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Is China (really) slowing down?

(American arguments against China'’s further rise)

Summary: Aware of the fact that China is a country whose rise points to the potential development of a sufficient
level of ability to threaten American hegemony in the world, American authors are more and more frequently
proposing a thesis that contemporary China is finally - slowly, but certainly - lagging behind in economic terms,
which most likely leads to its return to the previous state - subordinacy on the global stage. The paper first presents
the motive why the authors approach these considerations, while subsequently four groups of arguments of
American authors against China’s further rise are identified (demographic trends, economic stagnation, institutional
problems and collapse of globalization). Finally, through the discussion about the presented arguments, the third
chapter gives an answer to the question whether China is really slowing down.
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Introductory considerations

After the Cold War (1991), no matter whether it was
ended due to the exhaustion and self-destruction
of the Soviet Union or the “victory” of the United
States of America, the world entered a stage of
history called “a unipolar moment” by many au-
thors, particularly those in the West (Krauthammer,
1990/1991; Mastanduno, 1997; Sheetz, Mastanduno,
1997/1998; Wohlforth, 1999; Smith, 2002; Layne,

2006; Shifrinson et al. 2023). Its main feature was
the domination of the USA in practically all di-
mensions of international economy, politics and
ideology. At the same time, a debate began about
how long this “unipolar moment” would last. While
some authors predicted its fast and spectacular end,
others insisted on its stability and long term. In
that spirit, some even spoke of the “end of history”
achieved in value terms, from which the direction
could be anticipated of the postmodern ideological
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alliance of Hegel and (neo)liberalism (Cvetkovic,
2023). Three decades later, it seems that neither
the former nor the latter were right: the unipolar
world has not disappeared, although it is (not) cer-
tain that it still exists as such. Moreover, it is not
certain either whether the United States is the most
powerful country in the world in military terms
(Brooks, Wohlforth, 2023). Besides clear indicators
that it is no longer the case (the ongoing conflicts
in Ukraine and in the Middle East), the real rea-
son for the radical change in the structure of the
global order most probably lies in the unbelievable
economic (and partly military) rise of China in the
past decades.

As a reminder, at the beginning of the 1990s,
China was little or almost not at all spoken about as
a potential challenger to the predominance of the
United States (Cvetkovi¢, 2018). However, today
China is an inevitable topic of any debate about the
present and the future of the international system,
i.e., the “world order” Together with other countries
of the BRICS (primarily Russia and China, but also
Brazil, Saudi Arabia etc.), it is a newly-emerging
competitor to the former domination of the USA
and the centuries-old global rule of the West. Fur-
thermore, China is a sort of a flagship of that alli-
ance, because exceeds all expectations in terms of
its economic and military growth from year to year,
rapidly approaching the United States.

That is why the question of the sustainability
of China’s continued rise and its ability to threaten
American hegemony are the main topics in geopo-
litical texts by American authors. They agree that
the possibility of power transition is more likely
than before, that the shadow of the security di-
lemma is already spreading in the practical-polit-
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ical circles, and that the danger of falling into the
Thucydides Trap is increasing on a daily basis. Of
course, all the above-mentioned is still in the do-
main of assumptions having in mind that China has
not yet reached the level of necessary capabilities
for the “great shift’, whereas, to tell the truth, it does
not even express any wish “play such a game (of
power)”. At the same time, there is an impression
that the American authors virtually compete in
providing arguments for the thesis that “China is
slowing down strength’, and that, therefore, the po-
sition of the actual hegemon will not be threatened.

The central aim of this paper is not to establish
the validity and truthfulness of such claims (by
American authors), but to systematically present
key US arguments against China’s further rise. For
that purpose, the paper is organized into three
separate parts: in the first part, the authors’ mo-
tives are analyzed with the arguments towards
the desired failure of China (the theses about the
questions of power transition and the potential
Thucydides Trap), while the second part contains
the consideration of the key American arguments
against China’s further rise. Finally, in the third
part, we will look at the strength of the presented
arguments, pointing to their problematic aspects,
without delving into the examination of a deeper
causality of those claims.

What do authors fear?

No matter how hegemons may seem untouchable
at certain moments, they are not unchangeable.
On the contrary. History shows us constant cy-
cles of hegemons’ rise and fall (Kennedy, 1999).



The moment we have lived in so far was somewhat
more specific in comparison to the rest of modern
history because the United States used to be much
more untouchable than earlier hegemons. However,
that moment is not the end of the history of great
powers’ rise and fall either. The unipolar moment
today has already lost one of its primary features
— unambiguous unipolarity. When William Wohl-
forth presented his arguments for the stability of
the unipolar moment, the first argument was that
America is unambiguously the strongest country
of the international system (Wohlforth, 1999). This
argument is no longer valid, if nothing else, for the
fact that an increasing number of authors point out
that we live in the multipolar world. The relative
power of the United States vis-a-vis other countries
in the international system is no longer so great.
We can identify two reasons for it. First, long and
expensive wars waged by the United States in Iraq
and Afghanistan have relatively degraded American
power. Second, and more importantly, since the end
of the Cold War China has experienced enormous
and continued growth both in economic and in
military terms.

