Chinese and foreign businesses showed their
new products, new technologies and new services for
the first time at the Expo, which greatly promoted
in-depth integration of the innovation chain, the
industrial chain, the supply chain and the value chain.
Pragmatic and effective exchanges. Five mem-
bers of the Chinese Academy of Science, the Chinese
Academy of Engineering, over 9o representatives of
international organizations, senior management of
the Fortune 500 businesses and leading companies
in various sectors attended thematic forums and

| 45



46 |

shared their insights and “CISCE wisdom” CCPIT
held the first Trade Promotion Think Tank Forum
and released the Report on Global Supply Chain Pro-
motion to share research results and seek win-win
cooperation with the business and academic com-
munity. Many businesses leading in their industrial
chains showed their complete supply chains for the
first time at the Expo. SMEs presented their special
products and services. The vast number of exhib-
itors used the platform to increase understanding,
share ideas, trade products, and strengthen their
weak links.

Continuing to Deepen Industrial
and Supply Chain Cooperation
Guided by Xi Jinping Thought
on Socialism with Chinese
Characteristics for a New Era

Over the past 70 plus years since its founding,
grounded in China while facing the world, CCPIT
has played an important role in building close
bonds between Chinese and foreign businesses,
facilitating international trade, and promoting the
development of state-to-state relations. In the new
era and on the new journey ahead, guided by Xi
Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics for a new era, we will continue to follow
through on the major outcomes of the 20th Nation-
al Congress of the CPC, stay firmly grounded in the
“two imperatives’, keep in mind matters of national
importance, focus on serving national strategies
and serve Chinese and foreign businesses. We will
continue to make a success of the CISCE, provide
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more global public goods, safeguard the resilience
and stability of the global industrial and supply
chains and shoulder our responsibility in building a
modern socialist country and in building a human
community with a shared future.

We will strive for safe and stable industrial and
supply chains. Security and stability are the impor-
tant precondition for realizing development. Aimed
at combining trade and investment promotion with
industrial development, CPPIT has made use of
professional exhibitions to tap their potential for
pooling industrial chains, and built platforms for in-
ternational exchanges and cooperation that match
supply with demand, link businesses in the upper,
middle and lower reaches and bring together indus-
trial and supply chains. In so doing, we contribute to
building a modern industrial system and improving
the resilience and security of China’s industrial and
supply chains. We have been working to promote
transformation and upgrading of foreign trade-ori-
ented businesses, help them make the best use of
trade rules and practices, cultivate a number of
highly innovative leading companies and enhance
the competitiveness of SMEs. We have organized
overseas trade exhibitions, nurtured overseas brand
names, and expanded the size of our exhibitions.
In the process, we have focused on matching sup-
ply with demand, and helping businesses focus on
increasing exports of strength products and to key
markets. We will continue to provide the world
with quality China-made products, stable Chinese
supplies, and help build a secure and resilient global
industrial system.

We will continue to build smooth and efficient
industrial and supply chains. General Secretary Xi



Jinping delivered a keynote speech at the third Belt
and Road Forum for International Cooperation in
which he announced eight steps for supporting
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, bringing
the BRI to a new stage of high-quality development.
CCPIT will continue cooperation and coordination
with relevant parties to follow through on the out-
comes of the third BRF and the Beltand Road CEO
Conference and help deliver the signed projects
on the ground at an early date. We will work with
our partners to deliver real results through our 393
bilateral and multilateral mechanisms for business
cooperation, and promote bilateral, regional, and
multilateral cooperation. Within the frameworks of
China-ASEAN, China-Central Asia, China-Africa,
China-Arab, and China-CELAC cooperation, we
will organize high-level exhibitions and forums.
We will work for the implementation of free trade
agreements including the RCEP, usher in greater
results in Belt and Road trade cooperation, and
promote cooperation in new areas such as health,
the green economy, the digital economy and in-
novation, which will improve the quality of global
industrial and supply chains.

We will work to build open and inclusive indus-
trial and supply chains. Openness and cooperation
are an important driving force for development and
progress. Inclusiveness and sustainability are the
important guarantee for shared prosperity. As an
important window for China’s opening up, CCPIT
will build on our strength of linking the government
with the business community, and connecting China
with the world, to smooth out supply and demand,
improve the quality of trade and investment cooper-
ation, and help businesses get more deeply involved
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in the system of global industrial and supply chains.
We will support overseas businesses to China for
important exhibition and trade promotion events,
facilitate the import of quality consumer products,
advanced technologies, and important equipment,
to expand room for the development of global in-
dustrial and supply chains. We will continue to give
full play to the role of the Special Seminar of the
CCPIT on Providing Services for Foreign-related
Businesses, improve the existing mechanism for reg-
ular exchanges with multinational corporations and
overseas chambers of commerce in China, and build
a full-chain, one-stop, international business-re-
lated legal service system, with an eye to building
market-oriented, law-based and first class business
environment and bringing into fruition more quality
foreign-funded projects.

We will continue to build mutually-beneficial
industrial and supply chains. Industrial and sup-
ply chains are the most important global public
goods, which calls for joint development, con-
tribution, and governance of the international
community. The business community is an im-
portant player in formulating international trade
rules and in acting on the global governance of
industrial and supply chains. The CCPIT has al-
ways taken upon itself to organize the Chinese
business community to participate in the work of
multilateral organizations and multilateral plat-
forms. We have organized Chinese businesses to
get deeply involved in the business community
events under multilateral platforms such as APEC,
G20, and BRICS as well as the work of interna-
tional organizations such as the International
Chamber of Commerce. These events have gone
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a long way in helping airing concerns about safe-
guarding and maintaining global industrial and
supply chains, pooling consensus for cooperation,
putting forward Chinese solutions that conform
to Chinese interests and win international recog-
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nition, and enhancing international macro-policy
coordination on industrial and supply chains, thus
contributing to the sound development of eco-
nomic globalization and the building of an open
world economy.

One of exceptionally valuable exhibits from the display in the Nanjing Museum
Photo: Uro$ Suvakovi¢
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Summary: Ten years ago, with deep insight into global development trends and to promote common develop-
ment and human progress, General Secretary Xi Jinping put forward the grand Belt and Road Initiative. Now it can
be concluded that it is a successful and globally important project which has advanced world economy, but also
created a brand-new model of international cooperative development. This text offers a series of concrete data:
for example, China has signed MoUs for the Digital Silk Road with 17 countries, established bilateral cooperation
mechanisms for “Silk Road” e-commerce with 23 countries and built 34 cross-border terrestrial cable systems and
several international submarine cables. More importantly, numerous forms of integration have been realized between
those countries, from cooperation in culture, education, tourism, science and technology to the construction and
expansion of transport infrastructure. Thanks to the open and partnering relationship, the paradigm of international
cooperation development has been changed, which announces a prospect of expanding the cooperation domain
with new projects such as the “Green Silk Road”, the “Digital Silk Road” and the “Health Silk Road”. It implies a
new way of thinking and approach to the values, rules and standards, and the promotion of new technologies such
as artificial intelligence, big data, cloud computing, and Internet of Things.
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Tenyearsago,withdeepinsightintoglobaldevelopment
trends and to promote common development and
human progress, General Secretary Xi Jinping put
forward the grand Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Over
the past decade, the Belt and Road construction has
not only forcefully advanced the global connectivity
process and injected significant dynamics to the
world economic recovery but also created a brand

new model of international cooperative development,
and conducted innovative exploration for change
on global governance, becoming a milestone of the
history of human development, especially that of
contemporary international relations as well as an
important support for promoting the rejuvenation of
the Chinese nation and building a modern socialist
country with Chinese characteristics.
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Marked Achievements of
Decade-Long Belt and
Road Construction

Under the BRI framework, “five connections”
complement one another, with “hard connec-
tivity”, “soft connectivity” and people-to-people
bonds bringing out the best in each other. Not
only has the BRI achieved direct and real benefit
that attracts the world’s attention, it has also made
comprehensive long-term benefits for the future
generations.

First, the BRI has advanced China’s politi-
cal, economic and social relations with partner
countries. By June 2023, China has signed BRI
cooperative documents with 152 countries in the
world and 32 international organizations, covering
more than three quarters of global countries and
60 percent of global population. By the end of
August, it has signed 21 free trade agreements with
28 countries and regions, and the trade in goods
between China and the BRI partners has expanded
from US $1.04 trillion in 2013 to US $2.07 trillion in
2022, with an average annual growth of 8 percent.
In 2022, the proportion of China’s total imports
and exports with BRI partner countries reached
32.84 percent, 7.82 percentage points above that
of 2013. Between 2013 and 2022, the total value
of new project contracts signed by Chinese en-
terprises with the BRI partner countries and the
turnover accumulated to US $1.2 trillion and US
$800 billion respectively, accounting for a half
of the total value of contracted foreign projects
during the same period. The two-way investment
between China and BRI partner countries accu-
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mulated to US $270 billion, and investment in
Overseas Economic and Trade Cooperation Zones
(OETCZ) in the BRI partner countries accumu-
lated to US $57.13 billion, creating 421,000 local
jobs. The economic relations between China and
BRI partner countries have improved resilience of
each country’s supply chains. In 2022, China’s ex-
ports of textile products, electronic components,
basic organic chemical products and automobile
parts increased by 14.5%, 21.1%, 31.1% and 24.6%
respectively, and energy and agricultural imports
increased by 58.8% and 13.4% respectively. The BRI
plays an important role in ensuring stable energy,
food and key mineral supplies for all countries
concerned.

Second, the BRI has advanced the global pro-
cess of comprehensive connectivity. Over the past
ten years, as the four-in-one connectivity of land,
sea, space and cyber has moved forward in a solid
way, a connectivity framework of “six corridors,
six routes, and multiple countries and ports” has
taken shape. The China-Europe Express freight
trains increased from 8o trips in 2013 to 16000
trips in 2022, having connected over 110 cities
in China and 216 cities in Europe by the end of
June 2023. Since the China-Laos Railway became
operational in December 2021, passenger trips
have totaled 20 million, with cargo trips covering
Laos, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia and Sin-
gapore. Goods categories have increased from
over 100 including chemical fertilizer and general
merchandise to begin with to over 1200 including
electronics, photovoltaic and cold chain fruits.
The New Western Land-Sea Corridor has taken
shape with the Eastern, the Central and the West-



ern railway main roads, radiating to 18 provinces,
autonomous regions and municipalities under di-
rectjurisdiction of the central government, and 61
cities, while logistics and transportation network
connecting 119 countries and regions, and 393
ports across the globe. China has signed MoUs
of cooperation on the Digital Silk Road with 17
countries, established Silk Road e-commerce bi-
lateral cooperative mechanisms with 23 countries,
and built 34 cross-border terrestrial cable sys-
tems and several international submarine cables.
More importantly, the China-Europe Express, the
New Western Land-Sea Corridor, the China-Laos
Railway and the Digital Silk Road have promoted
integration among countries involved and thus
created a still greater integration effect. Under
the BRI framework, as cooperation in culture, ed-
ucation, tourism, science and technology, poverty
alleviation, sports and medicine and public health
has continued to deepen, people in the countries
concerned have not only aligned with the BRI
cooperation vision but also actively participated
in the Belt and Road construction process, and
increasingly become important BRI participants
and contributors.

Third, the BRI has boosted world economic
recovery. The Belt and Road construction has
brought real economic development and peo-
ple’s well-being to the participating countries. For
instance, China-Belarus Great Stone Industrial
Park has attracted 107 enterprises from 15 coun-
tries, covering machine building, e-commerce,
new materials, traditional Chinese medicine, ar-
tificial intelligence and 5G network development,
and become the largest industrial park in the
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Eurasian region. Since a Chinese conglomerate
invested and took part in the operation of the
Port of Piraeus in Greece, this largest Mediter-
ranean port has been helped out of operational
difficulties and rejuvenated, being praised by
Greek Prime Minister Mitsotakis as “a win-win
landmark project”. Since purchasing Smederevo
steel mill in Serbia, another Chinese conglom-
erate has turned around the enterprise that had
made losses for years running into a profitable
one, saving 5000 local jobs and becoming the sec-
ond largest exporter of the country. Yet another
Chinese company contracted the construction of
Puttalam power plant in Sri Lanka, solving the
problem of electricity for 20 million people and
providing 40% of power supply of the country.
Engineering projects such as the Mombasa-Nai-
robi Railway, the Addis Ababa-Djibouti Railway,
Jakarta-Bandung High-Speed Railway and the
Kamchiq Tunnel greatly cut back on local trans-
port time cost. As the World Bank’s Belt and Road
Economics: Opportunities and Risks of Transport
Corridors report goes, if fully implemented, BRI
transport infrastructure can reduce travel time
for economies along the transport corridors by up
to 12%, increase trade by between 2.8% and 9.7%
for the corridor economies, and increase real in-
come by 1.2% and 3.4%, lifting 7.6 million people
from extreme poverty and 32 million people from
moderate poverty. According to a study by the
Centre for Economics and Business Research of
the United Kingdom (UK), by 2040, the BRI will
contribute more than US $10 billion to the GDP of
over 50 BRI participating countries whereas the
United States (US), in spite of not participating
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in the BRI, will benefit a 1.4 percentage increase
to its economic growth.

Fourth, the BRI has led innovation on the
paradigm of international cooperation and global
governance. Traditional international economic
cooperation basically goes by the logic of “prior-
itizing institutions’, i.e., to set up institutional rules
first and then to conduct cooperation according to
the unified rules. There are three major problems
of the institution-led cooperation: first, some of
the institutions cannot guarantee equal rights for
all countries; second, institutions in themselves are
not enough to fully induce development vitality of
all parties; and third, it is liable to lead to insuf-
ficient supply of public goods like infrastructure.
The BRI transcends the traditional international
cooperation model by combining rule-orientation
with practical cooperation-orientation, combining
top level design with “wading the river by groping
for stones’, combining government function with
market logic, combining infrastructure with finan-
cial innovation, and combining focusing on key
points with openness and inclusion, underlining
the wisdom of uniting knowledge and action, that
results in unity of theory and practice. The BRI
practice has led to paradigm shift of international
cooperative development. In recent years, there
has emerged a concentration of a large number of
conceptualizations for international cooperation,
taking reference of the BRI in partners, domains,
ideas and paths of cooperation. The cooperation
ideas of other developing countries such as the
Bright Road Initiative of Kazakhstan, the Develop-
ment Road Initiative of Mongolia, Laos’ strategy of
turning a land-locked country into a land-linked
one, and the Middle Corridor Initiative of Turkey
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are all closely connected to the BRI, whereas the
so-called alternatives like the “Blue Dot Network’,
“Build Back Better World” and the “Partnership
for Global Infrastructure and Investment” also
take reference of the BRI experience. As a matter
of fact, it is the general view of the internation-
al community that the BRI has taken the lead in
leaving its deep footprint in global infrastructure
construction, with multiple advantages in infra-
structure, production capacity, fund and ameni-
ties, and the development trend of Belt and Road
construction cannot be impeded by any externally
competitive ideas.

Fifth, the BRI has increased the voice and
influence of developing countries. The BRI has
changed the history that developing countries
could not but participate and be integrated into
the institutional platforms created by the West,
providing an important platform for the practice
of promoting evolutionary “incremental change”
to the international system, helping the emerging
markets and developing countries increase their
voice and influence on international affairs, and
pushing the international order and global gov-
ernance towards greater fairness and rationality.
To date, the UN and other major internation-
al institutions like the G2o, the APEC, and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization deeply sub-
scribe to the BRI cooperative vision, with mem-
bership of the Asian Infrastructure Investment
Bank reaching 106 and its amount of financing
reaching US $38.8 billion, the Silk Road Fund
providing investment and financing support to
over 60 countries and regions, and the coopera-
tive mechanisms centering on the Belt and Road
Forum for International Cooperation having



taken shape. Integration of development strate-
gies and development planning between China
and other developing countries under the BRI in-
creasingly deepens, making economic globaliza-
tion more open, inclusive, balanced and beneficial
for all, and providing important opportunities and
brand-new options for developing countries in the
process of their independent pursuit of moderni-
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zation. Other developing countries under the BRI
uphold justice on international and regional hot
spot issues, speaking up on issues relating to the
COVID-19 virus origin-tracing, human rights,
Hong Kong, Xinjiang and Taiwan, having become
staunch companions and supporters of China in
promoting international justice and safeguarding
its core national interests.

President of the Republic of Serbia, Aleksandar Vuci¢, with the HBIS Group Steel delegation
led by the General Director of this company, Song Sihai, October 2022
Photo: Dimitrije Gol
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New Situation in Face
of High-Quality Joint Belt and Road
Construction

As the evolution of world profound changes un-
seen in a century has accelerated in recent years,
global political and economic patterns undergoing
profound transformation, and world civilizations
mutually enriching and stimulating one another,
the Belt and Road construction shoulders more
arduous historical mission and faces more complex
environmental conditions.

First, the world economic recovery and
growth remain weak. As the world economic
development is a major cycle whereas the COV-
ID-19 pandemic is a minor cycle, the latter may
have impact on the former in somewhat way but
cannot change its general direction. The easing of
the COVID-19 may alleviate the disorder in global
industrial and supply chains and release pended
development dynamics. However, from the macro
point of view, the world economy remains in the
period of switching over from old drivers to new
ones, with the old development model being dif-
ficult to carry on and the new economic drivers
being yet to mature, and it will undergo slow and
medium-speed growth for along time to come. At
the same time, as the impact of political security
factors may intensify, the Ukraine Crisis and ma-
jor power contest have affected trade, investment,
financial stability, food and energy security, and
the backlash against globalization, unilateralism
and protectionism are yet to wane. The world
economy faces dual pressure of weak recovery and
lingering inflation, with fragmentation of trade
rules preventing cooperation from deepening,
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division of economic and technology systems
interfering development process of globaliza-
tion, and climate change and extreme weather
liable to cause a large-scale humanitarian crisis.
Pushing forward the Belt and Road construction
will help bring out complimentary advantage of
industrial and supply chains between China and
other developing BRI partners to continue, better
cooperative potentials and inject more stability,
certainty, balance and strong dynamics into global
development.

Second, overall debt pressure on BRI partici-
pating countries increases. According to statistics
of the International Monetary Fund, 70 low-in-
come economies are in face of US $326 billion
in debt, half of which have fallen or will fall into
a debt crisis. In the Asia-Pacific region, average
government debt level is at its peak in 18 years, 19
of the regional countries being classified high risk
ones of debt crisis. Scale of African debts has in-
creased markedly over the past decade and more,
reaching US $696 billion by 2022, leaving 60% of
African countries at high risk of debt distress.
The peak period of repayment for developing
countries in the Asia-Pacific region and Africa
will come in a few years’ time, and the world’s
largest mass debt crisis for developing countries
in decades may occur, leading to economic crises
and social turbulence in many countries. China
is not a major creditor for middle- and low-in-
come countries. According to the World Bank,
debt increment of developing countries COMES
mainly from Western commercial creditors and
multilateral financial institutions, bilateral gov-
ernmental debts account for less than 30% and
those owed to China, for less than 10%. However,



as Chinese government loans take a large propor-
tion of bilateral governmental debts for countries
concerned and plus deluding influence of “debt
trap theory”, relevant BRI project financing is
under considerable public pressure. It is necessary
for China and its BRI partners to guide the inter-
national community to understand the debt is-
sue objectively and rationally, analyzing concrete
debt composition, and both facilitating solution
to debt issue for concerned countries and seeking
sustainable investment and financing model so
as to practice the philosophy of “teaching people
how to fish while giving them fish’, and to help
BRI partners upgrade endogenous dynamics for
social and economic development and self-he-
matopoietic ability.

Third, head-on external competition intensi-
fies. External competition to the BRI boils down to
three levels. First, putting forward so-called com-
petitive alternatives, through the “Blue Dot Net-
work”, “Build Back Better World” and the “Part-
nership for Global Infrastructure and Investment”
to increase investment in Africa, Middle East,
South Asia, Southeast Asia and Latin America,
contest with China for global infrastructure mar-
ket in either with me or against me thinking, and
instigate “decoupling” industrial chains, de-sin-
icization and de-risking. Secondly, resorting to
institutional rules to put soft shackles on the BRI
in environment, financing and transparency so
as to both block the process of Belt and Road
construction and prevent the rules and stand-
ards in the practice of Belt and Road construction
from becoming global rules and standards. Third,
launching cognitive warfare against the BRI to
continue producing fallacious arguments like debt
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trap, rule substitution, new colonial expansion,
resource plunder, digital infiltration and threat to
values, to apply their advantage in agenda setting,
narrative skills, media network and technology
in creating international opinion to attack and
smear the BRI’s original philosophical purpose,
construction results and development prospect.
Seemingly objective and neutral, a small num-
ber of individual countries attempt to, through
NGOs, rating agencies, management consultan-
cies, attack the weak links of the BRI cooperation,
twisting the facts, speaking in superlatives and
spoiling the atmosphere.

Fourth, boundary between global devel-
opment and security is becoming increasingly
blurry. An important manifestation of the world
entering a new period of turbulence and change
is the rising weight of security, with the security
logic excluding and extruding the development
logic. The BRI is an initiative for cooperative
development, with its results not only leading the
local economic and social development but also
producing positive effect for international peace
and stability. However, certain forces hold on to
the Cold War mentality and the logic of power
politics, looking at the BRI from the bloc rivalry
perspective, pan-politicizing economic cooper-
ation, over-interpreting the concept of security,
and challenging the BRI cooperation with the log-
ic of geopolitics. Meanwhile, the Ukraine crisis,
the Afghanistan issue as well as terrorism, tele-
com fraud, biosecurity, food and energy security
also in a profound way affect the comprehensive
deepening of the Belt and Road construction. As
diverse issues are increasingly impossible to be
avoided, it is necessary for the BRI cooperation
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to actively shape a positive posture where devel-
opment and security bring out the best in each
other, actively resist impact of certain political
and security logic, try its best to maintain the
general direction of economic globalization, se-
cure global industrial and supply chains, enhance
international security cooperation and safeguard
common interests of all parties in the BRI coop-
eration so as to accumulate conditions for resolv-
ing international hot spot and tough issues with
practical cooperation.

Continuing to Lead Theoretical
and Practical Innovation for Global
Common Development

The Belt and Road construction in practice has cre-
ated a new paradigm of international economic co-
operation, achieved new results of global common
development, and become an important practical
platform for building a community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind. Looking to the future, high-quali-
ty joint Belt and Road construction will continue to
lead theoretical and practical innovation for global
common development, contribute more material
and cultural public goods to the world, and help
various countries advance modernization process
in common effort.

First, facilitating development issue to return
to the core of international agenda. At present, the
world economic recovery remains weak, anti-glo-
balization goes strong, development gap between
the North and South widens, energy and food se-
curity faces challenge, the problem of unbalanced,
insufficient and unsustainable global development
protrudes, and development agenda is at risk of
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being politicized and marginalized. China’s prac-
tical experience illustrates that as development is
the foundation and key for solving all problems,
problems arising in the course of development can
only be solved with further and better develop-
ment. The fact that the Belt and Road construction
has won warm response and active participation of
the international community can largely attribute
to the fact that it has got right on the major issue
of human development, discovered the root cause
of the issue, and found the key of development to
solving issues. The Belt and Road construction
upholds the development orientation, and makes
all parties push development back to the core of in-
ternational agenda and prevent against marginali-
zation of the development issue. At the same time,
the BRI is a comprehensive cooperative frame-
work, involving an extensive range of entities,
domains, industrial forms and models, and has
encountered all sorts of problems and challenges
in the practice of its construction, which makes it
necessary to be pragmatic cooperation-oriented
and developmental needs-oriented, solve urgent
practical development problems for all parties,
stimulates enthusiasm of all parties for coopera-
tion through solving pain points and difficulties,
whereby lasting driving forces for cooperation
can converge.

Second, intensive cultivation of infrastructure
and industrial cooperation. The practice of the
Belt and Road construction in the past decade
demonstrates that infrastructure and industrial
cooperation is the focal point for developing coun-
tries to achieve development, and an important
basis for preventing economy turning from sub-
stantial to fictitious. Building high-quality, sus-



tainable, risk-resistant, rationally priced, inclusive
and tangible infrastructure and fostering indus-
tries fitting local resource endowment and with
competitive advantage helps developing countries
be better integrated into global industrial, supply
and value chains, enlarge their independence and
voice, and achieve linked, common development.
According to reports of relevant research bodies,
in the future there will be an annual shortfall of
global infrastructure investment of roughly US $1
trillion and more, with overall demand in glob-
al infrastructure market exceeding supply, and
therefore it is entirely possible for major countries
to attain complementary advantages and make
common efforts in promoting a global connec-
tivity process. The BRI keeps focusing on infra-
structure connectivity and production capacity
cooperation, giving full play to China’s advantage
in infrastructure, production capacity and indus-
trial supporting facilities and being able to provide
driving force for economic development of BRI
partners. At the same time, the BRI pursues the
concept of opening and inclusion, being open to
all concepts for global infrastructure cooperation,
continuing to promote innovation on cooperative
domains, models, paths and mechanisms, and in-
ducing synergy of all parties in making joint efforts
to expand global infrastructure and production
capacity cooperation.