Although researchers of the US foreign poli-
tics also pointed to the problem of the dissipation
of American power, this reason was comparative-
ly simple for resolution because it was still in the
hands of Washington. However, the second reason
was not, and Washington could not do much to rein
China’s growth. After three decades of being able
to tailor the world’s politics on its own, the United
States is now in the situation that China’s growth
has questioned its ability to do so. That is why there
is such a fear from China’s growth. Nevertheless,
we must admit that not all researchers are afraid of
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China’s growth. Seen in broader frameworks, some
of them would even like it. However, this paper is
focused on those who are afraid of it. In addition,
there is another reason why the US authors fear
China’s rise, and that is the possible occurrence of
a hegemonic war.

Joseph Grieco, John Ikenberry and Michel Ma-
standuno define a hegemonic war as “a war whose
outcome determines the country which will have a
predominant influence in the international system
in the years or decades to come” (Grieco et al., 2015,
p- 140). Those are the wars such as Napoleonic
wars or the Second World War, in which a rising
country and the former hegemon enter an open
and extremely destructive conflict. The mechanism
which is most often pointed out as the driver of
a hegemonic war is power transition. The idea of
power transition was presented by Abramo F. K.
Organski in 1958. Essentially, power transition is
the name of the process when a change occurs
in the in the power relationship between the he-
gemon on one side and a rapidly growing country
on the other side, which causes a hegemonic war
(Organski, 1968). The belief that power transition
between the USA and China is already underway
has been present in academic literature for almost
two decades. However, what these authors often
fail to see is that the theory of power transition
does not insist on the inevitable occurrence of a
hegemonic war, but only on a (substantially) high-
er likelihood of its occurrence (Organski, Kugler,
1980, p. 19).

That is when the idea of the Thucydides Trap
emerges, first presented by Graham Allison in
2012, and elaborated in further detail in his epon-
ymous book from 2017. The very name of this idea
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clearly points to the phenomenon of a hegemonic
war since it is an allusion to the Peloponnesian
War and the conflict between Spart and Athens.
In many aspects, the Thucydides Trap is actually
a neologism for the theory of power transition,
except for one key aspect — while the theory of
power transition stresses a much higher proba-
bility of a war, the Thucydides Trap points to the
(near) inevitability of a hegemonic war. According
to Allison, in about 75% analyzed cases through
history, whenever a rival country threatened to
overtake the hegemon, it resulted in a hegemonic
war (Allison, 2017).

This is exactly the scenario feared by research-
ers — that China’s rise, which is evident, will cause
a hegemonic war due to power transition and the
Thucydides Trap. As we have pointed out, all of
the above-mentioned is a view held mostly by
researchers from the United States of America.
That is why there is an implicit connotation in
the majority of observations that accountability
for a potential conflict inevitably lies in China’s
rise. However, such logic is wrong for two reasons.
First, it happens, no matter how rarely, that the
rise of one country does not necessarily produce a
hegemonic war. Although Allison also identifies it
in his research, a much more elegant explanation
was provided by Joshua R. Itzkowitz Shifrinson.
According to Itzkowitz Shifrinson, there is a dif-
ference between a predator power on the rise and
an emerging and a rising country which supports
the current hegemon (Itzkowitz Shifrinson, 2018).
Regardless of whether the emerging power has
limited or broad means at its disposal, if it is not
predatory to the current hegemon, it will not strive
for a hegemonic war (Itzkowitz Shifrinson, 2018).
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Another reason is less theoretical and rather purely
logicalin its nature. The growth of a rising country
proceeds in the context of the international order
dominated under the other power. If such order is
absolutely unsuitable to it, how is it possible that
the rising country has developed at all? We may
speak of the degree of satisfaction with the exist-
ing order, but we are far from concluding that the
imperative of the emerging power is the change
of the order. Because of that, we may rather say
that the Thucydides Trap occurs in a power on the
rise is predatory, but also if the dominant power
fears losing its position. Hence, logically seen, the
specific accountability for a potential hegemonic
war may lie in both countries, depending on the
context of power transition.

What the authors hope for:
arguments against China’s
further rise

What researchers fear is based on the assumption
that China will be a predatory power (this assump-
tion is more than questionable and China’s acting so
far does not point to it). Back in 2005 China pub-
lished the White Book about the Chinese peaceful
development road, in which it explicitly expressed
its intentions. There is also the “Belt and Road”
project, including three global initiatives present-
ed in the past ten years. Therefore, this is rather a
“we-against-them” logic, with which American re-
searchers insist on China’s bad intentions. The the-
ses about China’s predation contain many elements
founded on authors’ subjective observations and
not on clear and unambiguous data. Actually, the



only clear and unambiguous fact is exactly China’s
rise — the fact whose interpretation is questioned
by American authors.

In fact, not all of them agree about this
matter. For example, Michael Beckley and Hall
Brands insist that an emerging power, as long as
it continues its rise, will not constitute a preda-
tory power (Brands, Beckley, 2022). Their logic is
identical to ours because it derives from an answer
to the question why a state which favours status
quo would aspire to change it through war. This
very status quo helped it be an emerging power.
Although here there is no consent, Beckley and
Brands go a step further in their conclusions, stat-
ing that a hegemonic war occurs exactly when the
era of the emerging power’s rise comes to an end.
It is only then that the emerging power sees the
only exit from stagnation in starting a hegemonic
war. Their term “Peak China” emphasizes this
very eventuality. Hower, the same logic can also
be applied reversely. More precisely, a hegemon
many decide that the stagnation moment of the
emerging power may exactly be the one when a
war can remove a potential challenger. In the-
oretical terms, there is nothing inherent in the
predation theory so as to see it exclusively as an
explanation for the emerging power’s acting. The
same logic can also be applied to a hegemonic
country.

In the event of both eventualities, it is a fact
that there are very few mechanisms, except for an
open war, by which the United States could stop
China’s rise. Therefore, what the US hopes for is
that the era of Chinese rise has come to an end. In
that way, according to them, all fears mentioned
in the previous chapter would be avoided. In any
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case, we must not forget that the previous lines
are founded on the already mentioned assump-
tion about the end of China’s growth. Is it really
the case? On the grounds of which arguments
do American researchers support their claims/
hopes? In principle, American authors’ arguments
about China slowing down may be classified into
four broader categories. According to the first
category, China’s slowing down is a product of
demographic trends. According to the second,
China’s slowing down is a product of economic
stagnation. According to the third, China’s slowing
down is a product of institutional problems, while
according to the fourth, China’s slowing down will
be a product of the collapse of globalization. The
first three categories of arguments derive from
the well-known thesis that foreign politics starts
at home, while the fourth category relies on the
structural level.

a) Demographic trends

The first group of arguments used by American
authors to support the thesis of the end of the era of
Chinese growth are demographic trends. Through-
out the 20 century, China was the most populous
country in the world, whose demographic trends
constantly indicated further growth. However, at
the end of the 1970s, China introduced one-child
policy as a method of slowing down its demograph-
ic growth and thus avoid the problem of too fast
and too large population growth — this policy was
observed until 2015. This policy enabled the stabi-
lization of population growth, but at the same time
caused potential problems in the future.
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American authors note that one-child policy
had significant implications which partly led to
China’s rise during the 1990s. In that period, gen-
erations with only one child emerged probably for
the first time in history, while their parents were
the last generations with several children. There-
fore, the first generation of China’s citizens with
only one child faced a specific situation. First of all,
they shared the costs of keeping up their parents
with their siblings, while they had minimal costs
of upbringing their own children. This made it
possible for the share of the working-age popula-
tion largely exceeded the share of the kept popu-
lation. The implications and effects of such policy
are evident, first of all, in the fiscal and economic
spheres because they provided both individuals
and the state with a significant surplus of funds
which could be directed towards consumption and
further development — which partly contributed to
China’s rise (Beckley, Brands, 2021; Brands, Beck-
ley, 2022, pp. 32-33).

The argument about such demographic trends
leading to China’s slowing down is presented to-
day, when there is a reversal in the demographic
balance (Lynch, 2020; Chen, 2021; Eberstadt, Vard-
ery, 2021; Beckley, Brands, 2021; Brands, Beckley,
2021; Brands, Beckley, 2022, pp. 34-36; Fuxian,
2023; O’Hanlon, 2023; Sharma, 2023; French, 2024;
Fontaine, 2024). American authors point out that
today’s generation of Chinese citizens is in a com-
pletely reversed situation in comparison to their
parents. Since today’s generation of parents grew
in the circumstances in which one-child policy
was rejected, they often have more than one child.
On the other hand, since they were mostly only
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children in the family, they have no one to share
the costs of keeping up their parents. Thus, the
couples in today’s generation do not bring up one
child and do not share the costs of keeping up four
parents (husband’s and wife’s parents). Namely,
they independently keep up four parents and of-
ten more than one child. That is why American
authors predict that the effects of demographic
trends will be fully reversed in China. While they
encouraged growth in the previous generation, in
this generation they will encourage slowing down
because there will be no surplus funds, but there
will be more costs to be borne both by individuals
and by the state.