Third, exploring construction of long effect co-
operation mechanisms in all domains. The Beltand
Road construction is a century project that calls for
continued exploration for optimum and sustain-
able cooperation models. The philosophical re-
quirements of extensive consultation, joint contri-
bution and shared benefits, and of openness, green

Wang Liyong

Lin Yongliang

Belt and Road Construction’s Achievement

of the Past Decade and Development Prospect

development, clean government, high-standard,
sustainability and benefiting people’s livelihoods
will guide the direction of high-quality joint BRI
construction. These philosophical requirements
will turn into concrete practice. Infrastructure is
of strong public goods attributes, cannot rely only
on the market logic and corporate strength, and
needs governments to play their roles. Therefore, it
is necessary to explore a sustainable infrastructure
supply model, and give full play to government and
enterprise synergy. As there are many projects of
large investment, long cycle and slow results in the
Belt and Road construction, the source of fund-
ing, if too unitary, would result in heavy financial
pressure. Therefore, it is necessary to explore sus-
tainable investment and financing model, attract
investment from multilateral development agen-
cies and financial institutions of developed coun-
tries, increase the proportion of equity financing,
and deepen third-party market cooperation so as
to form a virtuous circle of investment, develop-
ment and income. For Belt and Road projects to
be both economically gainful and perceptible to
local communities it is necessary to extensively
listen to people’s interests and suggestions, com-
prehensively considering direct and real income,
as well as long-term and comprehensive effect,
explore sustainable mechanisms for benign social
and economic interaction, summarize experience
that can be replicated and promoted, remove bar-
riers and divide between the economic logic and
the social logic.

Fourth, coordinating the advancement of
practical development and theoretical innova-
tion. Just as the proposition of the BRI is in it-
self a theoretical and practical pioneering work,
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the high-quality Belt and Road construction also
firmly requires dynamics from innovation. It is
necessary for the Belt and Road construction to
expand new cooperation domains like the Green
Silk Road, the Digital Silk Road, and the Health
Silk Road, explore new cooperation models like
inter-governmental cooperation, inter-firm co-
operation and inter-local cooperation, advance
new development in mindset, values, rules and
standards, and promote new technologies like Al,
big data, cloud computing, and internet of Things.
It is necessary to serve the construction of new
development paradigm, collaborate in implement-
ing the Global Development Initiative, the Glob-
al Security Initiative, and the Global Civilization
Initiative, tap new potentials for global common
development, and inject new dynamics into the
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construction of a community with a shared future
for mankind. At the same time, the BRI contains
the profound wisdom of Chinese philosophy, and
has transcended traditional Western theoretical
frameworks on economics, development, and
cooperation, broken blind superstition and path
dependence, and achieved comprehensive innova-
tion and transcendence in philosophical basis, val-
ue pursuit, and cooperation models, methods and
paths. The BRI theoretical system and discourse
system will continue to be enriched by practical
development, giving Midas touch like theoreti-
cal support and opinion support for high-quality
joint Belt and Road construction to move forward
steady and go far, and providing ideological en-
lightenment and practical path for global common
development and progress.

Drone flight over Shanghai, China
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Summary: The international landscape has undergone deep changes in the past years, whereas the noise in the
public opinion gives rise to the notions such as superiority, collision of civilizations, conflict of cultures etc. However,
in the east of the world, China in the new era explores ways of interaction between nations and civilizations with
its unique cultural spirit enriched by the concept of Chinese modernization and Xi Jinping’s vision of the necessity
of cooperation expansion among diverse civilizations. Committed to exchanges and integration of different civili-
zations and focusing on the high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, China vigorously advances the connectivity
of people while at the same time building cooperation networks in, among other things, education, health, sports
and tourism. China’s proposal for globalization in the post-pandemic era refrains from drawing ideological lines,
not targeting a third party, nor striving for the formation of an exclusive bloc. Instead, China advocates respect of
diversity and differences and works on building a community with the common future for whole humanity.
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On March 15, 2023, General Secretary Xi Jinping
proposed for the first time the Global Civiliza-
tion Initiative (GCI) at the CPC in Dialogue with
World Political Parties High-level Meeting. The
GCI, like the Global Development Initiative and
the Global Security Initiative, is another important
public good provided by China in the new era to
address common global challenges and build a
shared future for humanity. This year marks the
tenth anniversary of General Secretary Xi Jinping’s
proposal of building a community with a shared
future for mankind and the Belt and Road Initiative

(BRI). The GCI has further expanded the means
and pathways towards the building of a community
with a shared future for mankind, enriched the ide-
ological connotation of the BRI, and offered Chi-
nese solutions and contributed Chinese wisdom
to promoting the exchanges and mutual learning
of civilizations as well as advancing progress of
human civilization.

In recent years, the international landscape
has been undergoing profound changes. The
various conflicts among different cultures and
civilizations have not yet been eliminated, and
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noises hyping up the notions such as superiority
of certain civilizations and clash of civilizations
have been lingering in the international public
opinion arena. However, in the east of world,
China in the new era has been exploring ways of
interaction among nations and civilizations with
its unique cultural spirit. With the continuous
development of Chinese modernization, China has
forged its own unique vision on civilizations. Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping pointed out at the CPC in
Dialogue with World Political Parties High-level
Meeting: “As the future of all countries are close-
ly connected, tolerance, coexistence, exchanges
and mutual learning among different civilizations
play anirreplaceable role in advancing humanity’s
modernization process and making the garden of
world civilizations flourish.” Based on the features
of the times and the development context of Chi-
na, the GCI encapsulates the Chinese wisdom of
state governance in the new era, follows the trend
of world modernization and the law of human
civilization development. With the GCI in mind,
China will join hands with all countries to cre-
ate a new era for global civilization cooperation
through exchanges and mutual learning among
civilizations.

Diversity of civilizations is
a Necessary Law of the
Development of Human History

Human history is one of plural civilizations pros-
pering together in diversity. Interaction, collision
and integration of different civilizations have
brought about possibilities for progress of human
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society and painted a colorful picture of the world
moving forward. As early as remote antiquity, hu-
man beings created a variety of colorful original
civilizations, including, among others, the Meso-
potamia civilization, the Nile River Valley civiliza-
tion, the Indus Valley civilization, the Yellow River
and Yangtze River civilization, the Maya civiliza-
tion, which all brimmed with unique splendors.
2000 years ago, Confucius and Lao-tzu in China,
Socrates and Plato in ancient Greece and other
great thinkers emerged, who were just like bright
stars shining together and became high mountains
that later generations look up to. The ideological
propositions and ethical principles they put for-
ward created cultural traditions of different ancient
civilizations and jointly lit up the sparks of the age
of reason in human civilization.

With the opening of new trade routes, in-
dividuals from different civilizations set foot on
each other’s territory more frequently. The ex-
changes and cooperation among civilizations gave
impetus to the progress of human society. The
four great inventions of China were transmitted
to Europe via the Arab world, which promot-
ed the Renaissance and the religious reform and
facilitated the emancipation of mind and social
progress in Europe; Zheng He made seven voy-
ages by his treasure-loaded ship to the Western
seas and spread advanced technologies to the
South Seas, which led to civilization and enlight-
enment of local communities; Matteo Ricci and
Xu Guanggqi jointly translated Elements by Euclid,
which marked the beginning of the exchanges
between Chinese and Western science. It can
be seen that the exchanges and mutual learning
of civilizations served as a basic form of human



social interaction in history, and had great sig-
nificance for the common prosperity of human
civilizations. Connectivity between regional civi-
lizations and inclusion of global civilizations have
provided an inexhaustible source of nutrients for
the emergence of new philosophies and new ideas,
pushing for the continued development of human
civilizations in all forms.

However, the industrial revolution has led
to rapid changes in balance of power between
countries. With the expansion of colonialism, the
diversity of world civilizations has been severe-
ly challenged. After two world wars, the world
established the basic order and rules for inter-
national relations and entered a period based
on independent nation states. After more than a
hundred years of endeavors, a vast number of de-
veloping countries have finally embarked on their
own modernization paths, and the collective rise
of diverse groups has become an inevitable trend
of world development. Consequently, many an-
cient civilizations have regained their vitality and
confidence, bringing the world civilizations back
to the track of diversified and inclusive develop-
ment featuring open dialogue, mutual learning and
drawing on each other’s strengths. The diversity of
human civilizations is bound to reappear, and the
relations among civilizations are bound to return
to equality. This is the general trend of human
historical development and the aspiration of the
people. General Secretary Xi Jinping stressed in
the GCI that “We advocate the respect for the di-
versity of civilizations. Countries need to uphold
the principles of equality, mutual learning, dia-
logue and inclusiveness among civilizations, and
let cultural exchanges transcend estrangement,
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mutual learning transcend clashes, and coexist-
ence transcend feelings of superiority” China in
the new era, guided by the vision of equality, mu-
tual learning, dialogue and inclusiveness among
different civilizations, has become a practitioner
and promoter of global civilization exchanges and
mutual learning, contributing Chinese wisdom
and Chinese strength to promoting diversity, co-
existence and development of human civilizations.

Exchanges and Mutual
Learning of Civilizations Have
a Profound Bearing on Peace

and Development of the World

As human society enters the globalization era, the
exchanges and communication among civilizations
have been more intensive than ever before, provid-
ing a strong impetus for social development and
progress. However, in recent years, the interna-
tional political and economic situation has been
rapidly changing, with anti-globalization thoughts
being on the rise and all kinds of conflict happening
frequently. In dealing with the multiple challenges
facing the world, the significance of exchanges and
mutual learning among civilizations has become
more prominent.

Exchanges and mutual learning among civi-
lizations are an important driving force for peace
and development of the world. Facing never ceas-
ing gunfire, haunting terrors and piling conflicts
in today’s world, neither Francis Fukuyama’s “the
end of history” nor Samuel Huntington’s “clash of
civilizations” can change the crises and dilemmas
of the contemporary mankind. These theories,
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in final analysis, advocate the standards of West-
ern civilization and deviate from the spirit of ex-
changes and mutual learning among civilizations.
The reality of today’s world has proven that the
attempts of putting a certain civilization above
another, dividing the world into irreconcilable
blocs and ignoring the possibility for harmonious
coexistence among civilizations will gravely ob-
struct the relations among different countries and
peaceful and stable development of international
order. General Secretary Xi Jinping stressed that
“We advocate the common values of humanity.
Peace, development, equity, justice, democracy
and freedom are the common aspirations of all
peoples. Countries need to keep an open mind in
appreciating the perceptions of values by differ-
ent civilizations, and refrain from imposing their
own values or models on others and from stoking
ideological confrontation” The common values
of humanity provide fundamental guidelines for
all parties. Refraining from imposing one’s own
values and models to others is a manifestation of
political civilization and represents the historical
trend of human development. Human history tells
us that the attempt to establish a unified world with
a single civilization is only an unrealistic fantasy.
Only by respecting the political systems, economic
systems and religious philosophies under different
historical backgrounds, cultural traditions and spe-
cial national conditions, and by enhancing people’s
recognition of harmony without uniformity and
inclusiveness of civilizations, can mankind find a
way of coexistence among civilizations that elim-
inates barriers and misunderstandings, resolves
clashes and conflicts, and ensures lasting peace
and common development of the world.
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The exchanges and mutual learning among
civilizations can help countries better inherit and
develop their traditional cultures. Thousands of
years of human civilizations have produced beau-
tiful and colorful fine traditional cultures in differ-
ent countries, which well ground profound cultur-
al and ethical pursuit of all peoples and represent
the unique cultural identity of different nations.
The fine traditional culture of a country belongs
not only to its nation, but also to the whole world.
How to treat our own traditional cultures? This is a
question that any country must address well in the
modernization process. For this question, General
Secretary Xi Jinping offered a clear answer in pro-
posing the GCI, “We advocate the importance of
inheritance and innovation of civilizations. Coun-
tries need to fully harness the relevance of their
histories and cultures to the present times, and
push for creative transformation and innovative
development of their fine traditional cultures”
The exchanges and mutual learning among civi-
lizations can help traditional cultures of various
countries to spread widely to the world, and at the
same time help them absorb the essence of various
ideas and cultural elements, thus bringing these
traditional cultures fully up to date and enhancing
their vitality and influence.

Exchanges and mutual learning among civi-
lizations will be the main driver for globalization
in the post-pandemic era. As the international
community is moving fast to remove the negative
impact of COVID-19, the development and pros-
perity of the world call for mutual understanding,
mutual exchanges, mutual learning and common
development among different civilizations, so as
to break the stubborn mindset of anti-globaliza-



tion. In face of global challenges, the wisdom and
strength of civilizations are all the more needed
to provide in-depth guidance for survival and de-
velopment of all nations and all countries. China’s
proposal for globalization in the post-pandemic
era refrains from drawing ideological lines, not
engaging in values-oriented diplomacy, not tar-
geting a third party, nor forming exclusive bloc.
Instead, China advocates the respect for diversity
and differences and works to build a community
with a shared future for mankind. Building such
a community is not only about close coopera-
tion in the material dimension, but also about
building a cohesive consensus in the cultural and
ethical dimension and strengthening the bonds
of identity. Through inter-civilization exchanges
and mutual learning, countries can enhance mu-
tual understanding and mutual recognition, take
into account the reasonable concerns of other
countries while pursuing their own interests, and
promote common development of all countries
while seeking their own development.

China is a Firm Practitioner
and Promoter of Exchanges
and Mutual Learning
among Civilizations

Since ancient times, China has forged a vision of
diversity, tolerance and mutual learning on civiliza-
tions through its peaceful and friendly interactions
with different countries and civilizations. The an-
cient Chinese sages have long realized that there is
no such thing as a uniform standard for everything
in the world. Therefore, the respect for diversity and
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commitment to the harmonious coexistence have
been transformed into the essence of thoughts and
ideas nurtured in the ancient Chinese wisdom. It
was observed in the Book of Rites that “All living
things can grow in harmony without hurting one
another, and different ways can run in parallel with-
out interfering with one another”

This observation profoundly points out that
the development of things is not possible without
pursuing common ground while shelving differenc-
es and seeking openness and inclusiveness. During
the Western Han Dynasty, the ancient Silk Road
opened up by China not only served as a road of
economic exchanges, but also a road of cultural
exchanges and inter-civilization dialogue. The an-
cient Silk Road opened the window of interaction
and dialogue between Arab and Western civiliza-
tions along the route. The connectivity of people,
commodities and ideas greatly drove the common
progress of civilizations along the Silk Road. At
the same time, when facing the colorful external
cultures, China opened the door of inclusion and
integration with a broad mind. With the arrival of
different cultures, an inclusive ideological and cul-
tural system combining Confucianism, Buddhism
and Taoism came into being.

With the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexist-
ence as its diplomatic guidance, China adheres
to the diplomatic guideline of seeking common
ground while reserving differences, and is com-
mitted to engaging in inter-civilization exchanges
and dialogues with all ethnic groups and regions
on an equal and harmonious basis. Especially since
the reform and opening up, China has held high
the banner of peace and development, participated
extensively in the dialogue and exchanges among
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countries and civilizations with its independent for-
eign policy of peace. China has promoted joint co-
operation through joint participation, maintained
long-term friendly dialogue and cooperation with
the majority of third world countries, and gradually
established relatively stable diplomatic and dialogue
relations with the world’s major countries, espe-
cially with the Western countries. In the process of
exchanges and mutual learning, China has always
been committed to promoting South-South coop-
eration and North-South dialogue, and enhancing
coordination and cooperation with emerging and
developing countries. China has worked together
with developing countries to seek opportunities and
prospects for modernization and social progress.

Since the 18th CPC National Congress, Gen-
eral Secretary Xi Jinping has set great store by the
exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations
and proposed a new vision on civilization, which
outlines the way forward for the development of
diverse civilizations. Taking into consideration both
the domestic and international situation, China in
the new era has successively put forward important
ideas such as the initiative to build a community
with a shared future for mankind, the Belt and Road
Initiative, the Global Development Initiative, the
Global Security Initiative and the Global Civiliza-
tion Initiative, demonstrating China’s broad mind
and sense of responsibility to work for peace and
development of the whole world.

Not only is China an advocate of civilization
exchanges and mutual learning, but even more so its
practitioner and promoter. Guided by the vision of
building a community with a shared future for man-
kind, China has been advancing inter-civilization
exchanges and dialogue through concrete actions.
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Committing to the exchanges and integration of
diverse civilizations and focusing on high-quality
Belt and Road cooperation, China has been vigor-
ously advancing Belt and Road people-to-people
connectivity and has built cooperation networks in
education, health, sports and tourism, among oth-
ers. China has developed new models for dialogue
and cooperation among civilizations. It has estab-
lished a series of platforms for inter-civilization
dialogue, including the CPC in Dialogue with World
Political Parties High-level Meeting, Conference
on Dialogue of Asian Civilizations, Conference on
Dialogue between Chinese and African Civiliza-
tions. All these platforms have become mechanisms
for open and equal communication among civili-
zations, providing lasting and strong impetus for
deepening inter-civilization exchanges and mutual
learning. In February 2023, the Center of Chinese
and Greek Ancient Civilizations was established
jointly by China and Greece, setting a good example
for exchange and mutual learning between Chinese
and foreign civilizations.

Amid the once-in-a-century changes, the
world is once again at the crossroads of history.
The GCI proposed by General Secretary Xi Jinping
has built a bridge of inter-civilization exchanges
and mutual learning for upholding world peace
and development. As another important intellec-
tual contribution made by China to human civili-
zations, the GCI will move forward with China, a
country moving closer to the center of the world
stage, to have a profound bearing on the forms and
pattern of human civilizations, usher in a new era
of development of global civilization and present
a beautiful vision for the world’s modernization
process.
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Summary: The global economic and trade landscape is changing, while methods of cooperation are being ad-
justed to trends. This paper is focused on the Belt and Road Initiative through reflections on the global tendencies
and crises during the COVID-19 pandemic. Analyzing five new features of profound economic restructuring of the
market, the author points to the rise of the developing countries and the increase in international investments, but
also to the increasingly evident rise of digital services. Against the backdrop of deep planetary restructuring, the
Belt and Road cooperation has an increasingly important role in the following aspects: first, it provides a strong
impetus to global economic and trade growth; second, it taps into the huge potential of the global economic and
trade cooperation because the participating countries will use their advantages and encourage mutual potentials
through strategic and political connectivity; third, the participating countries build a global economic and trade
partnership in the new era; and, fourth, they promote the reshaping of the global economic and trade governance
system, which is underway.
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At present, a new round of revolution in science,
technology and industry is developing profound-
ly. The global economic and trade development
pattern and cooperation mode are also under
crucial adjustments. These have brought new
challenges and opportunities for promoting trade
connectivity included in the Belt and Road In-

itiative, and have also endowed the initiative a
new role in the reshaping of the global economic
and trade landscape. With the deepening of the
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation, global
economy and trade will develop towards the goal
of benign interaction in a stable, balanced and
coordinated way.
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New Features of Evolution
of the Global Landscape
of Economy and Trade

In recent years, driven by external shocks and
internal momentum transformation, the global
landscape of economy and trade has entered a
period of profound restructuring, showing five
new features.

The first is the differentiation among econo-
mies on global economic and trade growth. Since
the beginning of the 21st century, the rise of de-
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veloping countries has accelerated. Despite the
severe impacts of the 2008 international financial
crisis and the pandemic of COVID-19 in 2020, the
growth rates of emerging markets and developing
economies are still generally higher than those of
developed economies. In terms of international
trade and investment, emerging markets and de-
veloping economies have also experienced better
growth and a rising international profile. The same
applies to the development of international direct
investment.

The second is the digitization of global trade
and economic patterns. Among global technological

The President of the Republic of Serbia Aleksandar Vuci¢ and the Ambassador of the People's Republic of China in Serbia
Chen Bo with the Chinese team of medical specialists for the fight against COVID-19, Belgrade, May 1, 2020
Photo: Zoran Zesti¢ - Photo Tanjug



innovations, the information and digital fields
witnessed most of the technological break-
throughs. With the increasingly widespread ap-
plication of digital technology, new industries,
new forms and new models are emerging, driving
rapid growth in the digital economy and trade.
Meanwhile, cross-border digital service trade has
also shown rapid growth momentum. Developed
economies occupy a dominant position in glob-
al digital trade, but digital trade in developing
countries has grown faster in recent years. The
proportion of developed economies’ exports of
digital transmission services trade in 2021 ac-
counted for 77.9% of the world, a decrease of 8.3
percentage points from 2005.

The third is the decarbonization of the glob-
al economic and trade structure. The develop-
ment of a low-carbon economy has far-reaching
implications for global trade and investment. In
terms of trade, the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions has increasingly become the goal and
mission of countries’ trade practices. The pro-
portion of high-pollution, high-carbon-emission
and high-energy-consumption products in global
trade will continue to decline. Although low-car-
bon trade is in line with the concept and goal of
sustainable development and is in the interest of
all countries in the long run, in the short term,
the foreign trade of developing countries with
lower levels of technology and development will
face more tests and challenges. In terms of in-
vestment, environmental, social and governance
(ESQ) standards are increasingly accepted and
applied by the international community, so tradi-
tional investment and financing methods continue
to transform. At the same time, many countries
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have imposed restrictions on specific investment
fields and industries, and have raised investment
standards and environmental responsibility of
enterprises.

The fourth is the politicization of global
economic and trade relations. Some developed
economies are keener to view economic and trade
relations from the perspective of geopolitics and
national security. They paint normal economic
and trade relations with thick political color and
hype up the so-called threat of economic and trade
security on domestic and diplomatic occasions.
In the area of trade, some developed economies
have frequently taken advantage of their dominant
position in the global trading system to launch
unilateral actions against other countries, impose
economic sanctions and provoke trade wars, se-
riously interfering and disrupting normal trade
exchanges. In the area of investment, some devel-
oped economies have abused security concepts to
restrict normal foreign capital inflows, and have
taken targeted restrictive measures against some
countries and enterprises, increasing the instabil-
ity, uncertainty and unpredictability of cross-bor-
der investment.

The fifth is the weaponization of the global
economic and trade mechanism. Due to the delib-
erate obstruction of certain countries, the reform
of governance mechanisms of such as the WTO,
the IMF, the World Bank and the G20 has been
slow. These mechanisms have not only failed to
maintain the global economic order, but also been
reduced to a tool or even a weapon for a handful
of countries to engage in geopolitical games and
suppress other countries.
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The New Role of Belt and Road
in the Restructuring of Global
Economic and Trade Landscape

Along with the proposal and practice of the Belt
and Road Initiative, the economic and trade devel-
opment of the participating countries has entered
a new stage. Against the backdrop of the profound
restructuring of the global economic and trade
landscape, Belt and Road cooperation is playing
an increasingly important role in the following four
aspects.

First, it provides a strong impetus for global
economic and trade growth. At present, global
economic and trade exchanges have been serious-
ly hampered, and the level of trade and investment
liberalization and facilitation has failed to keep
pace with the requirements of global economic
and trade development. It also has declined in
some fields and industries. As the Belt and Road
Initiative continues to make progress, the level
of trade and investment liberalization and facil-
itation in the participating countries has been
rising, creating favorable conditions for fostering
the momentum of trade growth and enhancing
the effectiveness of investment. Initiative on Pro-
moting Unimpeded Trade Cooperation along the
Belt and Road launched by China sets promoting
trade growth, energizing two-way investment and
promoting inclusive and sustainable development
as the three major objectives of economic and
trade cooperation under the Belt and Road In-
itiative. It also promotes and expands trade ex-
changes through trade facilitation, the develop-
ment of new business models, and the promotion
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of cooperation in service trade, and strengthens
investment cooperation, so as to jointly fulfill
the commitment to promote the United Nations
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. This
initiative has received positive responses and
participation from more than 8o countries and
international organizations. At the same time, the
Belt and Road Initiative emphasizes cooperation
in scientific and technological innovation, and
actively promotes the research and development,
as well as application of technologies of the par-
ticipating countries, so as to create impetus and
vitality for economic and trade growth through
technological progress.

Second, it taps the huge potential of global
economic and trade cooperation. Under the Belt
and Road international cooperation framework,
participating countries will give full play to each
other’s advantages and stimulate each other’s po-
tential through strategic and policy connectivity,
and turn economic complementarities into prac-
tical results of economic and trade cooperation.
According to a World Bank study, the Belt and
Road Initiative could increase the scale of trade
among the participating countries by 4.1%, and
this trade-boosting effect could triple if relevant
trade reforms and transportation infrastructure
upgrades are further pursued. In terms of invest-
ment, the cumulative two-way investment between
China and the participating countries from 2013 to
2022 will exceed $270 billion. In terms of construc-
tion projects, from 2013 to 2022, the cumulative
new contract value of China’s contracted projects
in participating countries exceeds $1.2 trillion, and
the cumulative completed turnover is more than



800 billion US dollars, accounting for more than
half of the total. The joint construction of the Belt
and Road will give full play to the complementary
economic effects to China and the participating
countries. Its function in boosting the scale and
cooperation of global economy and trade is more
and more evident.
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Third, it is building a global economic and
trade partnership in the new era. Under the im-
pact of unilateralism, protectionism and trade
bullying, the alienation of global economic and
trade relations has intensified, and the “you lose,
I win, and the winner takes all” concept is widely
spread. Escalating conflicts and confrontations in

Minister of Trade of the People’s Republic of China, Wang Wentao and Minister of Domestic and Foreign Trade
of the Republic of Serbia, Tomislav Momirovi¢, sign the Agreement on Free Trade between the Government
of the People’s Republic of China and the Government of the Republic of Serbia, Beijing, October 2023
Photo: Dimitrije Gol
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the economic and trade fields are casting a shadow
over global economic and trade cooperation. Un-
der the Belt and Road international cooperation
framework, the participating countries conduct
economic and trade exchanges on the basis of the
principle of equality and voluntariness, and are
committed to promoting an open, inclusive, win-
win economic and trade partnership. Through
extensive consultations and consensus-building,
the countries have built an increasingly close
partnership network. They base their economic
and trade cooperation on political and strategic
mutual trust, so they have reversed the tenden-
cy to instrumentalize and weaponize economic
and trade relations. The Belt and Road Initiative
advocates for the establishment of cooperative
relations based on the principles of extensive
consultation, joint contribution and shared ben-
efits. It provides important support for benign
interactions of global economic and trade part-
nership. The participating countries have also
activelyjoined in the process of regional and glob-
al economic integration and have promoted the
negotiation, signing and implementation of many
new bilateral and regional free trade agreements
which have provided institutional safeguards for
deepening economic and trade exchanges among
the countries concerned.

Fourth, it has promoted the reshaping of the
global economic and trade governance system.
In recent years, the global economic and trade
environment and relations have continued to de-
teriorate, and the deficits in democracy, institu-
tional rules and accountability of global economic
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and trade governance have worsened. A handful
of countries have resorted to unilateralism by
replacing international rules with domestic legis-
lation, replacing collective consensus with unilat-
eral decision-making, putting their own interests
above the common global interests, and practicing
trade bullying in the name of multilateralism. In
the current economic and trade governance sys-
tem, the voices and decision-making rights of the
vast number of developing countries have been
seriously infringed upon, and their legitimate
interests have not been duly safeguarded by the
system. At the same time, universally recognized
international rules in such areas as digital trade,
low-carbon trade and sustainable investment
and financing have yet to be formed, and some
hegemonic countries have taken the opportuni-
ty to internationalize their domestic rules and
implement the so-called “long-arm jurisdiction”.
Against this backdrop, developing countries’ de-
mand for reforming the existing global economic
and trade governance system has become increas-
ingly strong, which has entrusted the Belt and
Road cooperation with the function to promote
the reshaping of the global economic and trade
governance system. Relying on its international
cooperation platform, the participating countries
adhere to genuine multilateralism, practice the
concept of global governance of “extensive con-
sultation, joint contribution and shared benefits”.
They actively participate in, promote and lead
the process of reforming the global economic
and trade governance system through pragmatic
economic and trade cooperation.



Promotion of the Restructuring
of the Global Economic and Trade
Landscape via High-quality Belt
and Road Cooperation

Aiming at high standards, sustainability and ben-
efiting people’s livelihoods, the high-quality Belt
and Road cooperation will further consolidate the
foundation of connectivity cooperation, expand
new space for international cooperation, strengthen
the risk prevention and control network, and strive
to realize a higher level of cooperation, higher effi-
ciency of inputs, higher quality of supply, and more
resilience of development. In the field of economic
and trade cooperation, the participating countries
will respond to the development trend of global
economy and trade to face up to the challenges of
global economic and trade cooperation, relying on
the Silk Road of Innovation, the Digital Silk Road,
the Green Silk Road and the Silk Road of Rules to
continue the efforts for restructuring of the global
economic and trade landscape.

First, the high-quality cooperation for the
Silk Road of Innovation will give new momentum
to global economic and trade relations. The Silk
Road of Innovation is the source of power for the
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation. It is also
an inevitable choice for shaping new dynamics
in global economic and trade relations. In recent
years, China and the participating countries have
deepened cooperation and exchanges in science
and technology innovation, accelerated the match-
ing and sharing of innovation elements, and forged
ahead high-quality cooperation for the Silk Road
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of Innovation, with the systematic and synergistic
nature of the overall layout of cooperation in sci-
ence and technology innovation getting stronger
and stronger. Under the framework of the Belt
and Road cooperation, China has launched a large
number of policies, measures and projects, and
actively promoted the construction of joint lab-
oratories, cooperation in science and technology
parks, technology transfer etc., which have laid an
important foundation for other participating coun-
try to promote industrial upgrading, optimize the
trade structure, and shape the momentum of trade
growth. As of June 2023, China has established
scientific and technological cooperation relations
with more than 160 countries and regions, and
signed science and technology agreements with 117
countries, most of which are Belt and Road partic-
ipant countries. China has also joined more than
200 international organizations and multilateral
mechanisms, and has taken the lead in launching
and accelerating China’s international “big science”
programs. With the continued promotion of the
high-quality cooperation of the Silk Road of In-
novation, the level of scientific and technological
innovation of the participating countries will be
raised accordingly, and their roles in creating new
driving forces for economic and trade growth will
also be put into full play.

Second, the high-quality cooperation for the
Digital Silk Road will explore new modes of global
economic and trade interaction. The global digital
economy and e-commerce have been developing
rapidly after the COVID-19 pandemic. Cross-bor-
der e-commerce has witnessed big growth among
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the participating countries in their efforts to expand
economic and trade cooperation. To promote the
cooperation for a high-quality digital Silk Road and
create a more efficient new model of economic
and trade cooperation, China has actively accom-
modated the e-commerce development goals and
demands of all parties to create an efficient e-com-
merce platform. As of June 2023, China has signed
e-commerce cooperation documents with 29 coun-
tries and established bilateral e-commerce coop-
eration mechanisms. As the cooperation for the
high-quality digital Silk Road continues, the global
economic and trade model will undergo profound
changes in the Belt and Road participant countries
and even around the world.

Third, the high-quality cooperation for the
Green Silk Road will expand the new path of glob-
al economic and trade cooperation. Under the Belt
and Road international cooperation framework,
the participating countries have advocated the
principle of green investment, established the BRI
Green Development Coalition, and set up a green
investment fund. In order to effectively respond to
the epidemic, the Green Silk Road is developing
rapidly, and key industries such as ecological pro-
tection and clean energy are facing new opportuni-
ties of development. In 2021, China and 31 partners
launched the Initiative for Belt and Road Partner-
ship on Green Development, making commitment
to build no more new coal-power projects outside
China. It also took the lead in announcing the es-
tablishment of the Kunming Biodiversity Fund with
1.5 billion Yuan. In the fields of new energy, energy
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conservation and environmental protection, and
new infrastructure construction, the Belt and Road
cooperation has been expanding continuously and
creating huge development space for trade and in-
vestment cooperation in related fields. Low-carbon
trade and green investment have increasingly be-
come an important path for participating countries
to explore the potential of and improve the quality
of economic and trade cooperation.

Fourth, the high-quality cooperation for the
Silk Road of Rules will build a new system of global
economic and trade governance. In recent years,
participating countries have enhanced the align-
ment of standards and rules used both in their
own countries and internationally, but the global
economic and trade governance rules in emerging
areas such as digital and low carbon are still in the
exploratory and nascent stage, and negotiations on
rules for cross-border data transmission, privacy
protection, and market access for digital services
under the framework of the WTO and other mul-
tilateral mechanisms and frameworks are still un-
derway. Given that these emerging areas represent
the future trend of development of economic and
trade cooperation, the establishment of relevant
rules will lead to significant changes in the global
economic and trade governance system. There-
fore, the high-quality cooperation for an open, fair,
just and non-discriminatory Silk Road of rules and
the construction of a globally oriented network of
high-standard free trade zones will promote the
global economic and trade governance system to
evolve in a more just and rational direction.
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Summary: In the past decade, the cooperation between Serbia and China has become a key factor in the eco-
nomic development of our country. Serbia is the first country in Central and Eastern Europe to establish a strategic
partnership with China in 2009. A special momentum has been recorded since 2013, while in 2016 this was raised
to the level of comprehensive strategic partnership, which represents the backbone of our extremely successful
cooperation. The rise of bilateral relations, as China is currently one of the most important economic partners of
Serbia, measured both by the volume of commodity exchange and the value of Serbian exports, as well as by the
value of investments and joint projects, has been significantly contributed to by the steel friendship of the two
countries and strong political support at the highest level by the President of the Republic of Serbia Aleksandar
Vuci¢ and the President of the People’s Republic of China Xi Jinping.
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The research subject of this paper is a versatile
analysis of the bilateral economic cooperation of
the Republic of Serbia with the People’s Republic of
China, particularly from the moment of establish-
ing the strategic partnership of the two countries.
The aim of the paper is to examine the volume,
structure and dynamics of the bilateral econom-
ic cooperation of the Republic of Serbia with the
People’s Republic of China and to point to the de-
velopmental impacts of the rapid growth of this
cooperation. For that purpose, adequate measures

of the descriptive statistical analysis were used,
including the graphic presentation of data and
statistical index for measuring the structure and
dynamics of the analyzed phenomena trends.

Introduction

At the same time, the cooperation between Serbia
and China proceeds intensively in multilateral and
plurilateral forums of cooperation, especially within
the Chinese initiative of the new silk road — “Belt

[1] sinisa.mali@mfin.gov.rs
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and Road” from 2013, as well as through the Chi-
na—CEEC mechanism. For the purpose of further
improvement of the cooperation between Serbia
and China, in October 2023 a strategic document
was signed — the Medium-Term Action Plan for the
joint construction of the “Belt and Road” initiative
for the period 2023-2025. These initiatives and fo-
rums open up the possibility for the development
of the economic cooperation on a large scale of
different areas and for further strengthening of the
comprehensive strategic partnership.

Chinese investments in Serbia had a strong
growth in the previous period, while from 2010 to
the end of Q3 2023 they have amounted to EUR
4.76 billion. In the period since 2012, when the
share of Chinese foreign direct investments in Ser-
bia was only 0.1%, with the total realized FDI inflow
of EUR 1.3 million, in only ten years China was
ranked in the first place by foreign direct invest-
ments in Serbia, by investing EUR 64.0.4 million in
2021. In 2022, China invested as many as EUR 1.4
billion in Serbia, which accounts for one third of
the total foreign direct investments in Serbia dur-
ing that year. Chinese investments, besides being
concentrated on car industry, energy and mining,
metalworking industry and electrical industry and
employing directly almost 30 thousand people,
they are evenly distributed in the region, which
significantly contributes to the regional economic
development.

The commodity exchange increased concur-
rently with the growth of Chinese investments in
Serbia and the implementation of joint infrastruc-
tural projects. The total value of the commodity
exchange in the period 2012-2022 increased by
4.5 times. At the same time, Serbia’s exports to
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China went up by as many as 187.5 times, i.e., from
USD 6.4 million in 2012, in the past ten years it has
reached the amount of USD 1.2 billion in 2022. For
several years to date, three largest exporters from
Serbia to the world have been the Chinese com-
panies Serbia Zijin Copper, Serbia Zijin Mining
and HBIS Group Steel. The recently signed Free
Trade Agreement between Serbia and PR China,
after entering into force, will give an additional
momentum to the improvement of the economic
cooperation, increasing the competitiveness of the
Serbian economy, Serbian exports, production and
employment, inclusion of Serbian companies in
Chinese and international chains of supply, as well
as to increasing joint investments.

Moreover, re-opening of the direct airline of
the company “Air Serbia” with China in 2022 con-
tributed further to the improvement of the eco-
nomic cooperation, as well as encouraged tourist
exchange of these two countries.

Global environment
and economic results

The bilateral economic cooperation of Serbia and
China is being strengthened in a rather unstable
global environment, characterized by uncertain-
ty in the further development of geopolitical cir-
cumstances, the situation in the energy sector and
growth perspectives of the most important eco-
nomic partners, as well as the increasing inflation
pressures and stricter conditions in the interna-
tional financial market. However, regardless of all
these, both countries are achieving good economic
results (Mof, 2023a, MoF 2024).



Thanks to the results achieved in the previous
period, the Republic of Serbia has shown its read-
iness for adequate and timely reaction in order to
alleviate and remove economic consequences of
the coronavirus pandemic. In that context, an ex-
tensive package of support to economy and citizens
was elaborated and successfully implemented. It is
important to emphasize that the economy of the
Republic of Serbia did not suffer substantial dam-
age and shocks as those more powerful economies
did. The life standard of Serbian citizens has been
preserved, while the unemployment rate is at the
same level as before the outbreak of the coronavirus
pandemic, with the concurrent continued growth
of the available income of population and preserved
economic capacities. At the same time, the Republic
of Serbia was among the first countries to provide
mass vaccination to its citizens, as well as rapid and
efficient suppression of the pandemic. In this con-
text, it is also necessary to stress the importance of
the selfless help and support given to the Republic
of Serbia by PR China in these challenging times.

The period of Serbian economy restructuring
towards reducing external and internal imbalances
is best described by the data about the decreased
deficit of the current balance of payments, which
was reduced from 10.9% GDP in 2012 to 6.9% GDP
in 2019 and to below 2.6% GDP in 2023 (Mof, 2023a,
MoF 2024). Moreover, inflation was also reduced
by the responsible fiscal and monetary policy, so
that in the period 2015-2023 the average annual
inflation growth was 4.4%, which is comparable to
the EU member states (Mof, 2023a, MoF 2024). The
investments have proved to be the crucial factor
for “unlocking” the growth process. The invest-
ment level in Serbia in 2023 is estimated to have
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exceeded 23% GDP (Mof, 2023a, MoF 2024). These
are primarily investments in the exchange sector of
economy, such as manufacturing industry, because
they ensure international competitiveness of econo-
my, and thus sustainable economic growth. Among
five economies of the Western Balkans as non-EU
countries, about 60% FDI inflow came to Serbia
(Mof, 2023a, MoF 2024). It led to the expansion of
the economy’s export capacities, and thus the share
of the exports of goods and services in GDP rose
from 35.8% in 2012 to 59.8% in 2023 (Mof, 2023a,
MoF 2024). Positive economic trends resulted in
significant improvements in the labour market. The
unemployment rate has been rapidly reduced in the
past ten years, and in 2023 it was 9.5%, which is at
the same time one of the best results in the region
(Mof, 2023a, MoF 2024).

After ten years we may proudly analyze the
achieved results, but also plan future steps. Serbia
is positioned as the leader in the region, with one of
the most rapid rates of economic growth in Europe.
Maintaining macroeconomic stability and improved
economic prospectives have regained the trust of the
investors, reduced the risk premium and increased
the credit rating of Serbia. In 2015, this resulted in
the initiation of the investment cycle which will
change the image of Serbia in the future period and
create foundations for strong economic growth in
the future.

The investment cycle initiated in 2015 had a
significant impact on economic growth until the
outbreak of the global pandemic and the energy
crisis. In the five-year period, from 2015 to 2019,
the actual growth of fixed investments amounted to
63.9%, and their share in GDP went up from 15.9%
GDP in 2014 to 22.5% in 2019 (Mof, 2023a). During
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Chart 1. Net inflow of foreign direct investments to the Republic of Serbia
from 2012 to Q3 2023
Source: NBS

that period, foreign direct investments amounted
to EUR 14.1 billion, out of which EUR 4.1 billion
was invested in manufacturing industry, EUR 1.8
billion in the financial sector, EUR 2.3 billion in
construction business, EUR 1.2 billion in trade, EUR
1.4 billion in traffic, EUR 0.8 billion in real estate,
etc. (Mof, 2023a).

Stability has become the new reality in Serbia,
which has been confirmed by different interna-
tional institutions. Investors, financial institutions
and credit agencies rate Serbia as a country that
successfully responds to various challenges from
the international environment. Serbia has achieved
impressive economic results thanks to its adequate
economic policy, by supporting strong economic
growth, low inflation and public debt reduction.

Increased income, employment growth and im-
provement of the standard of living are the evident
results of this policy. According to the data of the
National Bank of Serbia, foreign exchange reserves
and inflows from foreign direct investments reach
record levels. Good macroeconomic foundations
led to the increasing credit rating of Seria twice in
the long run, despite the crises from the interna-
tional environment, and its credit rating is now one
step from the investment credit rating.

Although 2023 was a challenging year because
of the global circumstances, Serbia showed signifi-
cant resilience. The world still felt the consequenc-
es of the coronavirus pandemic and the energy
crisis in Europe, which was followed by strong
geopolitical tensions, the conflicts in Ukraine and



in the Middle East, which caused huge energetic
uncertainty, high global inflation and substantial
worsening of the economic growth prospects at
the global level. Despite great uncertainty, Serbian
economy proved to be quite resilient, which was
reflected, first of all, in the maintained macroeco-
nomic stability, with favourable prospects for eco-
nomic growth and the preserved status of Serbia
as a desirable investment destination.

Thanks to the adequate economic policy, in
challenging international circumstances, economy
growth of 12.2% was achieved in the period 2020-
2023 (MoF, 2023a). According to the official statis-
tical data, the year of 2023 witnessed the increasing
gross domestic product of 2.5% thanks to the service
sector, primarily the preserved labour market, as
well as increased production capacities in industry,
because in the previous years, we applied respon-
sible economic policy to make Serbia an attractive
investment destination (MoF, 2024). This is best
corroborated by the NBS data about the realized
foreign direct investment inflow amounting to EUR
4.5 billion in 2023 (NBS, 2024b). Furthermore, the
greatest growth was achieved by the energy sector,
agriculture and construction, thanks to the inten-
sified realization of infrastructural projects. In the
labour market, favourable trends continued and, in
the form of further employment growth, unemploy-
ment reduction was accompanied with the actual
growth of earnings. The average salary was nom-
inally increased by 14.8% in 2023, while the actual
increase in earnings was 2.4% and accompanied
the actual growth of overall economy (MoF, 2024).
Assuming that the decrease in global inflation pres-
sures and the recovery of the Euro-zone will occur,
and also due to the expected further acceleration of
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the realization of the planned investment projects
in the field of traffic, energy and public utility in-
frastructure, the Ministry of Finance anticipates the
accelerated growth of the gross domestic product
t0 3.5% in 2024 (MoF, 2023a). An important growth
factor will be personal consumption as a result of
the higher standard of the population, as well as
investments in fixed funds which increase the pro-
duction potential and overall factor productivity.

In the period from 2020 to 2023, marked by
strong external shocks, foreign direct investments
in the amount of EUR 15.9 billion were directed to
Serbia, half of which was invested in the produc-
tion and export-oriented sectors (MoF, 2023a). By
activating new production capacities, new work-
places have been created and the level of earnings
has been raised, while the growing budget income
has ensured stable and unobstructed functioning
of education, healthcare, security sector and other
state functions.

“In the past fifteen years, China has been the
main motor of the world’s economy growth, con-
tributing with 35% to the nominal growth of the
world’s GDP” (Prasad, 2023). Since 2010 China has
been the second economy in the world as the largest
producer and exporter, and the second largest im-
porter, while it also has the largest foreign exchange
reserves (Prasad, 2023).

Despite the unstable global environment, in
2022 China achieved the growth of GDP of 3%,
and in 2023 it exceeded the projected growth of 5%,
achieving the growth of GDP of 5.2% (EC, 2023).

The scope of China’s foreign trade exchange
with the world exceeded USD 5.8 thousand billion
in 2023, which strengthened China’s position as
the largest foreign trade partner at the global level
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for seven consecutive years, while the internation-
al market share of Chinese exports is expected to
remain stable at 14% (SCIO, 2024). China’s com-
modity exchange with the countries within the “Belt
and Road” initiative had an increase of 2.8% in 2023
as compared to 2022, with the share of 46.6% in
China’s total foreign trade exchange (SCIO, 2024).
China’s largest trade partners include ASEAN, the
EU and the USA (SCIO, 2024). In the conditions
of an uncertain global climate, China has begun
improving foreign trade through the application of
new models and it invests further efforts to attract
foreign investments and the realization of new pro-
jects (SCIO, 2024).
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Bilateral eco_nomic
cooperation

The bilateral economic cooperation is constantly
on therise. China is one of the most important eco-
nomic partners of Serbia worldwide, and certainly
the most important partner in Asia, both by the
volume of commodity exchange and the volume of
Serbian exports, and by the value of investments
(RZS 2024a, NBS, 2024a).

The commodity exchange between Serbia and
China has had a trend of constant growth in the
past ten years, both in terms of exports and im-
ports. The total value of the commodity exchange

Commodity exchange with China (in billion EUR)
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Chart 2. Commodity exchange between the Republic of Serbia and PR China in the period 2012-2023 in billion EUR
Source: RZS



in the period from 2012 to 2022 has increased by
4.5 times (RZS, 2024a). At the same time, Serbia’s
exports to China have increased as many as 187.5
times, i.e., from USD 6.4 million in 2012, in only
ten years it reached the amount of USD 1.2 billion
in 2022. (RZS, 2024a).

In 2023, China was our second largest foreign
trade partner in the world with the realized EUR
5.6 billion of foreign trade exchange, out of which
EUR 1.2 billion accounted for our exports to China
(increase of 4.1% as compared to the previous year)
and EUR 4.5 billion accounted for our imports from
China (decrease of 4.9%) (RZS, 2024a).

If we exempt the EU member-states and CEF-
TA members from the list of the most important
export markets for Serbia in 2023 as our traditional
export markets, in the remainder of the world the
exports to the Chinese markets were the largest;
thus, in 2022 China was in the ninth place on the
list of our most important export markets, while in
2023 it rose to the seventh place (RZS, 2024a). In the
structure of our exports to China, copper ore and
concentrates, and refined copper were predominant
(about 90% of exports, or, more precisely, these
products accounted for 92.3% of exports in 2023),
followed by simply processed wood and electrical
devices for circuits etc., while the structure of the
goods imported from China is much more diverse —
telecommunication equipment, AOP machines and
units, electrical machines and devices, electrical
devices for circuits etc. (RZS 2024a, MoF, 2024).

The commodity exchange increased concur-
rently with the growth of Chinese investments in
Serbia, as well as with the implementation of joint
infrastructural and other capital projects. With the
share of 93% in Serbia’s exports to China, in 2022
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the following companies were absolutely dominant:
Serbia Zijin Bor Copper d. 0. 0. from Bor and Serbia
Zijin Mining. These two companies, besides HBIS
Group Serbia Iron & Steel d.o.o. from Belgrade, are
at the same time the leading exporting companies
from Serbia to the world (MoF, 2024).

The Free Trade Agreement between Serbia
and China, signed in October 2023, will enter into
force in the middle of 2024, after the completion
of all the necessary procedures (Free Trade Agree-
ment, 2023). It is the first free trade agreement
signed by China with a country in the region of
Central and Eastern Europe. Thus, Serbia became
the 29th partner with which China has concluded
a free trade agreement (MOFCOM, 2024). This
Agreement ensures the preferential status for the
goods from Serbia and will be extremely impor-
tant for further improvement of the comprehensive
strategic partnership of the two countries and for
strengthening the cooperation within the “Belt and
Road” initiative.

The Free Trade Agreement between Serbia and
China has been devised by the rules of the World
Trade Organization, with China being its mem-
ber, and it includes stage liberalization of goods
(MOFCOM, 2024). Trade liberalization has been
agreed for the maximum transition period of fifteen
years, so that in the first year of its implementa-
tion immediately after the Agreement enters into
force, a total of 60% tariff lines will be liberalized
(Free Trade Agreement, 2023). Other tariff lines
have transition periods of 5, 10 and 15 years until
full liberalization, while only a smaller number of
products in the mutual trade have been exempted
from this process — slightly under 10% tariff lines
(Free Trade Agreement, 2023).
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Trade liberalization included in the Free Trade
Agreement, by abolishing and gradually reducing
customs rates until their complete abolition, will
ensure substantially higher competitiveness of our
products in the Chinese market, whereas there are
great expectations in relation to agricultural and food
industries. This Agreement will contribute not only
to the improvement of trade exchange, but also to
new investments, inclusion of the Serbian compa-
nies in Chinese and internationals chains of supply,
increasing competitiveness of Serbian economy, as
well as significant direct and indirect increase in
employment, through the creation of a preferential
business environment for economic operations.

According to the NBS data, Chinese invest-
ments in Serbia are intensively increasing (NBS

PROGRESS
Vol. V/No. 1
2024.

20244, NBS 2024b), so China has been the larg-
est foreign investor in Serbia for three consecu-
tive years (NBS 2024a, NBS 2024b). In the period
2010—2023/9 m, China is ranked second by the total
inflow of investments in Serbia, with the amount of
EUR 4.76 billion (NBS, 2024a). In 2021, with EUR
640.4 million, China was ranked in the first place by
foreign direct investments in Serbia (NBS, 2024b).
During 2022, China became the largest investor in
Serbia with the impressive investments amounting
to EUR 1.4 billion (NBS 2024b). This accounts for
one third of the total foreign direct investments in
Serbia during the same year (NBS. 2024b). For the
sake of comparison, in 2012 that share amounted
to only 0.1%, with the realized total FDI inflow of
EUR 1.3 million (NBS, 2024a).
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Chart 3. Net inflow of foreign direct investment (FDI) from PR China to the Republic of Serbia, in million EUR
Source: NBS



Arrival and investments of large Chinese com-
panies in Serbia have significantly contributed to Ser-
bia’s economic development, and the investors from
China are the leading Serbian exporters to the world
today (MoF, 2024). Chinese investments in Serbia
are characterized by a special element of regional
dispersion, because they are realized throughout
Serbia (Subotica, Novi Sad, Ruma, Zrenjanin, Bel-
grade, Obrenovac, Loznica, Sabac, Smederevo, Bor,
Valjevo, Kragujevac, Jagodina, Aleksinac, Prokuplje
etc,), which significantly affects the encouragement
of employment and economic activities at the local
level and increasingly even regional development.