b) Economic stagnation

It is evident that the second group of arguments
regarding economic stagnation is often associated
by American authors with the previous group of
arguments. In the discussion about potential effects
produced by demographic trends and demographic
disbalance, we have pointed out that they affect the
surplus funds both of Chinese citizens and Chi-
na as a state. The economic stagnation argument
most often relies exactly on the assumption that,
due to increasing costs of the kept population and
lower income because of the smaller share of the
working-age population, China cannot afford the
identical rate of investments in trade, and its cit-
izens cannot keep up with the consumption pace
which encourages domestic economy. That is why
these arguments can be found in the majority of re-
searchers, who also point to demographic trends as



areason of China’s slowing down (Beckley, Brands,
2021; Brands, Beckley, 2021; Brands, Beckley, 2022,
pp- 36—38; Mueller, 2021; Fuxian, 2023; O’'Hanlon,
2023; Sharma, 2023; Huang, 2023; French, 2024;
Fontaine, 2024.).

However, other aspects should also be taken
into account. Brands and Beckley stress that, apart
from the reduction in its population, China is also
facing the reduction in resources, as pointed by
other authors as well (Brands, Beckley, 2022, pp.
36-38; Mueller, 2021). Here, the question of eco-
nomic stagnation is associated with the environ-
mental degradation. According to these authors,
the epoch of incredible rise has led to the pro-
nounced consumption of natural resources, which
consequently produces the need for importing food
and energy products, as well as negative trends
in air quality and food and drinking water safety
(Mueller, 2021; Brands, Beckley, 2022, p. 37). In
line with the above-mentioned, China’s economic
stagnation is a product not only of the disbalance
in consumption and investment, but also of the fact
that it faces additional external costs regarding the
environment and imports of resources and energy
products.

c) Institutional deficiencies

The third category of arguments against China’s
further rise is not as present as the first two, but it
is still present. It relies on the theoretical observa-
tion of Daron Acemoglu and James Robinson that
nations fail because of bad institutions (Acemoglu,
Robinson, 2014). In fact, these American authors
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argue that China is slowing down because its state
institutions are becoming “worse and worse’, i.e.,
less functional. The most prominent advocate of
these arguments is Minxin Pei, who in a series of
publications ever since 1997 has emphasized that
China is faced with a crisis of institutions, predict-
ing that it will inevitably slow down due to it (Pei,
1997; 2002; 2016; 2017). However, it is not a lonely
case (Mertha, 2012; Mueller, 2021; Brands, Beckley,
2022). In fact, the group of arguments regarding
institutional problems may be divided into three
segments.

The first segment refers to the accountability
problem. The American authors’ argumentation
about China failing due to institutional problems is
often reduced to the thesis that communist coun-
tries do not have a mechanism of controlling state
institutions which would prevent their abuse and
remove mistakes. Essentially, the Chinese institu-
tional apparatus is not subject to citizens’ control
and, thus, it will inevitably lead to the failure of
these institutions, and to China’s slowing down.
What is interesting to note here is that Ameri-
can authors list extremely few concrete cases to
corroborate this argumentation. Most often, the
situations taken as an example are those when the
top leadership of the Communist party of China
decides to remove from position individuals within
administration. However, can this not be a con-
trol mechanism in the resolution of institutional
problems?

The second segment refers to the corruption
problem. Building on the previous segment, Chi-
na has a corruption problem which is largely the
product of the absence of accountability. To put it
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simply, if there is a system without accountability
towards the public, members of institutions tend
more to become corrupted than in the situation
when accountability towards the public exists.
Although it is true that Chinese administration
faces periodical corruption-related problems, it
is still far from the endemic character ascribed
to them by American authors. The third segment
refers to the absence of inventiveness deriving
from the centralization of administration. In
fact, having in mind that China’s politics and
economy, just as in the case of other communist
countries, are subject to central planning and
governance, American authors point out that it
limits the inventiveness of Chinese institutions,
particularly at lower levels. Because of China’s
large size and numerous population, American
authors suppose that planning and governance
from one centre cannot correspond to the situ-
ation in the field throughout the country, which
leads to the worse effect of the acting of institu-
tions and thus to China’s slowing down.

d) Collapse of globalization

The last group of arguments is also the rarest
among the authors (See, e.g.: Brands, Beckley, 2022;
Iglesias, Matthes, 2023; Martin, 2023; Schuman,
2023; Yuan, 2023). In their essence, these argu-
ments rely on a simple observation that the era of
Chinese rise began with globalization, primarily
in economic terms. China’s continued two-digit
economic growth during the 1990s was a prod-
uct of the fact that China was integrated in the
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global market and operations, and thus managed
to increase and strengthen its economy through
larger imports. That is why the above generali-
zation among American authors is often reduced
to a thesis that China’s rise (primarily economic)
depends on its trade with the Western countries.
Therefore, China’s slowing down comes from the
gradual collapse of the idea of the globalized world
without “frontiers”, since such world limits China’s
ability of further growth.