Chinese companies in Serbia currently employ
more than 28,000 workers, particularly in the sectors
of car industry, mining and energy, metalworking
industry and electrical industry (Prime Minister of
the RS, 2023). Among those Chinese companies that
with their investments in Serbia employed the largest
number of workers are Zijin Mining, with more than
seven thousand employees (Zijin Coper Mining,
2024), HBIS Group, with more than five thousand
employees (HBIS Group, 2024) and the companies
Mei Ta (PKS, 2024), MINTH Group Limited (PKS,
2024) and Hisense Group / Gorenje (RAS, 2023) with
more than one thousand employees respectively.
The largest scope of Chinese investments and the
number of employees in the Chinese companies have
been recorded in car industry, which is exceptionally
important for Serbia’s economic growth, having in
mind that it provides an opportunity of integrating
Serbian companies in European and global chains
of supply ion this industry.

Among the Chinese companies operating in the
Serbian market, the largest Chinese investor and also
the leading Serbian exporter is the company Serbia
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Zijin Mining Group, which has invested USD 2.6
billion in Serbia (Zijin Coper Mining, 2024). This
company is one of the largest enterprises in Serbia
and the pillar of development of Bor and Majdanpek;
in Serbia it operates through two companies, Serbia
Zijin Cooper and Serbia Zijin Mining (Zijin Coper
Mining, 2024). In the short period since their arrival
in the Serbian market (2018), these companies have
become the second largest Serbian exporters (MoF,
2024). This company makes substantial efforts to
modernize the mines and introduce new technolo-
gies in order to further increase copper production,
which may turn Serbia into the largest copper pro-
ducer in Europe (Zijin Coper Mining, 2024). Accord-
ing to the company’s own data, the cooperation has
been established with more than 1,500 local suppliers
and, since its arrival, the company has indirectly
contributed to the opening of more than 8,000 work
places in Serbia (Zijin Coper Mining, 2024).

HBIS Serbia is a company present in Serbia since
2016 and has more than 5,000 workers in its facto-
ries in Smederevo (for the production of hot and
cold rolled steel sheets) and Sabac (for the produc-
tion of white sheets) (HBIS, 2024). After the HBIS
Group took over the steelworks in Smederevo, it
soon turned losses into profits and in 2018 became
the largest exporter in Serbia.

Chinese companies are present in the free zones
in the Republic of Serbia. Total investments of the
Chinese companies in the free zones in the period
2016-2022 were EUR 1.3 billion and they employed
more than 7,000 workers (MoF, Free Zones Admin-
istration, 2023). During 2023, the Chinese company
Yusei Machinery began its operations in the region of
the “Vranje” Free Zone (location in the City of Nis)
(MOF, Free Zones Administration, 2024).
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The favourable business climate is further en-
hanced by the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement
regarding Income and Property between the Federal
Government of the FR Yugoslavia and the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, which has been
in effect since 1 January 1998 (Double Taxation Avoid-
ance Agreement, 1997). On 1 January 2023, this Agree-
ment was further improved through its amendments
based on the solutions from the Multilateral Conven-
tion to Implement Tax Treaty Related Measures to
Prevent Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (Combined
text of the Multilateral Convention, 2018). In addition,
there is the Agreement on Mutual Encouragement
and Protection of Investments between the Federal
Government of the FR Yugoslavia and the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, in effect since
1996 (Agreement on Protection of Investments, 1996).
Both bilateral agreements, of exceptional importance
for investors, prove the existence of the traditional
economic cooperation between these two countries.

A positive effect of Chinese investments on the
accelerated development of Serbian economy is out-
standing and it is evidently illustrated by many other
examples of economic cooperation.

Credit-financial cooperation is a significant
element of support in the realization of bilateral
projects in Serbia, whereas the Chinese Juan is a
currency traded in Serbia’s domestic currency mar-
ket as well. The presence of the Chinese companies
includes the presence of Bank of China in the Ser-
bian market since 2017, as the first Chinese bank
operating in the Balkans (Bank of China, 2024). It
is yet another indicator of the exceptional poten-
tial of the development of economic cooperation
and further incentive for Chinese investments in
Serbia. Intensive cooperation in relation to credit
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arrangements concluded with the Chinese EXIM
bank, which constitute the financial lever for im-
proving bilateral economic cooperation, has been
further strengthened by the cooperation with the
China Export & Credit Insurance Corporation —
SINOSURE (MOoF, 2023c¢).

Besides foreign direct investments from PR
China, which substantially contribute to the grow-
ing exports of Serbia’s economy, a large number of
projects are implemented with the Chinese part-
ners in the field of road and railway infrastructure
and energy, according to the 2009 Agreement on
economic and technical cooperation in the field
of infrastructure (Agreement on economic and
technical cooperation in the field of infrastructure,
2020). The development of traffic infrastructure is
Serbia’s development priority because new roads
and railways will significantly contribute to further
economic development and competitiveness of Ser-
bian economy, opening new work places and better
quality of the standard of living of the population.

A large number of projects have been suc-
cessfully realized with the Chinese partners, for
example: reconstruction and modernization of
the segment of the railway Rasputnica—Rakovica—
Resnik (Government of the RS, 2017a) and con-
struction of “Mihajlo Pupin” bridge on the Danube
(City of Belgrade, 2015), the first reconstruction
stage of TPP Kostolac (Government of the RS,
2017b) and construction of several segments of the
motorway Corridor 11, E-763 (Belgrade — South
Adriatic), Obrenovac—Ub, Ub-Lajkovac and La-
jkovac-Ljig, Sur¢in—Obrenovac, which have been
operational wince 2019 (Government of the RS,
2019); modernization of Belgrade—Budapest railway
(segment Belgrade—Novi Sad) which was opened



in March 2022 (Government of the RS, 2022a)
and New Belgrade—Surcin (City Municipality of New
Belgrade, 2023) and the Belgrade bypass (segment
from Strazevica tunnel to Bubanj Potok), which was
opened on 28 July 2023 (President of the RS, 2023b).

The most important projects which are cur-
rently being implemented include the construc-
tion of road infrastructure, namely the segment of
the motorway E-763 Preljina—Pozega, Fruska Gora
corridor (Koridori Srbije, 2024), sector B of the Bel-
grade bypass (MCT]I, 2024), the Novi Sad bypass
with the bridge on the Danube (MCTI, 2022), the
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construction of railway infrastructure — reconstruc-
tion and modernization of the section of the railway
Novi Sad-Subotica—state frontier with Hungary
(MCTI, 2024), and within the construction of Bel-
grade underground railway, the removal of the old
Sava bridge and the construction of the new one,
as well as the design, backfilling and construction
of the depot in Makis (JKP Beogradski metro i voz,
2024), energy sector projects — construction of
block 3 in TPP Kostolac B (Government of the RS,
2022b) and construction of the solar power plant
Saraorci/Smederevo (Government of the RS, 2023),

Minister of Finance Sinisa Mali signs the Contractual Agreement for Design and Construction of Makis Depot
for the underground railway in Belgrade with Chinese Company “Power China”, September 2023
Photo: Rade Preli¢
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as well as public utility infrastructure projects, for
example the project for the Heat Transmission Line
Obrenovac—New Belgrade (City of Belgrade, 2023),
project “Clean Serbia” (Clean Serbia, 2024) and the
project of waste waters collection and purification
in the central sewage system of the City of Belgrade
(Government of the RS, 2020).

For the purpose of further improvement of the
cooperation between Serbia and China, a strategic
document was signed in October 2023 — the Medi-
um-Term Action Plan for the joint construction of
the “Belt and Road” initiative for the period 2023-
2025 (MoF, 2023b). This Medium-Term Action Plan
shows the willingness of both sides to improve their
bilateral cooperation within the “Belt and Road” ini-
tiative in the oncoming three-year period.

“The Medium-Term Action Plan is the contin-
uation of the successful cooperation in the past and
a turning point in its improvement in the following
fields: traffic and public infrastructure, agriculture,
trade and commerce, mining and energy, green de-
velopment, investments, finance, education, digital
economy, culture, youth and sport, tourism, health-
care, health and safety at work, disaster management,
science, technological development and innovation,
digitization and E-administration, customs and tax
administration, cooperation with local self-govern-
ment units, and other fields. The Action Plan also
includes a list of priority projects of common interest,
both the above-mentioned ongoing projects of road
and railway infrastructure, mining and energy, and
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the activities related to the cooperation in the field
of education and healthcare” (MoF, 2023b).

Conclusion

From the viewpoint of financing the future growth
and development, the bearers of economic policy
encounter numerous challenges. The realization
of the economic policy goals in the forthcoming
period faces a number of obstacles. It is necessary
to preserve macroeconomic stability, create condi-
tions for faster economic growth and improvement
of the quality of our citizens’ life. Our vision is pre-
sented in the plan “Serbia 2027 — Leap into the Fu-
ture’, which gives an incentive to further economic
growth and improvement of the standard of living.

In the conditions of world instability, the Re-
public of Serbia has decisively chosen to further
strengthen the cooperation with the long-standing
friends such as People’s Republic of China. Despite
the geographical distance, our countries share com-
mon values and goal — the welfare of our nations.
Therefore, it is not surprising that our economic
cooperation has had a constant upward trend. Chi-
na is present in all our most important economic
enterprises, such as the strengthening of the traffic
infrastructure, Belgrade underground railway and
the construction of the EXPO 2027 complex (Ex-
po27, 2023), because our cooperation is supported
by our steel friendship.
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Preparatory works on the construction of the Maki$ Depot for Belgrade's underground railway,
one of the largest infrastructural projects in Serbia
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Is China (really) slowing down?

(American arguments against China'’s further rise)

Summary: Aware of the fact that China is a country whose rise points to the potential development of a sufficient
level of ability to threaten American hegemony in the world, American authors are more and more frequently
proposing a thesis that contemporary China is finally - slowly, but certainly - lagging behind in economic terms,
which most likely leads to its return to the previous state - subordinacy on the global stage. The paper first presents
the motive why the authors approach these considerations, while subsequently four groups of arguments of
American authors against China’s further rise are identified (demographic trends, economic stagnation, institutional
problems and collapse of globalization). Finally, through the discussion about the presented arguments, the third
chapter gives an answer to the question whether China is really slowing down.
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Introductory considerations

After the Cold War (1991), no matter whether it was
ended due to the exhaustion and self-destruction
of the Soviet Union or the “victory” of the United
States of America, the world entered a stage of
history called “a unipolar moment” by many au-
thors, particularly those in the West (Krauthammer,
1990/1991; Mastanduno, 1997; Sheetz, Mastanduno,
1997/1998; Wohlforth, 1999; Smith, 2002; Layne,

2006; Shifrinson et al. 2023). Its main feature was
the domination of the USA in practically all di-
mensions of international economy, politics and
ideology. At the same time, a debate began about
how long this “unipolar moment” would last. While
some authors predicted its fast and spectacular end,
others insisted on its stability and long term. In
that spirit, some even spoke of the “end of history”
achieved in value terms, from which the direction
could be anticipated of the postmodern ideological
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alliance of Hegel and (neo)liberalism (Cvetkovic,
2023). Three decades later, it seems that neither
the former nor the latter were right: the unipolar
world has not disappeared, although it is (not) cer-
tain that it still exists as such. Moreover, it is not
certain either whether the United States is the most
powerful country in the world in military terms
(Brooks, Wohlforth, 2023). Besides clear indicators
that it is no longer the case (the ongoing conflicts
in Ukraine and in the Middle East), the real rea-
son for the radical change in the structure of the
global order most probably lies in the unbelievable
economic (and partly military) rise of China in the
past decades.

As a reminder, at the beginning of the 1990s,
China was little or almost not at all spoken about as
a potential challenger to the predominance of the
United States (Cvetkovi¢, 2018). However, today
China is an inevitable topic of any debate about the
present and the future of the international system,
i.e., the “world order” Together with other countries
of the BRICS (primarily Russia and China, but also
Brazil, Saudi Arabia etc.), it is a newly-emerging
competitor to the former domination of the USA
and the centuries-old global rule of the West. Fur-
thermore, China is a sort of a flagship of that alli-
ance, because exceeds all expectations in terms of
its economic and military growth from year to year,
rapidly approaching the United States.

That is why the question of the sustainability
of China’s continued rise and its ability to threaten
American hegemony are the main topics in geopo-
litical texts by American authors. They agree that
the possibility of power transition is more likely
than before, that the shadow of the security di-
lemma is already spreading in the practical-polit-
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ical circles, and that the danger of falling into the
Thucydides Trap is increasing on a daily basis. Of
course, all the above-mentioned is still in the do-
main of assumptions having in mind that China has
not yet reached the level of necessary capabilities
for the “great shift’, whereas, to tell the truth, it does
not even express any wish “play such a game (of
power)”. At the same time, there is an impression
that the American authors virtually compete in
providing arguments for the thesis that “China is
slowing down strength’, and that, therefore, the po-
sition of the actual hegemon will not be threatened.

The central aim of this paper is not to establish
the validity and truthfulness of such claims (by
American authors), but to systematically present
key US arguments against China’s further rise. For
that purpose, the paper is organized into three
separate parts: in the first part, the authors’ mo-
tives are analyzed with the arguments towards
the desired failure of China (the theses about the
questions of power transition and the potential
Thucydides Trap), while the second part contains
the consideration of the key American arguments
against China’s further rise. Finally, in the third
part, we will look at the strength of the presented
arguments, pointing to their problematic aspects,
without delving into the examination of a deeper
causality of those claims.

What do authors fear?

No matter how hegemons may seem untouchable
at certain moments, they are not unchangeable.
On the contrary. History shows us constant cy-
cles of hegemons’ rise and fall (Kennedy, 1999).



The moment we have lived in so far was somewhat
more specific in comparison to the rest of modern
history because the United States used to be much
more untouchable than earlier hegemons. However,
that moment is not the end of the history of great
powers’ rise and fall either. The unipolar moment
today has already lost one of its primary features
— unambiguous unipolarity. When William Wohl-
forth presented his arguments for the stability of
the unipolar moment, the first argument was that
America is unambiguously the strongest country
of the international system (Wohlforth, 1999). This
argument is no longer valid, if nothing else, for the
fact that an increasing number of authors point out
that we live in the multipolar world. The relative
power of the United States vis-a-vis other countries
in the international system is no longer so great.
We can identify two reasons for it. First, long and
expensive wars waged by the United States in Iraq
and Afghanistan have relatively degraded American
power. Second, and more importantly, since the end
of the Cold War China has experienced enormous
and continued growth both in economic and in
military terms.

Although researchers of the US foreign poli-
tics also pointed to the problem of the dissipation
of American power, this reason was comparative-
ly simple for resolution because it was still in the
hands of Washington. However, the second reason
was not, and Washington could not do much to rein
China’s growth. After three decades of being able
to tailor the world’s politics on its own, the United
States is now in the situation that China’s growth
has questioned its ability to do so. That is why there
is such a fear from China’s growth. Nevertheless,
we must admit that not all researchers are afraid of
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China’s growth. Seen in broader frameworks, some
of them would even like it. However, this paper is
focused on those who are afraid of it. In addition,
there is another reason why the US authors fear
China’s rise, and that is the possible occurrence of
a hegemonic war.

Joseph Grieco, John Ikenberry and Michel Ma-
standuno define a hegemonic war as “a war whose
outcome determines the country which will have a
predominant influence in the international system
in the years or decades to come” (Grieco et al., 2015,
p- 140). Those are the wars such as Napoleonic
wars or the Second World War, in which a rising
country and the former hegemon enter an open
and extremely destructive conflict. The mechanism
which is most often pointed out as the driver of
a hegemonic war is power transition. The idea of
power transition was presented by Abramo F. K.
Organski in 1958. Essentially, power transition is
the name of the process when a change occurs
in the in the power relationship between the he-
gemon on one side and a rapidly growing country
on the other side, which causes a hegemonic war
(Organski, 1968). The belief that power transition
between the USA and China is already underway
has been present in academic literature for almost
two decades. However, what these authors often
fail to see is that the theory of power transition
does not insist on the inevitable occurrence of a
hegemonic war, but only on a (substantially) high-
er likelihood of its occurrence (Organski, Kugler,
1980, p. 19).

That is when the idea of the Thucydides Trap
emerges, first presented by Graham Allison in
2012, and elaborated in further detail in his epon-
ymous book from 2017. The very name of this idea
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clearly points to the phenomenon of a hegemonic
war since it is an allusion to the Peloponnesian
War and the conflict between Spart and Athens.
In many aspects, the Thucydides Trap is actually
a neologism for the theory of power transition,
except for one key aspect — while the theory of
power transition stresses a much higher proba-
bility of a war, the Thucydides Trap points to the
(near) inevitability of a hegemonic war. According
to Allison, in about 75% analyzed cases through
history, whenever a rival country threatened to
overtake the hegemon, it resulted in a hegemonic
war (Allison, 2017).

This is exactly the scenario feared by research-
ers — that China’s rise, which is evident, will cause
a hegemonic war due to power transition and the
Thucydides Trap. As we have pointed out, all of
the above-mentioned is a view held mostly by
researchers from the United States of America.
That is why there is an implicit connotation in
the majority of observations that accountability
for a potential conflict inevitably lies in China’s
rise. However, such logic is wrong for two reasons.
First, it happens, no matter how rarely, that the
rise of one country does not necessarily produce a
hegemonic war. Although Allison also identifies it
in his research, a much more elegant explanation
was provided by Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shifrinson.
According to Itzkowitz Shifrinson, there is a dif-
ference between a predator power on the rise and
an emerging and a rising country which supports
the current hegemon (Itzkowitz Shifrinson, 2018).
Regardless of whether the emerging power has
limited or broad means at its disposal, if it is not
predatory to the current hegemon, it will not strive
for a hegemonic war (Itzkowitz Shifrinson, 2018).
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Another reason is less theoretical and rather purely
logicalin its nature. The growth of a rising country
proceeds in the context of the international order
dominated under the other power. If such order is
absolutely unsuitable to it, how is it possible that
the rising country has developed at all? We may
speak of the degree of satisfaction with the exist-
ing order, but we are far from concluding that the
imperative of the emerging power is the change
of the order. Because of that, we may rather say
that the Thucydides Trap occurs in a power on the
rise is predatory, but also if the dominant power
fears losing its position. Hence, logically seen, the
specific accountability for a potential hegemonic
war may lie in both countries, depending on the
context of power transition.

What the authors hope for:
arguments against China’s
further rise

What researchers fear is based on the assumption
that China will be a predatory power (this assump-
tion is more than questionable and China’s acting so
far does not point to it). Back in 2005 China pub-
lished the White Book about the Chinese peaceful
development road, in which it explicitly expressed
its intentions. There is also the “Belt and Road”
project, including three global initiatives present-
ed in the past ten years. Therefore, this is rather a
“we-against-them” logic, with which American re-
searchers insist on China’s bad intentions. The the-
ses about China’s predation contain many elements
founded on authors’ subjective observations and
not on clear and unambiguous data. Actually, the



only clear and unambiguous fact is exactly China’s
rise — the fact whose interpretation is questioned
by American authors.

In fact, not all of them agree about this
matter. For example, Michael Beckley and Hall
Brands insist that an emerging power, as long as
it continues its rise, will not constitute a preda-
tory power (Brands, Beckley, 2022). Their logic is
identical to ours because it derives from an answer
to the question why a state which favours status
quo would aspire to change it through war. This
very status quo helped it be an emerging power.
Although here there is no consent, Beckley and
Brands go a step further in their conclusions, stat-
ing that a hegemonic war occurs exactly when the
era of the emerging power’s rise comes to an end.
It is only then that the emerging power sees the
only exit from stagnation in starting a hegemonic
war. Their term “Peak China” emphasizes this
very eventuality. Hower, the same logic can also
be applied reversely. More precisely, a hegemon
many decide that the stagnation moment of the
emerging power may exactly be the one when a
war can remove a potential challenger. In the-
oretical terms, there is nothing inherent in the
predation theory so as to see it exclusively as an
explanation for the emerging power’s acting. The
same logic can also be applied to a hegemonic
country.

In the event of both eventualities, it is a fact
that there are very few mechanisms, except for an
open war, by which the United States could stop
China’s rise. Therefore, what the US hopes for is
that the era of Chinese rise has come to an end. In
that way, according to them, all fears mentioned
in the previous chapter would be avoided. In any
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case, we must not forget that the previous lines
are founded on the already mentioned assump-
tion about the end of China’s growth. Is it really
the case? On the grounds of which arguments
do American researchers support their claims/
hopes? In principle, American authors’ arguments
about China slowing down may be classified into
four broader categories. According to the first
category, China’s slowing down is a product of
demographic trends. According to the second,
China’s slowing down is a product of economic
stagnation. According to the third, China’s slowing
down is a product of institutional problems, while
according to the fourth, China’s slowing down will
be a product of the collapse of globalization. The
first three categories of arguments derive from
the well-known thesis that foreign politics starts
at home, while the fourth category relies on the
structural level.

a) Demographic trends

The first group of arguments used by American
authors to support the thesis of the end of the era of
Chinese growth are demographic trends. Through-
out the 20 century, China was the most populous
country in the world, whose demographic trends
constantly indicated further growth. However, at
the end of the 1970s, China introduced one-child
policy as a method of slowing down its demograph-
ic growth and thus avoid the problem of too fast
and too large population growth — this policy was
observed until 2015. This policy enabled the stabi-
lization of population growth, but at the same time
caused potential problems in the future.
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American authors note that one-child policy
had significant implications which partly led to
China’s rise during the 1990s. In that period, gen-
erations with only one child emerged probably for
the first time in history, while their parents were
the last generations with several children. There-
fore, the first generation of China’s citizens with
only one child faced a specific situation. First of all,
they shared the costs of keeping up their parents
with their siblings, while they had minimal costs
of upbringing their own children. This made it
possible for the share of the working-age popula-
tion largely exceeded the share of the kept popu-
lation. The implications and effects of such policy
are evident, first of all, in the fiscal and economic
spheres because they provided both individuals
and the state with a significant surplus of funds
which could be directed towards consumption and
further development — which partly contributed to
China’s rise (Beckley, Brands, 2021; Brands, Beck-
ley, 2022, pp. 32-33).

The argument about such demographic trends
leading to China’s slowing down is presented to-
day, when there is a reversal in the demographic
balance (Lynch, 2020; Chen, 2021; Eberstadt, Vard-
ery, 2021; Beckley, Brands, 2021; Brands, Beckley,
2021; Brands, Beckley, 2022, pp. 34-36; Fuxian,
2023; O’Hanlon, 2023; Sharma, 2023; French, 2024;
Fontaine, 2024). American authors point out that
today’s generation of Chinese citizens is in a com-
pletely reversed situation in comparison to their
parents. Since today’s generation of parents grew
in the circumstances in which one-child policy
was rejected, they often have more than one child.
On the other hand, since they were mostly only
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children in the family, they have no one to share
the costs of keeping up their parents. Thus, the
couples in today’s generation do not bring up one
child and do not share the costs of keeping up four
parents (husband’s and wife’s parents). Namely,
they independently keep up four parents and of-
ten more than one child. That is why American
authors predict that the effects of demographic
trends will be fully reversed in China. While they
encouraged growth in the previous generation, in
this generation they will encourage slowing down
because there will be no surplus funds, but there
will be more costs to be borne both by individuals
and by the state.

b) Economic stagnation

It is evident that the second group of arguments
regarding economic stagnation is often associated
by American authors with the previous group of
arguments. In the discussion about potential effects
produced by demographic trends and demographic
disbalance, we have pointed out that they affect the
surplus funds both of Chinese citizens and Chi-
na as a state. The economic stagnation argument
most often relies exactly on the assumption that,
due to increasing costs of the kept population and
lower income because of the smaller share of the
working-age population, China cannot afford the
identical rate of investments in trade, and its cit-
izens cannot keep up with the consumption pace
which encourages domestic economy. That is why
these arguments can be found in the majority of re-
searchers, who also point to demographic trends as



areason of China’s slowing down (Beckley, Brands,
2021; Brands, Beckley, 2021; Brands, Beckley, 2022,
pp- 36—38; Mueller, 2021; Fuxian, 2023; O’'Hanlon,
2023; Sharma, 2023; Huang, 2023; French, 2024;
Fontaine, 2024.).

However, other aspects should also be taken
into account. Brands and Beckley stress that, apart
from the reduction in its population, China is also
facing the reduction in resources, as pointed by
other authors as well (Brands, Beckley, 2022, pp.
36-38; Mueller, 2021). Here, the question of eco-
nomic stagnation is associated with the environ-
mental degradation. According to these authors,
the epoch of incredible rise has led to the pro-
nounced consumption of natural resources, which
consequently produces the need for importing food
and energy products, as well as negative trends
in air quality and food and drinking water safety
(Mueller, 2021; Brands, Beckley, 2022, p. 37). In
line with the above-mentioned, China’s economic
stagnation is a product not only of the disbalance
in consumption and investment, but also of the fact
that it faces additional external costs regarding the
environment and imports of resources and energy
products.

c) Institutional deficiencies

The third category of arguments against China’s
further rise is not as present as the first two, but it
is still present. It relies on the theoretical observa-
tion of Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson that
nations fail because of bad institutions (Acemoglu,
Robinson, 2014). In fact, these American authors
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argue that China is slowing down because its state
institutions are becoming “worse and worse’, i.e.,
less functional. The most prominent advocate of
these arguments is Minxin Pei, who in a series of
publications ever since 1997 has emphasized that
China is faced with a crisis of institutions, predict-
ing that it will inevitably slow down due to it (Pei,
1997; 2002; 2016; 2017). However, it is not a lonely
case (Mertha, 2012; Mueller, 2021; Brands, Beckley,
2022). In fact, the group of arguments regarding
institutional problems may be divided into three
segments.

The first segment refers to the accountability
problem. The American authors’ argumentation
about China failing due to institutional problems is
often reduced to the thesis that communist coun-
tries do not have a mechanism of controlling state
institutions which would prevent their abuse and
remove mistakes. Essentially, the Chinese institu-
tional apparatus is not subject to citizens’ control
and, thus, it will inevitably lead to the failure of
these institutions, and to China’s slowing down.
What is interesting to note here is that Ameri-
can authors list extremely few concrete cases to
corroborate this argumentation. Most often, the
situations taken as an example are those when the
top leadership of the Communist party of China
decides to remove from position individuals within
administration. However, can this not be a con-
trol mechanism in the resolution of institutional
problems?

The second segment refers to the corruption
problem. Building on the previous segment, Chi-
na has a corruption problem which is largely the
product of the absence of accountability. To put it
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simply, if there is a system without accountability
towards the public, members of institutions tend
more to become corrupted than in the situation
when accountability towards the public exists.
Although it is true that Chinese administration
faces periodical corruption-related problems, it
is still far from the endemic character ascribed
to them by American authors. The third segment
refers to the absence of inventiveness deriving
from the centralization of administration. In
fact, having in mind that China’s politics and
economy, just as in the case of other communist
countries, are subject to central planning and
governance, American authors point out that it
limits the inventiveness of Chinese institutions,
particularly at lower levels. Because of China’s
large size and numerous population, American
authors suppose that planning and governance
from one centre cannot correspond to the situ-
ation in the field throughout the country, which
leads to the worse effect of the acting of institu-
tions and thus to China’s slowing down.

d) Collapse of globalization

The last group of arguments is also the rarest
among the authors (See, e.g.: Brands, Beckley, 2022;
Iglesias, Matthes, 2023; Martin, 2023; Schuman,
2023; Yuan, 2023). In their essence, these argu-
ments rely on a simple observation that the era of
Chinese rise began with globalization, primarily
in economic terms. China’s continued two-digit
economic growth during the 1990s was a prod-
uct of the fact that China was integrated in the
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global market and operations, and thus managed
to increase and strengthen its economy through
larger imports. That is why the above generali-
zation among American authors is often reduced
to a thesis that China’s rise (primarily economic)
depends on its trade with the Western countries.
Therefore, China’s slowing down comes from the
gradual collapse of the idea of the globalized world
without “frontiers”, since such world limits China’s
ability of further growth.

The group of arguments regarding the collapse
of globalization is actually two-fold. On the one
hand, it relies on the consideration of economic
flows of production and trade, which is in line with
the above-mentioned observation about China’s
earlier rise. On the other hand, it also relies on
the geopolitical trends which in China create an
increasingly hostile geopolitical environment. Glo-
balization is both an economic and a social and
political phenomenon. Accordingly, the return of
dividing lines on any grounds also brings along dis-
turbances on other grounds. What we witness, par-
ticularly after the COVID-10 pandemic, is the fact
that economic flows and supply chains were pro-
nouncedly affected by the pandemic suppression
policies in different countries. At the same time,
and even before this process, there were evident
negative trends in geopolitical terms as well, with
the Western countries trying to suppress China as
much as possible, creating a hostile geopolitical
environment for it.

From the perspective of such trends, China
faces larger restrictions in basing its economic and
trade growth on the benefits of globalization, which
itused to do successfully in the past. That is the core



of this group of arguments against China’s further
rise, having I mind that the collapse of globalization
— determined by disruptions of global supply chains
and an increasingly hostile geopolitical environment
— limits their ability to base economic growth on
a positive trade balance. What is more, this group
of arguments also relies on the assumption that
China’s local market is insufficient to encourage
further economic growth. However, according to
American authors, it does not change the fact that
China is slowing down because it will no longer be
able to encourage its growth by a positive foreign
trade balance with the Western countries.

Is China (really) slowing down?

The answer to this question is one of those mo-
ments where we can only say “yes” — yes, but!
Looking from the perspective of everything China
has done in the past three decades, China is really
slowing down its pace. However, is it really possi-
ble to expect any country to grow as continuously
as China in the past fifty years or so? Generally
speaking, progress is much faster at the beginning
of an enterprise than at its end. Sportsmen will be
able to run faster at the beginning than at the end
of the race; students will gain more knowledge than
professors. A useful analogy is reaching the speed
of light in astrophysics. The theory of relativity
tells us that the closer the matter (which has mass)
approaches the speed of light, the more energy is
needed for continuing acceleration. Accordingly, it
is not realistic to expect China to be able to continue
the pace of its growth indefinitely.
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The above lines are not an apology of the
American authors’ listed arguments against China’s
further growth. Namely, all the listed arguments by
American authors are rather the rationalization of
the evident trend of China’s growth slowing down
because isolated cases are raised to the level of
causality. To put it more simply, the fact that China
is no longer growing at the pace it was growing
ion recent past is not a product of the presented
arguments but of the fact that it has reached the
level of the Western countries. If we look at each of
the above arguments outside the context, we could
equally apply them to any highly-developed country
in the world. Here we come to the paradox of the
presented argumentation — if the same can refer to
all the most developed countries of the world, how
is it possible that only China, according to them, is
slowing down? That is why it is necessary to look at
each category of arguments once again, but taking
into account the above-stated paradox.

The fact that one-child policy led to less fa-
vourable demographic trends in China. However,
it does not by any means refer only to China. All
the most developed countries of the world are at
the same time the countries with the most un-
favourable demographic picture. The European
Union member states, Japan and South Korea have
the oldest populations in the world. A possible
exception is the United States of America, but on-
ly because its demographic trends rely on a high
inflow of people from other countries — which
may bring along a new number of problems. The
situation in Canada is similar as well. The demo-
graphic disbalance is associated with the degree of
a country’s development, which corroborates our
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claim that the slowing down of China’s growth is
due to the fact that it has become one of the most
developed countries in the world. Nevertheless,
what distinguishes China from other countries
is that their demographic disbalance is a product
of the politics that has changed. In China’s case,
demographic disbalance is rather a consequence
of necessary consolidation than of a “natural” pro-
cess. In the same way, just as the process has been
reversed, it has been changed as well, and thus
China may serve as an example of how the degree
of a country’s development is not necessarily ac-
companied with demographic disbalance. Having
in mind the initiated mechanisms and the rejection
of one-child policy, this “argument” may die down
in the near future.

On the other hand, economic stagnation is a
problem accompanying the majority of the most
developed countries. When we say “stagnation’,
we do not refer to complete absence of economic
growth, but to its slowing down. This argument is
the closest to the analogy of reaching the speed of
light since it is a rather demanding procedure to
maintain any growth at the times when the degree
of economic growth has reached the current global
peak. That is why, even this argument corroborates
the thesis that China’s alleged slowing down is a
consequence of the fact that it has taken its place
among the most developed countries of the world.
However, even in the conditions of economic stag-
nation, as we have put it, Chinese economy is still
growing faster than other most developed coun-
tries of the world. This growth is not two-digit as
before, but now it would almost be in the domain
of science fiction. Clear, continued and sustainable
economic growth is evident and it exceeds other
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most developed countries of the world. Hence, this
argument, if seen from a different perspective, is in
favour of China and not against it.

The question of institutional problems is also
something in common to all the most developed
countries of the world. Whenever there is sufficient
wealth in a country, there will be those who will
abuse their position for the purpose of their per-
sonal gain. It refers equally to democratic and to
communist countries. That is why it can refer both
to China and to all other countries of the world. On
the other hand, when speaking of this argument,
it is a situation when isolated cases are raised to
the level of regularities which are more noticeable
in other most developed countries of the world.
Furthermore, we must not forget one important
thing. The challenge in establishing institutional
problems is that their resolution leads to the larger
visibility of this issue in public. If there is an ac-
tive struggle against something, then such strug-
gle makes the problem more visible. No country
will ever remove institutional problems, but they
are often more visible in those countries actively
tighting against them.

Finally, it is important to emphasize that glo-
balization is a two-way street. Therefore, its col-
lapse affects equally China and other countries.
To conceive the collapse of globalization as an
argument for China’s slowing down means that the
whole world is slowing down. On the other hand, it
is a wrong thesis that China’s benefit from globali-
zation lies solely in its exports of semi-products.
In the past years, China has begun producing and
exporting final products with a high added value,
such as electronics and cars. Therefore, the claim
that the rest of the world will easily transition to



the production of semi-products as a support to
their own production of final products refers to
China as well. Their line of argumentation re-
lies on the obsolete logic of the 1990s. At that
time China really produced semi-products and
its growth really relied on the exports of those
products. However, at that time China was not
what it is today. That is why we need to ask who
will be actually more affected by the collapse of
globalization.

Summing up all the above-mentioned, it is ev-
ident that China is no longer growing at the same
pace as in the past. However, it is not a sign of its
weakness but, on the contrary, a consequence of
its development. In other words. The arguments in
favour of “China’s fatal slowing down” are more a
sign of its strength than of any essential weakness.
It is a simple fact that it has become fully equal
to the formerly much more developed countries.
When we further elaborate the arguments and ap-
ply them to other countries of the world, we reach
two important observations. Firstly, the argument
of slowing down refers to all the most developed
countries of the world, and, secondly and more
importantly, China is coping with this challenge
better than other most developed countries of the
world. Hence the claims about the era of China’s
rise coming to an end are not only wrong, but they
indicate that slower growth may faster take China
to the top.

Conclusion

The American-Chinese rivalry will certainly “paint”
international security in the years to come. This
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claim has become almost an axiom. However, the
nature of their rivalry is a much greater issue than
simply pointing out who “good” or “bad guys” are.
There is a strongly rooted opinion among Western
researchers that China’s growth will inevitably lead
to the Thucydides Trap and, thus, to the outbreak of
ahegemonic war between it and the United States.
Pointing a finger to negative and positive ones does
not serve any purpose except for clearly stating
who would be responsible for something like that.

The only “exit” seen by American authors is
China’s slowing down. The reason for it is obvious.
Even at this pace of growth, China will inevitably
overtake the United States as the most powerful
country in the world. Faced with the fact that the
USA is limited in its own growth, as well as that
it can do little to prevent China’s further growth
except in an open conflict, American authors see
the only exit in China’s slowing down. They base
their arguments against its further rise on four key
categories of arguments. The first category is of de-
mographic nature which emphasizes that one-child
policy has led to a decline in China’s population
and, more importantly, to demographic disbalance
between the working-age and the kept population.
The second category is of economic nature and it
emphasizes that the fact that Chinese economy
is no longer growing at a two-digit pace clearly
points to its slowing down. The third category is of
institutional nature and points out that problems
in administration stop China’s rise. The last, fourth
category is of structural nature and relies on the
thesis that the collapse of globalization will lead to
China’s slowing down.

Nevertheless, the paradoxical situation in
which the above-listed arguments may refer to all
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most developed countries of the world takes us
towards two conclusions: that China’s slower rise
is only the reflection of the fact that it has reached
the level of the most developed countries in the
world and that, in such circumstances, China is
better coping with the challenges of further rise
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than other “great powers” Therefore, instead of
focusing of the potential “failing’, it is necessary
to focus on its rivalry with the USA should remain
only the rivalry, and not become an open conflict,
i.e., war. However, as always, this will not be decided

only by direct actors.

BOTH THE WORLD AND CHINA. Handmade tapestries by Qinghai Shengyan Carpet Group Co, Ltd, situated in the Central District
of Xining City. The Jia'ya Tibetan carpet waving was included in the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006.
Photo: Uro$ Suvakovi¢
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Introduction

In the field of international relations, there is
a recognizable lack of deeper understanding of
Chinese foreign policy, its comprehensive and
systematic approach. A comprehensive meth-
odological approach is necessary for a thorough
examination of Chinese diplomatic strategy and
activities, which, however, still does not dominate
academic discourse, especially not in Serbia. It
is customary to view Chinese cooperation with
Central and Eastern European countries, the
Belt and Road Initiative, as well as Sino-Serbian
relations as separate entities. However, from a
broader perspective of Chinese foreign policy,
these segments are interconnected and together
have a significant impact on global political and
economic structures. This macro perspective is
crucial for a comprehensive understanding of Chi-
na's role and strategy in the global political-eco-
nomic landscape and requires us to focus, instead
of individual events or policies, on systemic and
comprehensive understanding.

In the current complex global context, Chi-
na's foreign policy system has demonstrated its
uniqueness and effectiveness. From adopting
traditional ally relations with the USSR at the
beginning of the establishment of the People's
Republic of China to the contemporary emphasis
on independent, self-reliant, and mutually ben-
eficial partnerships, China's diplomatic strategy
and practice have undergone significant transfor-
mations. These changes in China's foreign policy
approach not only demonstrate its detailed un-
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derstanding and adaptation to changing circum-
stances in international relations but also affirm
its determination to actively contribute to shaping
a world community that shares a common desti-
ny. Through these transformations, China aims
to promote new types of international relations
characterized by mutual respect, fairness, and
shared prosperity.

Traditional international alliance relations of-
ten focus on the military, political, or economic
interests of a limited number of states, which can
result in increased contradictions and conflicts
between countries. Unfortunately, history is full
of examples of wars and conflicts caused precise-
ly by such allied interests. Among them are the
NATO aggression in 1999, which resulted from
NATO expansion to the east, as well as the current
conflict between Russia and Ukraine, events with
which the Serbian people are very familiar. These
examples highlight the limitations of traditional
alliance relations in maintaining long-term peace
and stability. Through its foreign policy and phi-
losophy, China seeks to overcome these challeng-
es, emphasizing the weaknesses that traditional
alliances bring.

Serbia, as a militarily neutral country, also
has its own unique experiences and perspectives
on alliance relations. This paper will analyze Ser-
bia's strategic position, emphasizing its significant
contribution and the benefits derived from the
partnership with China in order to preserve Ser-
bian independent, sovereign, and freedom-loving
policy.



1. Evolution and practice of the
Chinese foreign policy system before
the “Belt and Road” Initiative

1.1. Global Partnership Network
(4=3k{k £ 2 ): Flexibility and inclusiveness
of Chinese Diplomacy

The fundamental element and key unit of the Chi-
nese diplomatic system is the partnership model,
which aims to overcome the limitations of tradi-
tional alliances by establishing a broader and more
flexible network of collaborators. This approach
promotes peaceful development of international
relations. Such partnership is not confined to any
specific sphere or format but is based on principles
of mutual respect, equality, and mutual benefit,
with the ambition to foster common development
and prosperity.

Xiang Haoyu, a distinguished researcher at
the Institute of Asian and Pacific Studies at the
Chinese Institute of International Studies, believes
that China adopted a policy of non-alignment as
early as the early 1950s, and after the end of the
Cold War further clarified its diplomatic guidelines
with the principle of "forming friendships without
forming alliances" (45 f£ £ 45 1), thus initiating a
practice of building partnerships (Xiang, 2023).
Since the 1990s, China has developed various
forms of partnerships with numerous countries,
including comprehensive strategic partnerships
(4 T RIS Ak £ 9% R), cooperative partnerships,
etc. (A1EfkfEXR). These partnerships range
from bilateral to multilateral arrangements, re-
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flecting the flexibility and inclusiveness of Chinese
diplomacy. Forming partnerships between China
and countries or regions such as Serbia, Pakistan,
Russia, the European Union, and the African Un-
ion serves as a typical example of this successful
practice. At present, there are more than 20 types
of partnerships, with nearly 100 countries carry-
ing the title of "partner” in bilateral relations, and
over 80 pairs of relationships involving the term
"strategic" (ibid.).

Additionally, it is important to note that along-
side common forms of partnerships, such as com-
prehensive strategic partners and comprehensive
cooperative partners, there exists also special bilat-
eral relationship positioning. These special forms
of positioning typically reflect unique political,
economic, and strategic considerations between
countries, such as the frequently mentioned new
model of major power relations between China
and the United States ('3 #1 7 K [E 2% K). This
model is designed to avoid traditional conflicts
and confrontations among major powers, aim-
ing for cooperation with mutual benefits. Rela-
tions between the PRC, as the largest developing
country, and the USA, as the largest developed
country, have a significant impact on global po-
litical, economic, and security development. The
proposal of a new model of major power relations
aims to promote continuous healthy and stable
development of Sino-American relations through
enhanced communication, expanded cooperation,
and managing differences.

The fundamental characteristics of the Chi-
nese partnership system are equality, openness,
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cooperation, and mutual benefit. Unlike traditional
alliances, partnerships do not require homogeneity
but strive for a common language while respecting
differences, thus expanding the scope and depth of
cooperation. This model of relations can effectively
avoid zero-sum games and promote harmony and
stability in the international community.

1.2. The N+1 cooperation mechanism:
a new model of regional cooperation

While the system and network of partnerships
tend to be based on bilateral relations, the N+1
cooperation mechanism is a model of regional
multilateral cooperation. Key examples of this
model are the China-Central and Eastern Europe
Cooperation Mechanism and the China-ASEAN
10+1 Cooperation Mechanism. The aim of this
model is to share resources and complement ad-
vantages through cooperation among multiple
countries in a specific region. The N+1 coopera-
tion mechanism not only expands China's diplo-
matic horizons but also injects new vitality into
the partnership system, making it more flexible
and diverse.

1.3. Mechanisms of BRICS and SCO:
Attempt and practice of a platform
for developing countries

The mechanism of BRICS, as an international co-
operation platform established by Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa, represents a signifi-
cant attempt to create an economic platform led by
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major developing countries. These five countries
constitute the fundamental economic pillars in their
regions, distinguished by exceptional market capac-
ities and wealth of natural resources. In the field of
security cooperation, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), jointly established in 2001 by
Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan, is a new attempt to resolve disputes
and preserve international security.

Although structurally different from bilateral
partnerships and regional cooperation mechanisms
like N+1, the BRICS and SCO mechanisms share a
similar spirit in promoting international coopera-
tion and common development.

The establishment of the BRICS and SCO
mechanisms demonstrates the common aspiration
of developing countries to achieve greater influ-
ence and presence in the processes of globalization.
Through cooperation within these two mecha-
nisms, they aim to strengthen mutual economic and
security ties, effectively address global challenges,
and promote the development of an international
system that is fairer and more balanced.

Compared to bilateral partnerships, which
primarily focus on cooperation between two
states, BRICS and SCO prioritize multilateral and
multipolar cooperation and collective action.

When compared to regional cooperation
mechanisms like N+1, BRICS and SCO are char-
acterized by greater representativeness. While
regional cooperation mechanisms like N+1 fo-
cus on enhancing cooperation within a specific
geographical area, BRICS and SCO transcend
regional boundaries and bring together devel-
oping countries from different continents. This
approach allows developing countries to broaden



their international vision, strengthening their con-
tribution and influence in global decision-making
processes.

2. Introduction to the Belt and Road
Initiative and the establishment
of the community of shared destiny
for mankind

2.1. The Belt and Road Initiative:
A culmination of promotion
of international connectivity

Sinceits launch in 2013, the Belt and Road Initiative
has grown into a key element of Chinese foreign
policy. This initiative, drawing inspiration from the
ancient Silk Road of China, has not only facilitated
trade and cultural exchanges between East and West
but has also become a symbol of mutual enrichment
and peaceful coexistence throughout history.

The initiative represents not only a significant
bridge for establishing partnerships with coun-
tries around the world but also the culmination of
previous bilateral partnerships, N+1 cooperation
mechanisms, the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO), and BRICS. Its primary purpose is
to promote international connectivity, strengthen
economic cooperation, and cultural exchange among
participating countries. Therefore, the Beltand Road
Initiative is not conceived as an isolated endeavour
but is based on China's longstanding and solid bi-
lateral and multilateral partnerships with countries
worldwide. "Today, the Belt and Road Initiative has
become internationally recognized as a platform for
cooperation at all levels" (Jinping, 2022).
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(1) Five Pillars as the foundation of the first
decade of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Five Pillars - political coordination (F{#
{518), infrastructure connectivity (13 ilkid),
promotion of effective trade (4 7 1%i#), en-
hancement of financial cooperation (%% 4 fliH),
and strengthening cultural exchanges ([X:C>#H
JH) - represent the basis for a comprehensive
framework of cooperation within the Belt and
Road Initiative. These aspects are interrelat-
ed and supportive, providing not only a robust
foundation for intensive cooperation among
participating countries but also an impetus for
regional economic integration and development.
Political coordination enables governments to
reach consensus and pave the way for coopera-
tion; infrastructure development physically con-
nects countries, bringing them closer together;
efficient trade promotes the free flow of goods
and services, strengthening economic dynamics;
financial cooperation provides crucial financial
support for projects; while cultural exchanges
and interpersonal contacts strengthen friendships
and understanding. This integrated framework
of cooperation is crucial for maintaining stable
progress and achieving fruitful results within the
Belt and Road Initiative.

(2) Eight steps as the direction for the new
decade of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Five Pillars have brought concrete achieve-
ments in cooperation among participating coun-
tries during the first decade of the Belt and Road
Initiative. Looking towards the future, the "eight
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steps” will guide the development of the Belt and
Road Initiative in the next decade, aiming for higher
levels and broader areas of cooperation.

President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic
of China, on 18" October, 2023, at the opening of
the Third Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation, announced China's support for the
high-quality implementation of the Belt and Road
Initiative through eight steps. These actions include
building a multi-dimensional connectivity network
for the Belt and Road (4@ “—Hr—#g” AR H Ik
HJ# M%), supporting the establishment of an open
world economy (SCHFEEBIT TR A 25F), im-
plementing practical cooperation (Jf-Ji& 55 5L 1),
promoting green development (£ 4% .5 Ji2), ad-
vancing technological innovation (FE&EHL G1HT),
supporting people-to-people cultural exchanges (
X FFIR[A] 22 1E), building the road of integrity-based
cooperation (F15%J#i# 2 ), and improving the
international cooperation mechanism (583 “—
g EPRAAENLE]) (Jinping, 2023).

While the five pillars have laid a solid founda-
tion for cooperation within the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, the eight steps further deepen and broaden
the scope and direction of cooperation, adapting to
the needs and challenges of the new era. Together,
they promote the profound development of this
initiative.

2.2 Community of Shared Future For Mankind
as the final link in the Chinese foreign policy
system

The concept of the Community of Shared Future
For Mankind (CSFM - further referred to as CSFM)
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began to develop even before the Belt and Road
Initiative. Professor Zhang Ji from Fudan University
believes that this concept stems from the contin-
uous development of Chinese foreign policy strat-
egies since the founding of the People's Republic
of China. It encompasses five principles: peaceful
coexistence, advocating for the establishment of
a new international political and economic order,
avoiding division based on ideologies, commitment
to the path of peaceful development, and striving
for a harmonious world. The specific origin of this
concept lies in the proposal of "convergence of in-
terests" and "community of shared interests" at the
beginning of the 21st century (Zhang, 2019).

Over time, the concept of a Community of
Shared Future (CSF) has become a more precise
description of global interdependence. In Septem-
ber 2011, the CSF concept was first mentioned in
the China’s Peaceful Development whitepaper. From
around 2012, this term has been increasingly used,
reflecting a growing consensus within the interna-
tional community on the need for joint resolution
of challenges and promotion of cooperation for
mutual benefit.

After several years of developing this concept
and practical research, in 2015, President Xi Jinping
clearly outlined the vision of building partnerships
for mutual benefit and creating a Community of
Shared Future for Mankind (Jinping, 2015) in a
speech at the United Nations headquarters. This
speech not only promoted the term CSF in the in-
ternational community but also marked its formal
adoption as a key element of Chinese foreign policy.

Thus, China has developed a comprehensive
diplomatic system, resembling a carefully woven
network. In this system, bilateral partnerships are



the basic units, serving as fundamental nodes of the
network that lay the groundwork for broader coop-
eration through stable bilateral relations. Multilat-
eral relationship mechanisms such as BRICS, SCO,
and N+1 act as key frameworks of this network,
playing a connecting role in regional and functional
cooperation and closely linking various bilateral
partnerships. The Belt and Road Initiative acts as
the main artery of the network, tightly connecting
participating countries, regions, and mechanisms,
allowing for a clear definition of China's strategic
positioning and understanding of the significant
role it should play on the global stage. And, final-
ly, the concept of CSEF, as a macro-plan, provides
goals and direction for this network — a new type
of international relations (F7T %! [H bRk R).