The group of arguments regarding the collapse
of globalization is actually two-fold. On the one
hand, it relies on the consideration of economic
flows of production and trade, which is in line with
the above-mentioned observation about China’s
earlier rise. On the other hand, it also relies on
the geopolitical trends which in China create an
increasingly hostile geopolitical environment. Glo-
balization is both an economic and a social and
political phenomenon. Accordingly, the return of
dividing lines on any grounds also brings along dis-
turbances on other grounds. What we witness, par-
ticularly after the COVID-10 pandemic, is the fact
that economic flows and supply chains were pro-
nouncedly affected by the pandemic suppression
policies in different countries. At the same time,
and even before this process, there were evident
negative trends in geopolitical terms as well, with
the Western countries trying to suppress China as
much as possible, creating a hostile geopolitical
environment for it.

From the perspective of such trends, China
faces larger restrictions in basing its economic and
trade growth on the benefits of globalization, which
itused to do successfully in the past. That is the core



of this group of arguments against China’s further
rise, having I mind that the collapse of globalization
— determined by disruptions of global supply chains
and an increasingly hostile geopolitical environment
— limits their ability to base economic growth on
a positive trade balance. What is more, this group
of arguments also relies on the assumption that
China’s local market is insufficient to encourage
further economic growth. However, according to
American authors, it does not change the fact that
China is slowing down because it will no longer be
able to encourage its growth by a positive foreign
trade balance with the Western countries.

Is China (really) slowing down?

The answer to this question is one of those mo-
ments where we can only say “yes” — yes, but!
Looking from the perspective of everything China
has done in the past three decades, China is really
slowing down its pace. However, is it really possi-
ble to expect any country to grow as continuously
as China in the past fifty years or so? Generally
speaking, progress is much faster at the beginning
of an enterprise than at its end. Sportsmen will be
able to run faster at the beginning than at the end
of the race; students will gain more knowledge than
professors. A useful analogy is reaching the speed
of light in astrophysics. The theory of relativity
tells us that the closer the matter (which has mass)
approaches the speed of light, the more energy is
needed for continuing acceleration. Accordingly, it
is not realistic to expect China to be able to continue
the pace of its growth indefinitely.
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The above lines are not an apology of the
American authors’ listed arguments against China’s
further growth. Namely, all the listed arguments by
American authors are rather the rationalization of
the evident trend of China’s growth slowing down
because isolated cases are raised to the level of
causality. To put it more simply, the fact that China
is no longer growing at the pace it was growing
ion recent past is not a product of the presented
arguments but of the fact that it has reached the
level of the Western countries. If we look at each of
the above arguments outside the context, we could
equally apply them to any highly-developed country
in the world. Here we come to the paradox of the
presented argumentation — if the same can refer to
all the most developed countries of the world, how
is it possible that only China, according to them, is
slowing down? That is why it is necessary to look at
each category of arguments once again, but taking
into account the above-stated paradox.

The fact that one-child policy led to less fa-
vourable demographic trends in China. However,
it does not by any means refer only to China. All
the most developed countries of the world are at
the same time the countries with the most un-
favourable demographic picture. The European
Union member states, Japan and South Korea have
the oldest populations in the world. A possible
exception is the United States of America, but on-
ly because its demographic trends rely on a high
inflow of people from other countries — which
may bring along a new number of problems. The
situation in Canada is similar as well. The demo-
graphic disbalance is associated with the degree of
a country’s development, which corroborates our
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claim that the slowing down of China’s growth is
due to the fact that it has become one of the most
developed countries in the world. Nevertheless,
what distinguishes China from other countries
is that their demographic disbalance is a product
of the politics that has changed. In China’s case,
demographic disbalance is rather a consequence
of necessary consolidation than of a “natural” pro-
cess. In the same way, just as the process has been
reversed, it has been changed as well, and thus
China may serve as an example of how the degree
of a country’s development is not necessarily ac-
companied with demographic disbalance. Having
in mind the initiated mechanisms and the rejection
of one-child policy, this “argument” may die down
in the near future.

On the other hand, economic stagnation is a
problem accompanying the majority of the most
developed countries. When we say “stagnation’,
we do not refer to complete absence of economic
growth, but to its slowing down. This argument is
the closest to the analogy of reaching the speed of
light since it is a rather demanding procedure to
maintain any growth at the times when the degree
of economic growth has reached the current global
peak. That is why, even this argument corroborates
the thesis that China’s alleged slowing down is a
consequence of the fact that it has taken its place
among the most developed countries of the world.
However, even in the conditions of economic stag-
nation, as we have put it, Chinese economy is still
growing faster than other most developed coun-
tries of the world. This growth is not two-digit as
before, but now it would almost be in the domain
of science fiction. Clear, continued and sustainable
economic growth is evident and it exceeds other
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most developed countries of the world. Hence, this
argument, if seen from a different perspective, is in
favour of China and not against it.

The question of institutional problems is also
something in common to all the most developed
countries of the world. Whenever there is sufficient
wealth in a country, there will be those who will
abuse their position for the purpose of their per-
sonal gain. It refers equally to democratic and to
communist countries. That is why it can refer both
to China and to all other countries of the world. On
the other hand, when speaking of this argument,
it is a situation when isolated cases are raised to
the level of regularities which are more noticeable
in other most developed countries of the world.
Furthermore, we must not forget one important
thing. The challenge in establishing institutional
problems is that their resolution leads to the larger
visibility of this issue in public. If there is an ac-
tive struggle against something, then such strug-
gle makes the problem more visible. No country
will ever remove institutional problems, but they
are often more visible in those countries actively
tighting against them.

Finally, it is important to emphasize that glo-
balization is a two-way street. Therefore, its col-
lapse affects equally China and other countries.
To conceive the collapse of globalization as an
argument for China’s slowing down means that the
whole world is slowing down. On the other hand, it
is a wrong thesis that China’s benefit from globali-
zation lies solely in its exports of semi-products.
In the past years, China has begun producing and
exporting final products with a high added value,
such as electronics and cars. Therefore, the claim
that the rest of the world will easily transition to



the production of semi-products as a support to
their own production of final products refers to
China as well. Their line of argumentation re-
lies on the obsolete logic of the 1990s. At that
time China really produced semi-products and
its growth really relied on the exports of those
products. However, at that time China was not
what it is today. That is why we need to ask who
will be actually more affected by the collapse of
globalization.

Summing up all the above-mentioned, it is ev-
ident that China is no longer growing at the same
pace as in the past. However, it is not a sign of its
weakness but, on the contrary, a consequence of
its development. In other words. The arguments in
favour of “China’s fatal slowing down” are more a
sign of its strength than of any essential weakness.
It is a simple fact that it has become fully equal
to the formerly much more developed countries.
When we further elaborate the arguments and ap-
ply them to other countries of the world, we reach
two important observations. Firstly, the argument
of slowing down refers to all the most developed
countries of the world, and, secondly and more
importantly, China is coping with this challenge
better than other most developed countries of the
world. Hence the claims about the era of China’s
rise coming to an end are not only wrong, but they
indicate that slower growth may faster take China
to the top.

Conclusion

The American-Chinese rivalry will certainly “paint”
international security in the years to come. This
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claim has become almost an axiom. However, the
nature of their rivalry is a much greater issue than
simply pointing out who “good” or “bad guys” are.
There is a strongly rooted opinion among Western
researchers that China’s growth will inevitably lead
to the Thucydides Trap and, thus, to the outbreak of
ahegemonic war between it and the United States.
Pointing a finger to negative and positive ones does
not serve any purpose except for clearly stating
who would be responsible for something like that.

The only “exit” seen by American authors is
China’s slowing down. The reason for it is obvious.
Even at this pace of growth, China will inevitably
overtake the United States as the most powerful
country in the world. Faced with the fact that the
USA is limited in its own growth, as well as that
it can do little to prevent China’s further growth
except in an open conflict, American authors see
the only exit in China’s slowing down. They base
their arguments against its further rise on four key
categories of arguments. The first category is of de-
mographic nature which emphasizes that one-child
policy has led to a decline in China’s population
and, more importantly, to demographic disbalance
between the working-age and the kept population.
The second category is of economic nature and it
emphasizes that the fact that Chinese economy
is no longer growing at a two-digit pace clearly
points to its slowing down. The third category is of
institutional nature and points out that problems
in administration stop China’s rise. The last, fourth
category is of structural nature and relies on the
thesis that the collapse of globalization will lead to
China’s slowing down.

Nevertheless, the paradoxical situation in
which the above-listed arguments may refer to all
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most developed countries of the world takes us
towards two conclusions: that China’s slower rise
is only the reflection of the fact that it has reached
the level of the most developed countries in the
world and that, in such circumstances, China is
better coping with the challenges of further rise
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than other “great powers” Therefore, instead of
focusing of the potential “failing’, it is necessary
to focus on its rivalry with the USA should remain
only the rivalry, and not become an open conflict,
i.e., war. However, as always, this will not be decided

only by direct actors.