The concept of CSF emphasizes interdepend-
ence and common interests among nations, advo-
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cating for a cooperative approach where everyone
benefits, while also maximally respecting the prin-
ciple that countries, regardless of size, strength, or
wealth, are equal, respecting the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all nations and respecting the
right of nations to choose their own development
path. The philosophy of CSF is against the mentality
of the Cold War, interference in the internal affairs
of other countries, and double standards (Yang,
2022), offering a Chinese solution to promote the
construction of a fairer and more rational interna-
tional order.

In the drawing, each circle represents a bi-
lateral partnership between China and individu-
al countries, while squares represent multilateral
mechanisms (such as BRICS, N+1, or SCO). The
lines represent the Belt and Road Initiative that
connects them.

A new type of international relations

N+1

BRICS
A human

community
with a shared

Conflict-ridden
world *‘

N+1

future

sco

“Belt and Road” Initiative as a one network

Chinese foreign policy system
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3. Serbia: A shining example
of the Belt and Road Initiative

After a comprehensive analysis of the Chinese
foreign relations system, we need to engage in an
exhaustive discussion about the position Serbia
occupies in this significant global initiative. Addi-
tionally, we must clearly define our strategic posi-
tioning and clarify the important role we should
play in this broad context.

3.1. Serbia’s disrupted EU integration
strategy

Serbia, as a European country, undoubtedly holds
significant geographical context when discussing
its strategic position within the Belt and Road In-
itiative and the Chinese foreign policy system. In
analyzing Serbia's role, the dynamics between the
EU and Serbia naturally become an inevitable top-
ic — more precisely, this dynamic directly relates
to Serbia's political and economic stance on the
Euro-Asian continent. Therefore, when discussing
Serbia's relationship with the Belt and Road Initi-
ative and the Chinese foreign policy system, it is
necessary to thoroughly examine the current state
of relations between the EU and Serbia in order
to precisely understand the demands of strategic
positioning.

Since the change in the ruling political struc-
ture in 2000, Serbia has officially designated acces-
sion to the European Union as a significant goal of
its foreign policy. The government and the public
generally believed that EU membership would not
only bring significant economic benefits to Serbia
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but also help in modernizing its domestic political
and legal system. However, over time, due to slow
progress in the accession process and frequent
problems within the EU itself, public support for
EU accession began to decline. Especially when the
EU, together with NATO-led United States, started
persistently demanding that Serbia recognize the
independence of the separatist province of Koso-
vo and join sanctions against Russia, these factors
further deepened Serbian dissatisfaction and public
scepticism towards the EU.

According to a 2021 survey conducted by
the Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group
(BiEPAG), the percentage of residents in Albania,
Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and North
Macedonia willing to join the EU was 94%, 83%,
83%, and 79%, respectively. In Serbia, support for
EU accession was the lowest in the Balkans, with
around 53% in favour and 43% against. One year
later, in 2022, the percentage of support for EU
membership dropped to 35%, marking the first
time in recent years that euro scepticism has pre-
vailed to such an extent. The survey also showed
that Serbian respondents prioritized economic
cooperation over membership, as EU membership
seemed increasingly unattainable: 25% believed
that Serbia would join in the next decade, while
44% considered it entirely unachievable (BiEPAG,
2021).

The economic role of the EU as Serbia's larg-
est trading partner and a source of investment is
crucial from the perspective of Serbian economic
interests. However, the prospects of Serbia's acces-
sion to the EU remain unclear. On the one hand,
due to internal problems within the EU, strin-
gent conditions imposed on Serbia, and Serbia's



dissatisfaction with EU policies, the attractiveness
of the EU for Serbia is gradually declining. On the
other hand, Serbia actively seeks to diversify its
diplomatic and economic cooperation to find new
anchors on the international political scene. The
challenge of balancing national sovereignty with
economic development has become a significant
strategic challenge for Serbia. In short, Serbia
faces many challenges and uncertainties on its
path to the EU, a sentiment widely shared by the
Serbian people.

3.2. The past decade: Deep integration and
development of Serbian-Chinese relations
within the Belt and Road Initiative

Against the backdrop of tense political relations
with Western countries, Serbia has actively begun
to cooperate with China, Russia, and other devel-
oping countries to preserve its independent policy
and maintain a balanced stance on the international
political scene. Since the Serbian Progressive Party
came to power in 2012, relations with Eastern coun-
tries have been thoroughly renewed and elevated
to a higher level.

In the context of Serbian-Chinese relations,
the partnership has reached unprecedented heights
after decades of development. The Belt and Road
Initiative has provided Serbia with a greater num-
ber of options for shaping its foreign and economic
policies. This initiative has gained popularity in
Serbia because it not only contributes to a new
impetus in the country's economic development
but also represents a model of cooperation that
differs from the Western one. By intensifying
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cooperation with countries like China, Serbia
hopes to reduce its economic dependence on the
EU, thereby enhancing its negotiating power and
international influence.

Within the Belt and Road Initiative, bilateral
projects between Serbia and China are focused on
infrastructure and energy sectors, including in-
dustry - steel production, highway construction,
mining, railways, automobile industry, and urban
water drainage systems. These projects encompass
initiatives such as the Hungary-Serbia railway line,
the Smederevo Steel Mill, the "Danube Corridor"
highway, waste water collection and treatment sys-
tems, and the exploitation of mines in Bor. Chinese
investments undoubtedly had a positive effect on
the Serbian economy, coinciding with the growth
of Serbia's gross domestic product in recent years.
Moreover, Chinese investments in infrastructure
projects are directed towards directions that Euro-
pean investment groups currently cannot or do not
want to develop, but are crucial for Serbia's national
development. From this perspective, cooperation
between Serbia and China unequivocally represents
a lifesaving opportunity for Serbia.

In this context, China has become Serbia's sec-
ond-largest trading partner, with bilateral trade
volume reaching $3.55 billion in 2022, representing
an increase of 10.1% compared to the previous year.
This includes $2.18 billion in imports from China
and $1.37 billion in exports to China. In 2023, China
and Serbia signed a historic Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). The Chinese Ministry of Commerce highly
praised this agreement, emphasizing that it repre-
sents China's first FTA with a Central and Eastern
European country and the twenty-second FTA with
countries and regions worldwide, making Serbia
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the twenty-ninth free trade partner of China. The
signing of the FTA between Serbia and China is
an important step in implementing the consensus
between the leaders of the two countries, a sig-
nificant initiative to expand the global network of
high-standard free trade areas, and a key achieve-
ment of the Third Belt and Road Forum for Inter-
national Cooperation. (Ministry of Commerce of
the People's Republic of China, 2023).

In addition to economic interests, China and
Serbia also share deep spiritual, cultural, and intan-
gible connections. These intangible connections
enrich the continuous development of bilateral
relations, contributing to the uniqueness of the
"ironclad friendship" between China and Serbia.
This friendship has a deep historical foundation,
where the two countries have gradually built a close
relationship of "shared happiness and sorrow," fac-
ing challenges and difficulties together, such as the
bombing of the Chinese Embassy during the NATO
aggression in 1999. This friendship is not only a col-
lection of common interests but also a cooperative
relationship based on mutual understanding and
trust. Over the years, the peoples of both countries
have developed a deep friendship through econom-
ic and cultural exchanges and mutually beneficial
cooperation.

At a crucial moment for the continuous de-
velopment of Sino-Serbian relations and the Belt
and Road Initiative, Serbia also played a role in
the official establishment of the Belt and Road In-
stitute. This research institution was established
through joint efforts of the Serbian Government,
the Chamber of Commerce of Serbia, and the
University of Novi Sad in 2021, gathering resourc-
es and talents from various sectors. During the
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same year, during a meeting between Serbian
Foreign Minister Selakovi¢ and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, the two countries reached an
agreement to strengthen strategic cooperation,
qualitatively advance the further development
of the Belt and Road Initiative, and practically
implement key mutually significant projects. The
Chinese side also expressed clear support for the
Belt and Road Institute. Since its establishment,
the Institute has been supported by leading Chi-
nese companies such as China Mining and China
Copper as founding members, which has signif-
icantly contributed to its development. In 2023,
at a crucial moment in the transition between the
old and new decades of the Belt and Road Initi-
ative, the Institute became a member of the Silk
Road Think Tank Association (SiLKS) launched
by the International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China.
Over the past years, the Institute has signed more
than 50 cooperation agreements with institutions,
companies, universities, and other organizations
across Europe, Asia, and Africa. With the aim of
promoting the development of relations between
China and Central and Eastern Europe, the Insti-
tute has been involved in organizing more than
5o significant intergovernmental exchanges, often
taking a leading role.

3.3. The next decade: Building a talent
infrastructure and ecosystems

When considering the new decade of development
of the Belt and Road Initiative, it is crucial for China
and Serbia to deepen cooperation through eight



actions, explore new areas, and open new chapters
- especially in the domain of talent infrastructure.
The first decade of the mentioned Chinese initiative
enabled the connection between Serbia and China
in the industrial infrastructure. As we move into the
next decade, a focus on talent becomes a central
aspect of the "infrastructure” to sustain, expand
and enhance these achievements.

Improving talent development and induction,
as well as building a high-quality talent pool, are
key to the sustainable development of bilateral
relations. In terms of talent development, Chi-
na and Serbia can strengthen exchanges and co-
operation in education, jointly developing talent
development programs and curricula. Through
student exchange, joint educational programs, and
other methods, the two countries can encourage
students to exchange and cooperate in culture,
technology, and other sectors. In addition, both
countries can expand cooperation in professional
education and technology transfer, which would
provide more high-quality talents for enterprises
of both countries.

Regarding talent attraction, China and Serbia
can adopt more favourable policies and measures
to attract a larger number of exceptional talented
individual to work and live in their own countries.
Apart from that, the two countries can collabo-
rate on establishing talent centres and developing
innovative policies that would secure additional
intellectual support and guarantees for talent, use-
ful for businesses and research institutions in both
countries.

Aside from that, China and Serbia should
systematically completely utilize Chinese entities
in Serbia, such as large Chinese companies, the

Bojan P. Lali¢

Filip D. Filipovi¢

New decade of the Belt and Road Initiative:
Strategic positioning of Serbia-China relations
and opening of a new chapter

Belt and Road Institute, Confucius Institutes, and
Luban workshops. By relying on industrial advan-
tages, with large companies at the centre, both
countries can gradually expand their influence
on to the academic sphere and, ultimately, on to
the entire society, creating a positive ecosystem.
The aim of this mechanism is to promote deep co-
operation between Chinese companies, Chinese
and Serbian universities, institutions, and media
in order to achieve a synergistic effect. Such a
system not only provides a platform for talented
people to demonstrate their skills, enabling them
to use, maintain, deepen, and transform existing
industries and infrastructure, but also strengthens
the five pillars, further expanding and implement-
ing the eight actions. By focusing on people, both
countries should encourage the implementation
of a variety of smaller projects, moving from in-
dividual points to lines, and from lines to areas,
thereby encouraging comprehensive develop-
ment. Also, we hope that other countries along
the Silk Road will establish similar ecosystems,
which would enable the global connectivity of
ecosystems and take advantage of the Belt and
Road Initiative in connecting different parts of
the world.

In summary, when speaking about the devel-
opment of a new decade of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, the cooperation in the infrastructure talent
field between China and Serbia will become more
intense and important. By improving talent devel-
opment and its introduction, as well as creating a
high-quality talent pool, both countries will sig-
nificantly contribute to the further deepening of
bilateral relations, as well as the promotion of global
peace and development.
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4. Conclusion and discussion:
Balancing between the planned
EU integration and the Belt
and Road Initiative

As a developing country, Serbia naturally aspires
toward a world with more diverse and inclusive
values, systems, and norms, including the five pil-
lars and eight actions of the Belt and Road Initi-
ative as well as the frameworks of the EU, as well
as the United Nations 2030 vision. This poses
two main questions: How do we align relations
between the Eats and the West and how do we
balance between EU integration strategy and Ser-
bian-Chinese relations focused on the Belt and
Road Initiative?

EU, as an entity that advocates regional integra-
tion, has been striving to improve the quality of life
of its members for a long time through coordinated
cooperation, and to strengthen its economic, polit-
ical and strategic impact globally. Still, this process
is not without issues. Internal contradictions and
weaknesses of the EU, especially when it comes
to decision-making autonomy, have become pro-
nounced, and affect primarily smaller countries and
those who strive for membership. Such countries
must carefully weight their ambitions for economic
development in relation to the need to preserve
political independence and satisfy EU’s political
criteria (Filipovi¢, 2022).

In this context, the Chinese foreign policy sys-
tem, which is centred around the Belt and Road
initiative, offers Serbia a new opportunity for coop-
eration. Unlike the cooperation model promoted by
the EU, the Belt and Road initiative focuses more on
economic cooperation and mutual benefits, with-
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out political preconditions. The current conflict in
Ukraine and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict further
highlight the weaknesses of Western international
mechanisms, such as the lack of objective ration-
ality in managing international crises and making
decisions based solely on the interests of the great
powers. This way of acting not only threatens global
balanced development, but also puts pressure on
the economic and political sovereignty of smaller
states.

Therefore, while Serbia is considering the Euro-
pean integration process, it must strategically think
about new methods and directions for deepening
cooperation within the Belt and Road initiative,
exploring new opportunities for economic devel-
opment, while at the same time preserving national
interests and independent policies. This balanced
strategy not only reflects Serbia's thoughtfulness
in the context of current international political and
economic trends, but also demonstrates its wisdom
in maximizing benefits in a complex international
environment.

In the context of the Chinese foreign policy
system, the comprehensive strategic partnership
between China and Serbia, also known as the iron
friendship, stands out as a unique and firm relation-
ship among all international systems of coopera-
tion. The cooperation between the two countries
is not just widely encompassing, but it is also being
deepened on various levels, akin to two tightly in-
tertwined, firmly joined segments.

At the regional level of multilateral relations,
Serbia unambiguously shines as a positive example
on the cooperation scene within the China — Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe mechanism. Not only is it
exhibiting a high level of cooperation enthusiasm,



it also confirms its status as an active member of
the mechanism through practical activities.

In the context of BRICS and SCO, even though
Serbia as the most influential country in the Balkans
is not an official member, the people have shown
strong interest in this multilateral cooperation
framework.

As avital element of the “Belt and Road” Ini-
tiative, Serbia plays a key role in the promotion of
interregional connection and functions as a bridge
connecting the East and the West, facilitating trade
and cultural exchange.

Finally, Serbia is actively realizing the idea of
a community of mankind with a common destiny
through cooperation for mutual benefit, by join-
ing forces with other countries. Not only do deep
friendship and cooperation between China and
Serbia provide tangible benefits for the both peo-
ples, they also serve as an example of a harmonious
coexistence to the global community. This iron
friendship presents a powerful impulse for a joint
development of China and Serbia in all areas.
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Ding Chun, Zhang Mingxin and Ji Haon-
an from the Fudan Insitute of Belt and Road and
Global Governance, emphasized in their article
entitled “Competition and Cooperation As Part
of Belt and Road Initiative from the Perspective of
China and Europe — Evolution, Causes and Impact
on Europe” that China and Europe are coexisting
in the state of competition and cooperation, which
will continue in the future. However, China and
European countries have achieved fruitful results
within the Belt and Road Initiative, by collecting
valuable experiences. There is a stable basis for
cooperation between China and Europe (Ding,
Zhang, Ji, 2023). It is believed that, in the face of
various unstable factors, in the new decade of the
Beltand Road Initiative, China and Serbia will start
anew chapter together. It will not only build closer
bilateral relations, but also positively contribute to
the stability and prosperity of regional relations,
as well as relations between China and Europe,
working together to build and preserve the idea of
a community of humanity with a common destiny.
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Through dialogue of cultures and
convergence of civilizations - modern
China on the partnership road towards

development, peace and future of humanity

(Sociological marginalia about the Chinese strategy “Belt and Road”)

Summary: The paper elaborates on the following Chinese strategy: the dialogue of cultures and convergence of
civilizations are a road of achieving partnership for sustainable development and peace in the world. The author
first gives an overview of the history of Chinese culture and civilization: its depth, breadth and giant accomplish-
ments. Then he discusses modern China from the period after Mao’s death and its leaders/reformers, in particular
Deng Xiaoping and Xi Jinping, as the founders of the new development strategy in China’s internal and foreign
politics. In that context, the focus of the author’s analysis is on China’s modernization and development strategy,
relying on the rapid and high development of education, science and advanced technologies of the third and
fourth developmental-civilizational waves, as well as liberalization of economy and democratization of social and
political relations; the “Belt and Road” strategy - i.e., China’s great opening up and cooperating with the world
through partnership for the sake of universal wellbeing of humanity, globalization with a human face, multipolar
order and peace in the world.
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The future unifier of the world will not be any Western or
pro-Western country — it will be China.
Arnold Toynbee

The story about China is the most successful story of
development in world history.
Jeffrey Sachs

Chinese influence and rise in the world are the reality to
which America must adjust.

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Strategic Vision

118 | We are building “Belt and Road” in a spirit of peace.
The Old Silk Road flourished ion peaceful times, while it
deteriorated in wartime. The “Belt and Road” initiative
cannot develop without a peaceful and stable environment.
We need to create a new type of international relations
founded on mutually beneficial cooperation and to forge

a partnership of building the common future of humanity,
based on dialogue, and not conflict, on friendship, and not
hatred. All countries should respect sovereignty, dignity and
territorial integrity of other countries, appreciate their own
development road and social system, as well as their core
aspirations and interests.

Xi Jinping, On Building a Community

with a Shared Future for Humanity

Time of challenges, geopolitical
confusion and global transition from
the unipolar world towards
the multipolar world

Contemporary humanity is facing the rise of forc-
es of the scientific-technological and informatic
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revolution whose players are high professionals in
the field of advanced technologies and ingenious
creators of the new Internet generation. These new
production forces strive for the world globalization
and for opening the gates to the future of sustainable
progress, solidarity and peace in the world. They are
opposed by the forces of class monopoly, embod-
ied in the alliance of mega-capital and its epigons
and followers — ranging from modern technocracy,
politocracy, mediocracy and the military-political
complex. These forces would like to absolutize the
power of capital and its world hegemony, to monop-
olize and conserve the unipolar order of “disaster
capitalism” (N. Klein). Hence there is an ongoing
increase in contradictions and conflicts in different
parts of the world system and an increasingly ev-
ident split between the forces of the global North
and the global South. These conflicts, from Ukraine
to the Middle East, seem to be an introduction
not only to the era of a new Cold War, but also a
potential third world war.

In contrast to the daily-political analysts,
who would like to camouflage real causes of these
conflicts by oiling the wheels of the war machine
that kills large numbers of people before our own
eyes, but also destroys the legacies of civilization,
turning them into new forms of ethnocide, urbi-
cide and ecocide, serious researchers, futurolo-
gists and intellectuals such as Noam Chomsky,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Ulrich Beck, Alvin Toffler,
Edgar Morin and others, in their studies and jour-
nalist articles point not only to the causal matrix,
but also to megatrends and the real nature of the
ongoing conflicts, as well as of development ten-
dencies — determinisms of the structural crisis of
contemporary contradictions and conflicts, but



also the system change in modern times — from
the unipolar world order towards the multipolar
world order, and the replacement of predatory,
murderous capitalism with post-capitalism as a
new developmental and civilizational alternative
of humanity.

In other words, humanity is at a new crossroads
and demands not only new intellectual answers
to the contemporary crisis, but also new forms of
social engagement and combativeness of new gen-
erations, so as to achieve the victory of the alter-
native for peace, sustainable progress and survival
of humanity and the planet.

A short overview of the history
of Chinese culture, its deep roots
and giant accomplishments

Besides India, China is the most populous country
of the world, with about a billion and a half inhab-
itants. While until 1978 only 18% of the Chinese
population lived in cities, in 2011, for the first time in
this country’s history, the city population was larger
and, according to the expectations of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, until 2030, as many
as 68% of the population will live in the cities. The
history of China in the 21st century is marked by
modernization, industrialization, urbanization, as
well as domestic pluralization and global opening
up to the world.

In Insights into Chinese Culture by Ye Lang
and Zhu Liangzhi (2008), a special encyclopaedia
of Chinese culture with a profound picture of de-
velopment of various forms of culture and social
conscience — from wisdom and beliefs, through
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creativity and exchange, art and beauty, to folk
customs and ecology — we may become familiar
with the fascinating wealth and depth of Chinese
culture ever since the time of Confucius and his
Book of Changes, which elaborates the relationship
between man and the heaven as one of the basic
topics in Chinese philosophy. We will learn about
the challenging philosophy of charity, philanthro-
py, respect for life and strongly developed ecolog-
ical conscience, connectivity of man and nature
and shared life of the world in the philosophy of
light and virtue — people should begin from their
mutual love and then spread that love towards
everything that exists. Confucius believed that
education was a prerequisite for improving own
spiritual world and that it should serve a more
sensible and wealthier life and evolvement of love
and peace towards the world.

In ancient China, he founded pantheistic phi-
losophy, which is pan-humanist and cosmopolitan.
In its centre, there is the unity of all beings (kinds,
nations) and things: philosophy of philanthropy
and universal empathy of humanity. The idea in
its focus is the idea that every being and thing has
its nature of existence, raison détre, which should
be perceived and respected. Chinese civilization
is open-minded and open-hearted towards the
wealth and unity of the world’s diversities. Life phi-
losophy in traditional Chinese culture promoted
cultural openness and tolerance, as well as enthu-
siasm for learning about different cultures. China
was an advanced maritime and land civilization
aspiring not only towards trade exchange, but also
coexistence of different peoples and civilizations
and the spreading of peace culture. This is, among
other things, proved by the legend about the Yon-
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gle Emperor sending Zheng He on a voyage to
the West, along the so-called Maritime Silk Road.
This is how the emperor advised Zheng He: “Stay
on the heavenly path, follow law and order, do
not mistreat smaller and weaker countries, spread
prosperity and peace” (Lang, Liangzhi, 2022, p.
137). Even today this message is of current nature
and significance in building peaceful politics of
contemporary China. While Europe was under-
going dark ages, China was the oldest civilization
in the world — the most enlightened and advanced
empire on the planet, with the best governance
(Durant, 2006, p. 80).

Confucius had a great influence on China’s po-
litical and moral philosophy. Durant, among other
things, writes that Confucius is the most important
symbol of China, so great in size that it calls itself
“the totality under the heavens” Confucius’s philos-
ophy of light is considered the philosophy of virtue
and education as man’s continued improvement.
The golden rule of moral and political philosophy
was formulated by Confucius in the following way:
“Return good for good, return evil for justice” (Crn-
janski, 1923, p. 25). The greatest fortune of the peo-
ple would be if the ignorant were prohibited access
to public services, as well as if the wisest ones ruled
(Durant, 2006, p. 27). His followers understood his
greatness and foresaw the influence of his thought
on the shaping of the social character and wisdom
of the Chinese. As for the influence of this thinker
and his importance for the spirit and history of
China’s development, Durant writes: “No man has
ever inscribed his name on the face and spirit of a
nation as Confucius has done in China” (Durant,
2006, p. 170).
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This is what Ye Lang and Zhu Liangzhi have
written about Confucius’s philosophy: “The phi-
lanthropy of Confucianism is a kind of universal
human sympathy, an interpersonal feeling of love
for others” (Lang, Liangzhi, 2022, p. 211).

Another thinker with a strong influence on
the culture of China and other East Asian socie-
ties and civilizations was Buddha, the founder of
the religion of Buddhism as a symbol of light and
enlightenment. He was the predecessor and incar-
nation of personalist-existentialist philosophy. His
famous motto was: “Be a lamp unto yourself, Give
the energy of light and charity to others”. With his
energy of eternal light, he had the power to break
the darkness in the human world and to spread
enlightenment among ordinary people. That is
why these two thinkers (Confucius and Buddha)
are the most influential sages in the Eastern civi-
lization world.

In his works, Arnold Toynbee writes about
China and its mission throughout history, under-
lining that the Western tradition is nationalist,
while Chinese tradition is ecumenical, and that is
why the future belongs to China. He asserts that
since the decline of the Roman Empire, the West-
ern world has never succeeded in regaining its lost
political unity, or the unity of the rest of the world,
and that it is China’s destiny to ensure political
unity and peace not only for half of the world, but
the whole world. As for determinants and lega-
cies which will enable China to become not only
a geographical, but also a cultural foundation for
the unification of the whole world, Toynbee states
the following:



1. Twenty-one-century-long experience of
the Chinese people’s in maintaining the
empire which is virtually a regional model
for a world’s state;

2. Ecumenical spirit permeating the Chinese
nation throughout this long chapter of his-

tory;

3. Humanism of the Confucian view of the
world;

4. Rationalism of Confucianism and Bud-
dhism;

5. Feeling for mystery and admission that
man’s attempt to dominate the universe is
devastating in itself;

6. Belief that, instead of trying to dominate
the non-human nature, man should aim
towards life in harmony with it;

7. Courage to pose challenges to the West in
a positive competition, to peacefully put
humanity into order and to achieve the
ecumenical unity in the world;

8. The Chinese are not a nation with an ag-
gressive ambition. They participate in en-
mities only when it is necessary to defend
themselves. The Chinese maintain prevail-
ing cosmopolitanism with Chinese ethno-
centrism (Toynbee, Ikeda, 2005, p. 147).