BOTH THE WORLD AND CHINA. Handmade tapestries by Qinghai Shengyan Carpet Group Co, Ltd, situated in the Central District
of Xining City. The Jia'ya Tibetan carpet waving was included in the National List of Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2006.
Photo: Uro$ Suvakovi¢
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Introduction

In the field of international relations, there is
a recognizable lack of deeper understanding of
Chinese foreign policy, its comprehensive and
systematic approach. A comprehensive meth-
odological approach is necessary for a thorough
examination of Chinese diplomatic strategy and
activities, which, however, still does not dominate
academic discourse, especially not in Serbia. It
is customary to view Chinese cooperation with
Central and Eastern European countries, the
Belt and Road Initiative, as well as Sino-Serbian
relations as separate entities. However, from a
broader perspective of Chinese foreign policy,
these segments are interconnected and together
have a significant impact on global political and
economic structures. This macro perspective is
crucial for a comprehensive understanding of Chi-
na's role and strategy in the global political-eco-
nomic landscape and requires us to focus, instead
of individual events or policies, on systemic and
comprehensive understanding.

In the current complex global context, Chi-
na's foreign policy system has demonstrated its
uniqueness and effectiveness. From adopting
traditional ally relations with the USSR at the
beginning of the establishment of the People's
Republic of China to the contemporary emphasis
on independent, self-reliant, and mutually ben-
eficial partnerships, China's diplomatic strategy
and practice have undergone significant transfor-
mations. These changes in China's foreign policy
approach not only demonstrate its detailed un-
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derstanding and adaptation to changing circum-
stances in international relations but also affirm
its determination to actively contribute to shaping
a world community that shares a common desti-
ny. Through these transformations, China aims
to promote new types of international relations
characterized by mutual respect, fairness, and
shared prosperity.

Traditional international alliance relations of-
ten focus on the military, political, or economic
interests of a limited number of states, which can
result in increased contradictions and conflicts
between countries. Unfortunately, history is full
of examples of wars and conflicts caused precise-
ly by such allied interests. Among them are the
NATO aggression in 1999, which resulted from
NATO expansion to the east, as well as the current
conflict between Russia and Ukraine, events with
which the Serbian people are very familiar. These
examples highlight the limitations of traditional
alliance relations in maintaining long-term peace
and stability. Through its foreign policy and phi-
losophy, China seeks to overcome these challeng-
es, emphasizing the weaknesses that traditional
alliances bring.

Serbia, as a militarily neutral country, also
has its own unique experiences and perspectives
on alliance relations. This paper will analyze Ser-
bia's strategic position, emphasizing its significant
contribution and the benefits derived from the
partnership with China in order to preserve Ser-
bian independent, sovereign, and freedom-loving
policy.



1. Evolution and practice of the
Chinese foreign policy system before
the “Belt and Road” Initiative

1.1. Global Partnership Network
(4=3k{k £ 2 ): Flexibility and inclusiveness
of Chinese Diplomacy

The fundamental element and key unit of the Chi-
nese diplomatic system is the partnership model,
which aims to overcome the limitations of tradi-
tional alliances by establishing a broader and more
flexible network of collaborators. This approach
promotes peaceful development of international
relations. Such partnership is not confined to any
specific sphere or format but is based on principles
of mutual respect, equality, and mutual benefit,
with the ambition to foster common development
and prosperity.

Xiang Haoyu, a distinguished researcher at
the Institute of Asian and Pacific Studies at the
Chinese Institute of International Studies, believes
that China adopted a policy of non-alignment as
early as the early 1950s, and after the end of the
Cold War further clarified its diplomatic guidelines
with the principle of "forming friendships without
forming alliances" (45 f£ £ 45 1), thus initiating a
practice of building partnerships (Xiang, 2023).
Since the 1990s, China has developed various
forms of partnerships with numerous countries,
including comprehensive strategic partnerships
(4 T RIS Ak £ 9% R), cooperative partnerships,
etc. (A1EfkfEXR). These partnerships range
from bilateral to multilateral arrangements, re-
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flecting the flexibility and inclusiveness of Chinese
diplomacy. Forming partnerships between China
and countries or regions such as Serbia, Pakistan,
Russia, the European Union, and the African Un-
ion serves as a typical example of this successful
practice. At present, there are more than 20 types
of partnerships, with nearly 100 countries carry-
ing the title of "partner” in bilateral relations, and
over 80 pairs of relationships involving the term
"strategic" (ibid.).