French scientist and representative of historical
sociology, Raymond Aron, writing about Chinese
civilization as the oldest and the longest-standing in
the history of humanity, in his study Peace and War
— A Theory of International Relations (first edition
in 1962, second in 1984), values positively the role
of communist China in the country’s industrializa-
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tion and modernization processes, underlining also
that “the authoritarian mono-party state has made
China into a giant” (Aron, 2001, p. 332).

In his foreword to the collection Many Glo-
balizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary
World, Peter L. Berger writes about the phenome-
non of Confucian Protestantism and its influence
on the reproduction and mobility of modern mer-
itocratic elite in China.

Today many researchers write without ide-
ological burdens both about China’s history and
about its role in modern times, giving a differ-
ent interpretation and symbolic meaning of the
Chinese Wall and its former Silk Road strategy,
emphasizing that China did not only defend itself
from enemies, but also opened up to the world
and that from such opening up — economic and
commercial — and through the processes of trade
exchange, also suffered acculturation processes,
improved its technology and organization of work,
as well as gave its technological and economic
innovation as a gift to humanity and the world.
This civilization, with deep roots and magnifi-
cent accomplishments, speaks about its always
building successful bridges between transition and
modernization processes, reaching the star-high
peaks of humanity.

An overview of China’s history
- from revolution to evolution
(about Deng Xiaoping's role)

The Chinese people’s socialist revolution was led
by Mao Zedong’s Communist Party. It expanded
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the notion and concept of the strategic partner-
ship of social classes and political movements
in the revolution. In the revolutionary practice,
it was led by the Communist Party of China, re-
lying on peasantry, because the social structure
contained small numbers of workers due to un-
developed industry. In program terms, this rev-
olution was founded on the unity of antifeudal
and anticolonial liberation struggle. Namely, the
small proletariat in the large numbers of popula-
tion could not accomplish grandiose goals of the
socialist revolution. That is why it was necessary
torealize a strategic alliance of workers, peasants
and intelligentsia. In program terms, this social
and political revolution offered radical programs
of agrarian reforms, anticolonialism and anti-
fascism. It was only on such program that the
revolution could awaken the initiative of Chinese
people in its en masse struggle for social and polit-
ical liberation. The legacies of that revolution are
indisputable, particularly those embodied in the
country’s socialist industrialization, regardless
of the mono-party system of governance. After
Mao’s death, the new collective leadership of the
Communist Party of China, in the so-called cul-
tural revolution, dogmatized ideologically and
conserved politically the role of the Party in so-
cial development. It took the country into new
contradictions and crossroads. The closure and
changes were necessary for opening the space
and releasing the initiative of the citizens and the
people for further development (Marek, 1965).
After Mao Zedong’s death in 1976, Deng
Xiaoping became the leader of China, inaugu-
rating economic reforms and recovering China’s
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relations with the West. The government estab-
lished diplomatic relations with the USA in 1979,
and after late 1970s economy developed from
centralist planning and state-owned industries
to the combination of state-owned and private
enterprises in production and services and, in
the course of it, Chinese society increased its
production, but also transformed itself.

Deng Xiaoping freed China from Mao’s dog-
matism and rigidity of the cultural revolution
players (Mao’s successors). He paved the road to-
wards liberalization, modernization and democ-
ratization of economy and society. He focused
on science, technology and educational policy
as development factors of new China, its open-
ing up to the world through positive competition
and cooperation. At the same time, he softened
the Party’s monopoly and made its composition
open for experts, echelons of the new profile of
the leader. Instead of ideological suitability, the
meaning of professionalism and work patriotism
was put forward. Deng Xiaoping knew that Chi-
na’s opening up to the world required knowledge,
education and science. In that respect, with the
aid of the World Bank, he encouraged moderni-
zation and development of the country’s educa-
tional system and raising the quality of education
through exchange of students and teachers — in
1978, in there were China 165,000 students as
compared to 5,300,000 in 2009; in 2011, on the
list of 500 universities in the world, China ranked
among five countries with the largest number
of students. Another indicator is the number of
Chinese students studying in the West, mostly
in the USA.
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Table 1. Number of students from China studying abroad

In 1978 there were 50 students.

In 1984 there were 14,000 students.

In 2010/2011 there were 157,000 students.

In 2011/2012 there were 194,029 students.

In 2021/2022 there were more than 500,000 students.

Source: Data for the period 1978-2012 were taken from David M. Lampton’s study Following the Leader (pp. 23-24), originally relying
on the study by the Institute for International Education, Open-Doors Factsheet: China 2012. The author of this paper took the data
about the number of students in 2021/2022 from the projection presented at the gathering China and the Balkans - Multicultural

Dialogue, which was held in Balchik, Bulgaria.

In his study Following the Leader: Ruling China,
from Deng Xiaoping to Xi Jinping, David M. Lamp-
ton explored the revolution processes in China and
the role of the leader as an actor of reforms and
transformation of the Chinese state and society.
The author particularly focused on the return and
rehabilitation of Deng Xiaoping and his merits in
the conception of the program of reforms, liber-
alization and modernization of Chinese society
and state and the role of the Party. In this study,
based on the interviews with 558 Chinese leaders
from 1971 to 2013, the author analyzed the evolution
of Chinese leaders’ thinking about governing the
country and cooperating with the external world.
The conclusion reached by the author is that the
main strategic decisions of Deng Xiaoping and his
associates (from 1977 to 1985) is that were classified
into seven basic strategic categories which denoted
the program and direction of social reforms and
the politics of the new reformation course of the
leaders after Mao Zedong:

1. From war and revolution to peace and de-

velopment;

Pragmatic experimentalism;

Material impetuses of the market and the
balance between the state and society;
New population development policy;

5. Education as a factor of building and pro-
motion of capable cadres in economy and
politics;

6. Maintaining the Communist Party’s mo-
nopoly, but also transformation of its role
in social changes;

7. From autarchy towards opening up to the
world and using comparative advantag-
es and interdependency in global politics
(Lampton, 2015, pp. 18-28).

Three strategic decisions, the fruit of Deng’s
political and developmental philosophy, deter-
mined the future of modern China: 1) liberalization
of economy and reaffirmation of the market’s role;
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2) democratization of society, new understanding
of politics and the role of the Party; 3) opening up
to the global worldo. Deng realized that poolitics
and the Party must not have omnipotent power
over manufacturers and citizens as in totalitar-
ian systems, but their role in society should be
encouraging, orienting and liberating. In that re-
spect, Deng said: “Central power has no money,
but it can offer you politics which will make it
possible for you to do it yourself and to pave a
new road” (Lampton, 2015, p. 27). These Deng’s
words contain a cliché of a new understanding of
politics, the party and society which will determine
the direction towards a new, more participatory
than mono-party system, and today, in the third
decade of the 21st century;, it is one of the most
important challenges faced by the fifth generation
of Chinese leaders, including Xi Jinping (Lampton,
2015, p. 226). In the context of changes, David M.
Lampton in his study Following the Leader points
out that, after Mao, three ideal types of the leader
emerged in China — the transformational leader,
the transactional leader and the executor of power.
Lampton shows that the level of education of the
leading cadres is changed not only in economy,
but also in politics, emphasizing that 73% of the
fifth-generation leaders (born mostly in the 1950s)
today hold masters’ or doctoral degrees, while
there is an increasing number of those who have
studied abroad. At the same time, there is a gradual
increase in the number of non-party individuals
who hold the positions of vice-governors or deputy
ministers (Lampton, 2015, p. 33).

It should be emphasized that Deng Xiaoping’s
strategic initiatives led to significant transforma-
tions in the field of economy, as well as the political
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system, social changes, urbanization, foreign affairs,
and to the pluralization of society and democrati-
zation of the governance system and the leadership
profile. A shift was made towards greater profes-
sionalization of the manager structure in economy
and the strengthening of educational culture and
professionalism at all levels of social organization.
Deng Xiaoping made key strategic decisions, as
researcher David M. Lampton asserts, underlining
that the “greatest challenge for China is the question
whether with less dominant leaders and with more
pluralist and empowered bureaucratic institutions
and society it can control itself in the country and
abroad” (Lampton, 2015, p. 44.).

In his study The Grand Chessboard (1997)
Brzezinski properly predicted that “China’s future
progress, as well as its growing into the major pow-
er, will largely depend on how skilfully the ruling
elite will resolve two mutually connected problems:
the question of transferring power from the present
generation to the younger one and the question
of coping with the increasing tensions between
the economic and political systems” (Brzezinski,
1999. p. 152).

Xi Jinping as the leader of China’s new
wave of modemization - program
and strategies of the convergence

of different civilizations, globalization
with a human face and peace culture
in the world

We live in the crucial era of humanity, the crisis of
the neoliberal paradigm and unipolar globalization
and search for an alternative project of the world’s



global and multipolar development in which the
dialogue of different cultures and civilizations, as
well as the convergence of different systems will
be achieved.

It turns out that the domination of one develop-
ment strategy and one power leads to neoimperial-
ism, interventionism and violence/war conflicts in
the world. Hence the request made by Xi Jinping at
the 2017 Davos Forum for conducting globalization
with a human face and peace, which would serve to
all the nations of the world, as well as the request
of Klaus Schwab, Director of the World Forum in
Davos from 2019, for the “remoralization of globali-
zation’, because the current model of asymmetric
globalization has led to enormous growth of social
and regional inequalities in the world, so it must
be changed.

In modern times we face the rigid response
of the USA to the crisis and the tendency of re-
turning to conservative protectionist politics in
international relations, which is a non-productive
response to contemporary challenges. It is time for
critical reconsideration of the global, neoliberal
model of development and for abandoning the un-
ipolar concept of asymmetric globalization, which
is in the service of mega-capital and corporate
power (transnational corporations) of the Atlantic
Alliance powers. Only on the platform of the so-
cial-democratic development strategy is it possible
to build the solidarist associative type of social re-
lations and power, which will ensure: global justice
and global peace in the world, sustainable peaceful
development, coexistence of different peoples and
civilizations, and convergence of different systems,
thus opening up a road to the multipolar devilment
of the world and happy future of humanity.
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The Chinese strategy “Belt and Road’; estab-
lished by Xi Jinping, is exactly an example providing
and opening the road towards democratic progress,
responsibility and partnership of all nations for
sustainable and humane development of humanity.
In contrast to the Anglo-Saxon neoliberal ideology
of market fundamentalism, monetaristic and casi-
no-gambling economy, today China is developing
the capacities of real economy and represents a
model of how to combine complementarily tradi-
tion and modernization processes, socialism and
liberalism, and how to achieve successful growth
and development in the world. Against this back-
ground, its reputation is growing in the world, Eu-
rope and the Balkans.

Reading the collection which contains Xi Jin-
ping’s 85 articles and speeches, written and deliv-
ered between the beginning of 2013 and March
2019, entitled On Building a Community with a
Shared Future for Humanity, we learn that Jinping
spoke about the “Belt and Road” initiative for the
first time in his lecture at Nazarbayev University in
Astana, Kazakhstan on 7t September 2013, point-
ing out the importance of connecting the Eastern
and Western civilizations and of strengthening the
communication and cooperation of nations and
cultures as a necessary condition for progress.
This is what Xi Jinping writes about this initia-
tive, among other things: “It originally derived
from my thoughts about the situation prevailing
in the world. The world we live in today is the
world of great progress, great transformation and
deep change. The new stage of the scientific, tech-
nological and industrial revolution is currently
in the state of creating driving forces of growth;
national interests are becoming more and more
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intertwined, while peace, development and mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation have become the main
topic of our time”. In his speech at the round ta-
ble of the leaders of the “Belt and Road” Forum
of International Cooperation in Beijing on 15
May 2017, Xi Jinping pointed more closely to the
program determinations of the new platform and
strategy of development of international economic
and political cooperative relations, for the sake
of advancing progress of civilization, peace and
creation of the shared and brighter future. In that
respect, the “Belt and Road” initiative, according
to Jinping, is “the platform for open and inclusive
cooperation, for a public good which we together
give to the world... Although directed towards
Asia and Europe, it does not reject any country
or any side of the world” (Jinping, 2023, p. 531).
This initiative gained support of more than 100
countries and international organizations and
started the network of interconnected industrial
cooperation on all four sides of the world, and
has been shown that it has produced useful re-
sults not only for China, but the whole world as
well. In his book On Building a Community with
a Shared Future for Humanity, there is a justified
program of common struggle for sustainable de-
velopment in the world, the promotion of peaceful
coexistence and partnership for the construction
of a shared future of humanity. In this book, Xi
Jinping emphasizes that “the Chinese dream does
not refer only to the aspiration of making our own
country prosperous and strong, to recover our
nation and ensure happiness only to our nation. It
isadream about peace, development, cooperation
and universal wellbeing... The Chinese people has
always believed that China will do well only when
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the whole world is doing well and that the world
will do well only when China is doing well... China
will continue to engage actively in the reform and
development of the global governance system and
thus try to make the international order more
just and sustainable than it is” (Jinping, 2023, p.
51, 507, 612).

Denouncing dogmatism and sectarianism of
ideas, contemporary China has turned a new page
of the “Belt and Road” strategy in order to use the
convergence of different systems to open the door
of the future of humanity through partnership for
sustainable development and peace in the world.
The Chinese have understood that development
and future of humanity can be built only through a
dialogue, and not a conflict of civilizations. Today
China uses the synergy of the potential of tradi-
tion and Confucian philosophy and Protestantism
(Confucian Protestantism) as a specific symbiosis
of moral and social solidarity, work and vocation
ethics, neo-Marxism/socialism and liberalism and
the power of new technologies of the third and
fourth developmental-civilizational waves for the
progress of society and humanity. Instead of ide-
ological exclusiveness and political sectarianism,
today’s China is building bridges between civiliza-
tions and nations, respecting their autonomy/sov-
ereignty and cultural diversity/identity (Mitrovic,
2022, p. 152).

With the syntagm neo-Confucian Protestant-
ism, I wanted to define a new development phi-
losophy of contemporary China, which relies on a
synthesis of the values of tradition and moderniza-
tion, moral and social solidarity and ethics of work
patriotism. The released creative energy of China’s
large population numbers is, therefore, making mir-



acles. Following moral messages of its sages, as well
as of its contemporary leaders, on the platform of
“let a thousand flowers flourish’, “it is not impor-
tant what colour the cat is, it is important that it
hunts mice” and the convergence of “one country
— two systems’, competing with itself and the world
in the “force of goodness and gift-giving”, China
gives a valuable contribution both to its national
development and to the development of contempo-
rary humanity. Today, more than 500,000 Chinese
people with secondary-school certificates continue
their academic education at the most prestigious
universities in the world. The largest number of
people with masters’ and doctoral degrees then
return to the country and get actively involved in
the economic and social life of their home country.
They seem to be announcing a new era of giant
leadership rise of China and the meritocratic elite
cycle in the world. As a matter of fact, in the past
ten years, there has been an increasing number of
students from Central and East Europe studying
in China.

In his foreword to the collection Many Glo-
balizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary
World, Peter L. Berger writes about cultural dynam-
ics of globalization, pointing to the phenomenon of
culture hybridization, stating the example of China
and its successful economic diaspora, whose culture
is formed from the parts of traditional personalism
and modern business culture in the West. Berger
emphasizes the following: “To an extent in which
China itself is integrated in the global econom-
ic system, examples of hybridization may appear,
analogous to the lately popular understanding of
the ’Confucian merchant; a learned businessman”
(Berger, 2002, p. 18).
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The slogan “Belt and Road” has a profound
symbolic meaning: the road has an opportunity
for strategic breakthroughs/progress and reaching
new developmental-civilizational horizons only if
it its belt develops and expands simultaneously.
This Chinese strategy says, in a philosophical-so-
ciological language, that sustainable development
of humanity is possible and feasible only if all its
parts are evenly developed. The same regularity
refers to the peace in the world. “There is no global
peace without global justice” is the warning by the
former President of Brazil, Lula da Silva. Unfor-
tunately, we live in the world in which the future
is already here, but it is not evenly distributed
yet (W. Gibson), in which there is a sociological
paradox: dichotomy between hyper-technological
progress and social subdevelopment (M. Castells).
Accordingly, French sociologist Edgar morin de-
fines the anthropological aspect of the contempo-
rary crisis in the following way: “Contemporary
humanity is in crisis because it is insufficiently
human”.

Defining the relationship between tradition
and goals/ideals, i.e., the program of the move-
ment led by him, Great Italian antifascist and
leader of the Communist Party of Italy, Palmiro
Togliatti, said, among other things: “We came
from afar and are going far”. In this key/spiritual
horizon, the attitude of China’s current leadership
could be decoded/interpreted towards tradition,
i.e., understanding and building a complementary
relationship between tradition and moderniza-
tion in the program and practice in the acting
of social players in contemporary China. Name-
ly, freeing itself from dogmatism of ideas and
political sectarianism in post-Mao period and

| 127



128 |

opening up towards pluralist forces/potentials
of Chinese and world society, China has not only
modernized but also formulated “Belt and Road’,
a new development concept and a vision for the
new millennium.

The philosophical foundation of this concept
is the theory of convergence and the world system
redefined in a neo-Marxist spirit. It is composed
of pluralist forces of the modern world of labour
and other social players as development factors of
new production forces of technological and general
social progress and construction of a multifaceted
pluralist civilization of the future. On that plat-
form, releasing society’s new production forces
for development, China has managed to achieve
enormous growth through its new relationship
towards education, science and new technologies,
and the synergy of legacies both of its own and
world’s development, and to become today’s lead-
er/superpower, the leading country in the techno-
logical, economic and culture development in the
modern era.

Nowadays, China is not only the most popu-
lous country in the world, but also the country with
annual economic growth of over 10% for almost 30
consecutive years, which is the highest registered
growth rate in one of the major world economies in
history (Zakaria, 2009, p. 88). The Chinese model
of economic growth and development is exception-
ally appealing to the largest number of the coun-
tries in the South and the emerging countries, as
pointed out by Dragana Mitrovi¢, PhD, Professor
at the Faculty of Political Science and the founder
and director of the Institute for Asian Studies, un-
derlining that today China is the largest exporter
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and the second largest importer in the world, which
achieves high surpluses. It has become a global in-
vestor with 12,000 projects in 172 countries worth
a total of 613 billion US dollars, which makes it
the largest or one of the largest global investors or
creditors. Its currency has been internationalized.
Moreover, it is the epicentre of the coalition of
powers gathered in the BRICS and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization. Together with Russia,
India, Brazil and South Africa, China is promot-
ing the idea of the necessary overcoming of the
unipolar world and the creation of the multipolar
world, which has a positive echo throughout the
world (Mitrovi¢, 2023, p. 11). China is the country
with the largest number of universities and doctors
of science, the greatest innovation in the field of
modern technologies and production forces de-
velopment of the third wave. Moreover, China is
the country with significant military power and
nuclear potential. As such, today it is not a threat
to world peace, but a model in all respects. Its
politics of opening up to the world, while respect-
ing its national and liberation traditions, poses a
challenge today. Young Chinese people are the
largest group among foreign students at univer-
sities worldwide. China is open for globalization
processes and with its politics of peaceful coex-
istence it gives a contribution to the multipolar
world development. Therefore, in about ten years
or so China will exceed the USA and become an
inviolable leader in many fields of creation, as well
as in development potentials. Many economists,
sociologists and political scientists (Jeffrey Sachs,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Noam Chomsky, Fareed
Zakaria...) announce that we are already living in



the century of America’s declining/disappearing
power and that the “Chinese century” is setting in.

If the thesis of the unity of theory and practice
is advocated on the basis of the dialectical theo-
ry of revolutionary praxis, then the true face of a
theory is proved by its successful realization in
practice. Starting exactly from this truth, we may
say that the Chinese strategy of convergence has
proved its advantages in practice by ensuring the
progress of the society’s production forces and a
step forward from poverty, through concurrent
development of real economy capacities in indus-
try and new technologies of the third and fourth
developmental-civilizational waves. The result of
all these is huge technological, economic and social
progress of Chinese society. Such development
of contemporary China has made this country a
respectable acter and a global leader. By reforming
its model of development and opening up to the
world, contemporary China advocates the change
of neoliberal asymmetric globalization, which is
in the function of absolutization of mega-capital
power, and for the establishment of a socio-dem-
ocratic model of globalization with a human face,
as well as the transformation of global relations in
the world — from unipolar to multipolar one (Sklair,
2002, pp. 244-271; p. 311; pp. 322-326).

Serbia supports and follows China’s politics
and develops sound economic, friendly and po-
litical relations with it, based on the principles
of equal cooperation. The economic cooperation
between Serbia and China is mostly based on di-
rect investments and trade partnership. Today
in Serbia, many Chinese companies have been
engaged: in the field of mining, Zijiin Bor Copper

Ljubisa R. Mitrovi¢

Through dialogue of cultures and convergence

of civilizations - modern China on the partnership road
towards development, peace and future of humanity

(in Bor) and Hesteel (Smederevo Steelworks); Chi-
nese companies are engaged in the construction
of Belgrade—Budapest railway; Chinese company
CMEC is engaged in the construction of energy
projects in Kostolac B. The first large Chinese
investment was the construction of the bridge
on the Daube. Chinese companies have also been
engaged in the construction of the new motorway
in Serbia, within Corridor 11. In 2017, the Bank of
China was opened in Belgrade. China and Serbia
have signed a Memorandum of common shares
and investments in agriculture, trade and tourism.
The cooperation has also improved in the field of
higher education, culture and science, while the
diplomatic relations between these two countries
are at the highest level.

China is a reliable partner in the preservation
of sovereignty, international law and peace in the
world. It plays a role of the constructive actor in
the Organization of United Nations and in building
a new, just and democratic multipolar world. As
such, China can be a solid partner in the economic
growth of the Balkans and its stable political devel-
opment. That is why improving the relations with
it today is in the interest of the Balkan countries
and, at the same time, a contribution to the im-
provement of peace in the world.

China - a giant whose era
is just beginning

Great French poet and novelist Victor Hugo once
wrote: “Nothing else in the world is so powerful
as an idea whose time has come” This thought
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may be paraphrased today when writing about
contemporary China, its perspective and mission
in the future.

This populous and spacious country has
opened up to the world and risen with dignity. It
is becoming a model country. The country with
the largest number of educated people, highly ad-
vanced technologies, the fastest economic growth,
the largest army... It is also a leader by the number
of ingenious innovators and creation in different
spheres of life and work. It is the country whose
leaders believe in the project of a shared future
of humanity and of globalization with a human
face, who follow the strategy of the dialogue of
different cultures and the partnership of conver-
gence of different civilizations and socio-cultural
identities and systems, which do not threaten the
world with weapons but conquer it with their
work, spreading the culture of peace, cooperation
and pan-humanism, awakening the hope in re-
naissance and future of the democratic socialism
idea. This development strategy was built on the
synthesis of Confucianism and Buddhism, tradi-
tion and modernization of contemporary China
that is becoming a leader of the new development
philosophy of the world: the achievement of “the
working force for good” (Goleman, 2016), coex-
istence and peaceful cooperation in the world. It
believes that knowledge is multiplied and spread
through sharing with others, while goodness is
achieved through gifts and solidarity. Its leaders
today believe in Ghandi’s idea of the connection
between peace and development — that “peace is
arevolutionary idea; the study Peace by Peaceful
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Means determines that revolution as a non-vi-
olent one. That revolution is occurring all the
time; our task is to expand its scope and reach.
These tasks last and will also last in the future;
the question is only whether we are up to them”
(Galtung, 20009, p. 377).

Li Bai, the poet who dreamed and wrote during
the Tang dynasty rule, the golden age of poetry in
China, left poetic masterpieces of a broad thematic
and style spectrum, in which the universe of man’s
soul is connected with the universe of the world, the
land and the sky, while the people looking into the
star-lit future of humanity is indeed the only one
with pan-humanist and cosmopolitan energy and
chance to be a true unifier of the multipolar world.
Reading his poems, we feel the strong intertwining
of man and the nature, the dream and the spirit of
Chinese people’s freedom on the road of connecting
and implementing Confucian philanthropy as a life
philosophy and universal human empathy, or what
Confucius called “love for others, for all beings in
the world”. Only such authentic love with respect
for the nature, dignity and diversity of identities of
other beings, nations and cultures has the power
and strength to move mountains, to open gates
of the heart, to build bridges with other nations,
cultures and civilizations. In short, to overcome
all the obstacles on its road. To the happiness and
joy of humanity, the future belongs to China. The
legendary poet also dedicated these verses to Chi-
na — they fly like flags, and point, like signal lights,
eternal lamps and signposts from the rich treasury
of Chinese poetry, to the star-lit goals of the struggle
of the Chinese people and humanity:



Raise your hand as if to reach for the star,
s0 happy that you have no strength to return,

I want to raise my hand,
And reach for the moon
Mountains will be unable to stop me!
(Li Bai, in Lang, Liangzhi, 2022, p. 216)
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With these Li Bai’s verses and optimistic poetic
words, we will finish our elaboration of China and
its magnificent culture and civilization, with deep
roots and high accomplishments, whose descend-
ants continue to build the bridges of peaceful con-
nectivity and cooperation among nations in the 21
century, reaching the star-high peaks of humanity.

A Buddhist monk during the service in the Kumbum Monastery (in Tibetan Gu Ben Xian Ba Lin),
one of the six monasteries for Gelug of Tibetan Buddhism, with more than 800 monks.
Photo: Uro$ Suvakovi¢
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Remembrance of what happened in the past becomes
a teacher for what will happen in the future.
Chinese adage

Summary: A shared future of humanity is the guiding
idea of Chinese President Xi Jinping, as proved by
numerous examples from his political practice, from
his taking over the presidential function to date. A
comprehensive and visionary approach of the Chinese
president deserves attention, and that is why it is
necessary to speak and write about it, particularly
having in mind the idea of global peaceful progress
and an open invitation to the countries worldwide
to join common development and progress. Chinese
President is aware that without developed China there
is no developed world and vice versa, and that is why
he puts huge efforts in the trade, economic, social,
technological and political development of China and
in the ideas of openness and cooperativeness with
other countries in the world. Relying on traditional
Chinese values and remembering the past, President
Jinping committedly acts in the present with a vision
of the prosperous future.
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Building a shared future of humanity is a profound,
far-reaching and comprehensive vision of Chinese
President Xi Jinping who, ever since taking over
the function, has exactly and in a visionary man-
ner taken the whole world into consideration,
offering everyone a friendly hand with the aim
of global progress and prosperous future. With a
responsibility of a statesman, President Xi Jinping
approached the development of China in politi-
cal, trade, economic, military and social aspects,
believing that stable and strong China may help
global development and prosperity. This reflects
the Chinese president’s broadmindedness because
he believes that without a developed world there
is no developed China and vice versa. He has em-
phasized the above-mentioned for many years now,
thinking that all countries are important — both
the developed and strong ones, such as Russia and
the United States of America, and the developing
ones, such as African and Asian countries. The
participatory approach of the Chinese president
sums up and reflects universal values of humanity,
for example peace, development, freedom and fair-
ness, which shows that China participates actively
and responsibly in the creation and maintenance of
the global development concept and that it ensures
the necessary energy for achieving world peace
and stability. In order to succeed in it, China led
by President Jinping is strengthening the necessary
foundations for peaceful development, showing
that the Chinese nation is a peaceful nation hoping
for world peace and stability. In that respect, Pres-
ident Jinping has emphasized on many occasions
in his speeches that without peace neither China
nor the world can develop successfully, and that
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without development neither China nor the world
can have lasting peace. The Chinese nation has for
centuries been aware that “the state which wages
a war will disappear in the end” (Jinping, 2023, p.
135). Hence peaceful development as a permanent
orientation and tireless aspiration of the Chinese
nation towards peace.

The importance of other countries in the con-
text of China’s peaceful orientation is proved by
numerous visits and statements of President Jin-
ping. After taking his duty, the Chinese president
first visited Russia. On that occasion, he pointed
to the friendly relations, emphasizing that a strong
and functional Chinese-Russian relationship is “an
important means of preserving international stra-
tegic balance, peace and stability” (Jinping, 2023,
p. 19). During that visit, as the president of one of
the most powerful countries in the world, Jinping
opened up an important question at the global lev-
el, saying that people of all countries had to decide
about the destiny of the world. With national and
state responsibility, the Chinese president said that
“things within the sovereignty of one country may
be resolved only by the government and people
of that country’; while “world problems may only
be resolved, through negotiations, by the nations
and governments of all countries” (Jinping, 2023,
p. 18). He sent a clear message to the world dur-
ing the first meeting with the former president
of the USA, Barack Obama, saying that “the Chi-
nese dream refers to the aspiration of making our
country prosperous and strong, of recovering our
nation and enabling the achievement of happi-
ness for our people. That is a dream of peace, de-
velopment, cooperation and universal wellbeing”



(Jinping, 2023, p. 51). We should not forget that the
Chinese management observes five principles of
peaceful coexistence and points out the struggle
for equality of all sovereignties, the preservation
of common security, the advancement of common
development, two-way beneficial cooperation and
mutual learning. These principles embody Chi-
nese tradition in which peace has a special place.
Therefore, President Jinping often reminds the
whole world of the principles of democracy in in-
ternational relations, the principles he diligently
advocates as well.

President Jinping’s far-reaching vision was pre-
sented at the 18th National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China in November 2012, when
two goals of the country’s development were es-
tablished: the first goal is to double GDP by 2020,
and the second one to make the country prosper-
ous, strong, democratic, harmonious and culturally
advanced by the 100th anniversary of the Com-
munist Party of China in 2049. In order to achieve
the established goals, China has determined its
economic, trade, cultural and social development
as an imperative, founding it on two principles:
openness and cooperativeness. We bear witness to
China having fulfilled the first goal regarding the
increased GDP, and that it is diligently working on
the fulfilment of the second, comprehensive goal,
supported by the responsibility and seriousness of
the Chinese president.

In accordance with the principle of openness
and cooperativeness, Jinping has approached all
countries, pointing out that China will pursue in-
dependent foreign politics, connecting interests of
the Chinese people with the interests of peoples
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throughout the world, for the purpose of balanced
governance of economy and increased economic
growth. Therefore, common acting and coopera-
tion are necessary for the balanced growth of the
world’s economy, which is quite precisely empha-
sized by the Chinese president when he says that
“convergence of interests is necessary for the bal-
anced growth of the world’s economy” (Jinping,
2023, p. 55). The most important contribution to
the growth of the world’s economy is reflected in
the “Belt and Road” initiative, which was announced
in 2013 (Yongliang, 2021).

Remembering his home province of Shanxi,
President Jinping spoke about the old Silk Road
as a centuries-long link between different civi-
lizations of the East and the West, and the axis
of development and cooperation. In this way, he
aspiringly announced a new “Belt and Road” co-
operation model, emphasizing that China did not
strive for dominance in regional relations, but
tried to establish a practical cooperation, empower
political communication, remove trade barriers,
increase monetary circulation and ensure good
and friendly relations. In addition to the land
road, China is dedicated to the construction and
development of the Maritime Silk Road founded
on the principles of openness and inclusiveness,
thus showing the commitment to common devel-
opment and advancement of the world’s economy.
President Jinping’s clear vision is reflected in the
attitude that reforms and innovations are key to
long-term development. Innovations are quite
important, particularly in the fields of new tech-
nology and artificial intelligence, and that is why
the Chinese president has invited BRICS countries
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“to strengthen cooperation in the field of informa-
tion security and Internet management, to work
together on creating a safe, peaceful cyberspace”
(Jinping, 2023, p. 276). Therefore, common devel-
opment, open development, development based
on innovation, and mutual connectivity of econ-
omies are the principles about which the Chinese
president often speaks and selflessly implements
in practical economic, trade and political affairs.
The above-listed is reflected in the neighbourhood
diplomacy and development of friendship as a per-
manent principle, which is particularly important
for achieving two century goals and the Chinese
dream of the national recovery. Apart from neigh-
bourhood diplomacy, President Jinping, aware of
the changeability and dynamics of international
relations, points out that Chinese diplomacy must
confirm the large country’s status and develop a
global perspective. Since the 18th National Con-
gress, Xi Jinping has given “huge significance to
theoretical innovations about the Party’s political
diplomacy, and recommended a theory of this
type of diplomacy with the recognizable features

PROGRESS
Vol. V/No. 1
2024.

of the modern era and Chinese characteristics,
thus providing theoretical support to the Party’s
political diplomacy so that it can better serve Chi-
nese wisdom and solutions” (Xiaohu, 2021, p. 36).
That marks the beginning of the third stage of
diplomatic transformation aimed at making “the
advanced country’s diplomacy” grow into “the
leading country’s diplomacy” (Cungang, 2021, p.
42). Having in mind that a global power is the one
using hard and soft power means in a respecta-
ble manner (Despotovi¢ & Gli$in, 2021), there is
no doubt that China is going ever more rapidly
towards that position in international relations.

President Jinping’s committed and tireless
work, wisdom and far-sightedness based on rich
Chinese tradition and memory, have resulted in
colossal trade, economic, political, social, military
and technological progress of China, which con-
tinues its struggle for building a prosperous shared
future of humanity because, as an old Chinese adage
goes, “A single flower does not make spring, while
one hundred flowers in full bloom bring spring to
the garden”.
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Xian warrior sculpture made of terracotta, in the vicinity of Xian, the city in the Province of Shaanxi
Photo: Milica Dragi¢
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The editorial board of the journal Na-
predak will only consider articles which
are in accordance with these Instruc-
tions. The journal publishes only new
and original articles. The editors will
accept papers in extenso which have
previously partially been published at
a scientific gathering, under the con-
dition that this is duly indicated by the
author. Any attempt at plagiarism or
self-plagiarism will be sanctioned (ban-
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and Executive Editor will take into
consideration the suggestions of the
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sonal research, conducted according to
scientific standards. The length of the
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middle initial, surname and affiliation
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with spaces. This type of paper must
include the name, middle initial, sur-
name and affiliation of the author, as
well as a summary up to 400 characters
with spaces in length, key words (up to
5 words or phrases), a list of references.
These elements are not included in the
total number of characters allowed.

Expert papers:

1. Expert paper is an article which
presents information that contributes
to the study of social phenomena but
not necessarily based on the scientific
method. These papers must not exceed
18,000 characters with spaces. The
total number of characters does not
include the elements stated above (cf.
Original scientific papers);

2. Informative contribution (ed-
itorial, commentary, information on
the work of the Foundation which is
the publisher of Napredak, etc.). These
texts are shorter, with a length of up
to 12,000 characters with spaces. The
total number of characters does not
include the elements stated above (cf.
Original scientific papers);

3. Review (book, research, scien-
tific event, etc.). The length is up to
7000 characters with spaces. The use
of photographs is encouraged (images
of book covers, photographs of events,
etc.). Images count as 500 characters
with spaces. A review does not contain
a summary or key words but must in-
clude references.

The journal Napredak will not
publish papers that contain less than 5
references. The Editorial Board encour-
ages authors to use journal references
of a more recent date, if possible.

All types of papers can contain
photographs, graphs, tables, and other
illustrations. Every illustration counts
as 500 characters with spaces. The
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Editorial Board encourages the use
of illustrations, especially graphs and
tables, to present data which do not
have to be repeated in the body, but
just referred to. Every table must have
a number (1 — n) and title, while every
image (graph, photograph...) must have
a number (1 — n) and caption.

The authors and co-authors suggest
the category of the manuscript. This
is also done by the reviewers, but the
final decision on the categorization is
made by the Chief Editor and Executive
Editor of the journal.

The manuscripts must contain
standardized abbreviations, but not in
the title or abstract. The full name with
its abbreviation in parenthesis is given
when first mentioned. Abbreviations
are permitted further on in the text,
both in the abstract and in the paper
itself. Abbreviations must not be used
in the conclusion of the paper (not ab-
stract).

In the case of a paper written in
the Serbian language, foreign names
are transcribed, and the original name
given in parentheses the first time they
are mentioned in the text. In the case of
papers written in the English language,
names are given in the original format
or transcribed (eg. Chinese or Arab
names). Foreign phrases are written
in the original format, in italics, and if
necessary, their translation and mean-
ing are given in a footnote.

Manuscripts must be submitted
as a Word Document, line spacing 1.5,
A4 paper size single sided, margins
2.5 c¢m, justified alignment, font size
12pt, Times New Roman. Bold and
italics should be avoided and can be
used in subheadings. The Summary,
Key words, and footnotes are single
spaced, 1.0.

Submitted manuscripts are sent

(without author’s name) to at least two
reviewers/editors. Comments and sug-
gestions of the editors and reviewers
(not giving the reviewer’s name) are
sent back to the author.

After undergoing a peer and edi-
torial review, the paper is sent back to
the author. All changes must be made
within the space of three days. During
this phaes it is not possible to make sig-
nificant changes but only correct minor
typing and similar mistakes. If the cor-
rected text is not returned to the Editori-
al Board within three days, the Editorial
Board will assume that the author has
no further comments. The manuscripts
of papers approved for publication are
not returned to the author.

Preparing a manuscript

Manuscripts are prepared in accord-
ance to APA citation format. Parts of
the paper are: title page, abstract and
key words, body, acknowledgements
(optional), references, appendices (ta-
bles, images). Pages must be numbered
(upper or lower right corner), starting
with the first page.

1. HacaoBHa cTpana

a) The title of the paper should
be brief, clear and informative, in the
Serbian or English language, without
abbreviations and it should correspond
to the contents of the paper. Headings
and subheadings should be avoided. If
the paper is the result of research con-
ducted during a project or if the authors
feel the need to express their gratitude
to a supporting institution or individu-
al, this can be done in a footnote at the
end of the title.

b) Above the title, in the upper
left corner, in large letters, the author
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name, middle initial and surname of the
author and co-authors. Scientific pa-
pers can have up to two co-authors. The
Editorial Board encourages authors to
publish papers written by one author.
Papers with more than two authors/
co-authors will not be considered. After
the surname of the author/co-author
it is necessary to place a numbered
footnote (starting from 1), which gives
the professional title of the author/
co-author and his/her electronic ad-
dress (email). The author/co-author
responsible for corresponding with the
Editorial Board is required to provide
telephone numbers (mobile, landline)
and postal address (with the words
“for correspondence purposes”), be-
sides his/her electronic address. The
footnote(s) for each of the author(s)/
co-author(s) states the year of birth of
the author(s) (e.g. born in 1968.)

¢) Below the name of each author/
co-author it is necessary to give their
affiliation. In the case of institutions
with complex organizations, all levels
of organization must be stated, from
the highest to the lowest (e.g. name of
university, name of faculty, name of
department), the location of the insti-
tution and the country in parentheses.

2. Summary and key words

On the second page of the paper, it is
necessary to provide a structured sum-
mary in Serbian and English, written
concisely and including the Introduc-
tion/Aim, Basic Premise, Methods
(research methods, basic procedures,
sampling), Results (most important),
and Conclusion. It is necessary to un-
derline new and important aspects of
the research. A structured summary
must not exceed 800 characters with
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spaces. In the case of scientific cri-
tiques, polemics and reviews, a sum-
mary must not exceed 400 characters
with spaces.

The summary must be followed by
Key words, not exceeding 5 concepts
or phrases.

Papers categorized as reviews do
not require an abstract but it is nec-
essary to provide the following infor-
mation on the book (event) being re-
viewed, in the following order: Name
and Surname of author (in the case of
an Event, the name of the event or-
ganizer); title of the book in italics (or
title of the Event in italics); place of
publication; publisher; year of publi-
cation (place of event, time of event),
total number of pages (not applicable
to Events). A photograph of the book/
event reviewed must be submitted in
JPEG or TIFF format as an attached
file, minimum resolution 300x300
pixels.

Example of review:
Stjuart Prajs: Izucavanje medija.
Klio, Beograd, 2011, 749 p.

Example of event:

European Sociological Associa-
tio: 13th ESA Conference(Un)Mak-
ing Europe: Capitalism, Solidarities,
Subjectivities. Athens (Greece), 29.08
- 01.09.2017

3. Body of text

The body of the paper starts at the
third page. It is suggested but not re-
quired that original scientific papers
and reviews, especially if they are based
on empirical research, be structured
thus: Introduction/Aims of research;
overview of methodology; results; dis-
cussion; conclusion. For scientific pa-

pers categorized as “Brief Statements”
and “Scientific critique, polemics, re-
views’, structuring is not required.

Tables, graphs and images are in-
corporated into the body, except in the
case of a book or event review where
the photographs are submitted as a
separate file.

[lustrations, maps, photographs,
graphs and other images are submit-
ted in JPG or TIFF format, minimum
resolution of 300x300 pixels.

Every illustration (table, graph,
drawing...) must be numbered and
captioned (center alignment) in the
following way:

- The title of the table is given
above.

Example:

Table 1: Average values of ethnic
distance

- Graphs, photographs and other
illustrations are captioned below.

Example:
Graph 1: Average values of ethnic
distance scores

Tables should be simple, in black
and white, no shading. Indentations
and alignment in tables must be pro-
duced via automatic formatting, not by
manually adding spaces.

All types of graphs must be black
and white, and with the use of different
types of lines.

3.1 Citing and referencing other
authors in the body

In accordance with the APA Ci-
tation standard, citations are given
EXCLUSIVELY in the body, in bibli-
ographical parentheses.
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The use of footnotes is allowed
only for the purposes of comments,
in order to avoid loading the text. It is
on the author’s discretion to decide to
provide in a footnote additional infor-
mation (e.g. email of author, acknowl-
edgements, etc.), brief explanations
regarding certain terms and concepts
(e.g. the meaning of a lesser-known
Latin proverb), biographical data of
importance for the understanding of
the text (e.g. providing biographical
information on a theorist in order to
better understand the context). Foot-
notes can be used to comment or cri-
tique the position of other authors (e.g.
regarding their inconsistent views on a
subject), to provide an illustrative ex-
ample or interesting comment regard-
ing another author or for the purpose
of directing the reader towards another
author’s work.

Bibliographical references are al-
ways given in the Latin alphabet. In the
Literature section, only one place of
publication is given, even if the publi-
cation itself names several.

AUTHOR(S) BIBLIOGRAPHI-
CAL PARENTESES — FIRST MEN-
TION IN TEXT

Work by one author (Luki¢, 1995a,
p. 209) (Luki¢, 199543, p. 30)

Work of one author published in
the same year as previously cited work
(Luki¢, 1995b, p. 30) (Luki¢, 1995b, p.
20)

Work by two authors (Haralam-
bos & Heald, 1989) (Haralambos &
Heald,1989)

Work by three to five authors
FIRST MENTION: (Markovi¢, Go-
lenkova, Suvakovié, 2009); SECOND
AND OTHER MENTION OF SAME
WORK: (Markovi¢ et al, 2009)
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Work by more than seven authors
(Mihailovié et al, 2012) (Mihailovi¢ et
al, 2012)

GROUP (INSTITUTION, OR-
GANIZATION) WITH A RECOG-
NIZABLE ABBREVIATION

(Republic¢ki zavod za statistiku
[RZS], 2020) (RZS, 2020)

GROUP WITHOUT RECOGNIZ-
ABLE ABBREVIATION (Centar za
profesionalni razvoj zaposlenih u obra-
zovanju, 2020) (Centar za profesionalni
razvoj zaposlenih u obrazovanju, 2010)

Included within bibliographical
parentheses should be the surname of
the author, the year of publication and
if necessary the number of the page. If
there is more than one author with the
same surname, especially if they are
cited or referenced in the paper, the
APA standard clarifies that the initial
of each author be provided before the
surname.

Ifa page number is provided in bib-
liographical parentheses (in the case
of a direct quote), it is separated with
a comma, preceeded by the abbrevia-
tion “p. In some cases, it is not neces-
sary to provide page numbers (if the
entire work is referenced, or the idea
contained within; that is, if there is no
direct quote).

Example:

In his text Petrovic enters into a
polemic with several methodologists
and researchers of social phenomena,
pointing out their schematism in the
interpretation of statistical data, as well
as their lack of knowledge of the con-
cept of “civil society” (Petrovic, 2020).

For sources and literature in foreign
languages it is possible to use “et al”
instead of the Serbian “i dr” It is also

possible to use “&” instead of “and” in
Anglo-Saxon literature.

In the case of citing several authors
at the same time, according to the APA
standard, the author’s names are given
within one set of parentheses, in alpha-
betical order.

Example:

Not an insignificant number of
authors believe that globalization is a
historical process that started centuries
ago (Bzezinski, 2015, p. 14; Chumakov,
2010, p. 49; Mandelbaum, 2004, p. 257;
Robertson, 1992, pp. 58-59; Hatibovi¢,
2002; Suvakovié, 2004, str. 53)

Quotations are given within a sen-
tence. However, if the quotation con-
tains more than 40 words it is necessary
to separate the quotation in a new par-
agraph (automatic), with speech marks.
The bibliographical parentheses is giv-
en after the last punctuation mark. The
rest of the text that follows is in a new
paragraph.

Example:

“The basic elements of the gay
movement correspond to the chief
aspirations of (post)modern capital-
ism. The emphasis in personal or col-
lective identity is transferred from its
locus in the system of production on
“lifestyle” (consumer behavior mod-
el). Hence, the popular (hypnocratic)
culture contains so little information
on class identity, while sexual identity
is given the central position of so-
cial and personal attention. The more
people’s needs for freedom can be
satisfied in the area of work or poli-
tics, the more “freedom” in consumer
behavior and lifestyle is advocated
in the public (cultural) sphere. This



includes “sexual freedoms”. (Antoni¢,
2014, p. 210)

Continuing with our research, we
reached the clear and unambiguous
conclusion...

3.2 References in the Literature
section — an overview of common
cases

3.2.1 General remarks

The Literature section is the same
for both versions of the paper. The ti-
tles of the references are always in the
English language, even if the source
was not originally written in the Eng-
lish language but, for example, in Ser-
bian. In this case, it is necessary to give
the original language in brackets (e.g.
[In Serbian]). References are given in
alphabetical order (Serbian Latin). If
only foreign authors are cited, refer-
ences are given in British alphabetical
order. If works from different languag-
es are referenced, they are arranged
in Serbian Latin alphabetical order.
Letters which do not exist in Serbian
Latin (W, Q, Y, X) are given last.

Serbian surnames should be writ-
ten in Latin and Serbian diacritic signs
should be used.

If more than one work by an au-
thor is cited, then the works are listed
by date of publication (from oldest to
most recent).

If the author published one work
individually, the second work as a
co-author, the third with two other
authors, it is necessary to first list the
work written individually, then the
work written with one other author,
then the work written with two other
co-authors. Alphabetical order should
be followed when giving authors’ sur-
names.
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If works of one author published
in the same year are referenced, they
should be listed with letters added to
the years (2019a) (2019b), etc.

3.2.2 Monographies

Surname, Initial. (year of publication).
Title of monography in italics. Place of
publication: Name of Publisher.

Ifthere is more than one city with the
same name (in the case of cities in dif-
ferent states of the USA), it is necessary
to provide the state name after the city.

If the monography is available on-
line it is encouraged to provide a link,
with the comment “Available at”.

Example:

Antoni¢, S. (2014). Power and sex-
uality: the sociology of the gay move-
ment. Isto¢no Sarajevo: Sociolosko
drustvo Republike Srpske. Available
at sahttps://fedorabg.bg.ac.rs/fedora/
get/0:7605/bdef:Content/download [In
Serbian]

Lukié, R. (1995a). Basics of soci-
ology. Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike
i nastavna sredstva, BIGZ [In Serbian]

Luki¢, R. (1995b). Political parties.
Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike i nastav-
na sredstva, BIGZ [In Serbian]

3.2.3 Articles in serial publications

Surname, Initial. (year of publication).
Title of article. Name of journal vol. (is-
sue no. in year): pages from — to.

If the paper has a DOJ, this is given at
the end; if the paper is available online
it is encouraged to provide a link, with
the comment “available at”

Example:
Antonié, S.(2013). Social mobil-
ity in socialist Serbia: a revisionist

approach. Socioloski pregled, XLVII
(2), 145—170 Available at http://scind-
eks-clanci.ceon.rs/data/pdf/0085-
6320/2013/0085-63201302145A.
pdf#search="Antoni¢ Slobodan" [In
Serbian]

Vuleti¢, V, Stanojevi¢, D. (2013). So-
cial Networks - Networks of Old School
Ties. Kultura, (141), 37-52. d0i:10.5937/
kulturaiz41037V [In Serbian]

The Editorial Board strongly en-
courages authors to give the DOI of
papers published in journals instead
of the URL or http:// address.

3.2.4 Articles published in
thematic collections, chapters
in monographs, statements in

proceedings

Surname, Initial. (year of publication).
Title of article. In: Name initial and
surname of editor with (ed. or eds. in
parentheses). Name of publication in
italics. (pages from — to). Place of pub-
lication: Name of Publisher.

Example:

Petrovi¢, J. (2014). Note on the so-
called. the new French sociology and
its methodological consequences - a
review of the most important issues.
In: J. Petrovié, D. Dordevi¢ (eds) Re-
search of social phenomena: method-
ological considerations (213-222). Nis:
Filozofski fakultet Univeziteta u Nisu;
Masinski fakultet Univerziteta u Nisu
[In Serbian]

3.2.5 Daily newspaper articles

Surname, Initial. (year, month, day of
publication). Title of article. Title of
Newspaper in italics, p. X

| 145



146 |

Example:
Vuleti¢, V. (2017, July 13). Region
and barriers. Politika, p. 28 [In Serbian]

3.2.6 Texts in periodicals (weekly,
bi-weekly, monthly, annual
publications)

Surname, Initial. (year, month, day of
publication). Title of article. Title of
publication, issue no., pages from — to.
(NO ABBREVIATION to “p)

PROGRESS
Vol.V/No. 1
2024.

Example:

Comski, N. (2009, September, 4).
Victims of the Imperial Mentality of
the West (interview). HMH 3041, 19-21.
[In Serbian]

3.2.7 Citing unpublished doctoral

dissertation or master thesis

Surname, Initial. (year of defense). Ti-
tle of dissertation in italics. (doctoral
dissertation / master’s thesis). Name

of institution where the thesis was de-
fended, place [In Serbian].

3.2.8 Citing a doctoral dissertation

available in database

Surname, Initial. (year of defense). Title
of dissertation in italics (doctoral thesis
/ master’s thesis). Name of institution
where the thesis was defended, place.
Available at [In Serbian].