Additionally, it is important to note that along-
side common forms of partnerships, such as com-
prehensive strategic partners and comprehensive
cooperative partners, there exists also special bilat-
eral relationship positioning. These special forms
of positioning typically reflect unique political,
economic, and strategic considerations between
countries, such as the frequently mentioned new
model of major power relations between China
and the United States ('3 #1 7 K [E 2% K). This
model is designed to avoid traditional conflicts
and confrontations among major powers, aim-
ing for cooperation with mutual benefits. Rela-
tions between the PRC, as the largest developing
country, and the USA, as the largest developed
country, have a significant impact on global po-
litical, economic, and security development. The
proposal of a new model of major power relations
aims to promote continuous healthy and stable
development of Sino-American relations through
enhanced communication, expanded cooperation,
and managing differences.

The fundamental characteristics of the Chi-
nese partnership system are equality, openness,
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cooperation, and mutual benefit. Unlike traditional
alliances, partnerships do not require homogeneity
but strive for a common language while respecting
differences, thus expanding the scope and depth of
cooperation. This model of relations can effectively
avoid zero-sum games and promote harmony and
stability in the international community.

1.2. The N+1 cooperation mechanism:
a new model of regional cooperation

While the system and network of partnerships
tend to be based on bilateral relations, the N+1
cooperation mechanism is a model of regional
multilateral cooperation. Key examples of this
model are the China-Central and Eastern Europe
Cooperation Mechanism and the China-ASEAN
10+1 Cooperation Mechanism. The aim of this
model is to share resources and complement ad-
vantages through cooperation among multiple
countries in a specific region. The N+1 coopera-
tion mechanism not only expands China's diplo-
matic horizons but also injects new vitality into
the partnership system, making it more flexible
and diverse.

1.3. Mechanisms of BRICS and SCO:
Attempt and practice of a platform
for developing countries

The mechanism of BRICS, as an international co-
operation platform established by Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa, represents a signifi-
cant attempt to create an economic platform led by
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major developing countries. These five countries
constitute the fundamental economic pillars in their
regions, distinguished by exceptional market capac-
ities and wealth of natural resources. In the field of
security cooperation, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO), jointly established in 2001 by
Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Russia, Tajikistan,
and Uzbekistan, is a new attempt to resolve disputes
and preserve international security.

Although structurally different from bilateral
partnerships and regional cooperation mechanisms
like N+1, the BRICS and SCO mechanisms share a
similar spirit in promoting international coopera-
tion and common development.

The establishment of the BRICS and SCO
mechanisms demonstrates the common aspiration
of developing countries to achieve greater influ-
ence and presence in the processes of globalization.
Through cooperation within these two mecha-
nisms, they aim to strengthen mutual economic and
security ties, effectively address global challenges,
and promote the development of an international
system that is fairer and more balanced.

Compared to bilateral partnerships, which
primarily focus on cooperation between two
states, BRICS and SCO prioritize multilateral and
multipolar cooperation and collective action.

When compared to regional cooperation
mechanisms like N+1, BRICS and SCO are char-
acterized by greater representativeness. While
regional cooperation mechanisms like N+1 fo-
cus on enhancing cooperation within a specific
geographical area, BRICS and SCO transcend
regional boundaries and bring together devel-
oping countries from different continents. This
approach allows developing countries to broaden



their international vision, strengthening their con-
tribution and influence in global decision-making
processes.

2. Introduction to the Belt and Road
Initiative and the establishment
of the community of shared destiny
for mankind

2.1. The Belt and Road Initiative:
A culmination of promotion
of international connectivity

Sinceits launch in 2013, the Belt and Road Initiative
has grown into a key element of Chinese foreign
policy. This initiative, drawing inspiration from the
ancient Silk Road of China, has not only facilitated
trade and cultural exchanges between East and West
but has also become a symbol of mutual enrichment
and peaceful coexistence throughout history.

The initiative represents not only a significant
bridge for establishing partnerships with coun-
tries around the world but also the culmination of
previous bilateral partnerships, N+1 cooperation
mechanisms, the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
sation (SCO), and BRICS. Its primary purpose is
to promote international connectivity, strengthen
economic cooperation, and cultural exchange among
participating countries. Therefore, the Beltand Road
Initiative is not conceived as an isolated endeavour
but is based on China's longstanding and solid bi-
lateral and multilateral partnerships with countries
worldwide. "Today, the Belt and Road Initiative has
become internationally recognized as a platform for
cooperation at all levels" (Jinping, 2022).
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(1) Five Pillars as the foundation of the first
decade of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Five Pillars - political coordination (F{#
{518), infrastructure connectivity (13 ilkid),
promotion of effective trade (4 7 1%i#), en-
hancement of financial cooperation (%% 4 fliH),
and strengthening cultural exchanges ([X:C>#H
JH) - represent the basis for a comprehensive
framework of cooperation within the Belt and
Road Initiative. These aspects are interrelat-
ed and supportive, providing not only a robust
foundation for intensive cooperation among
participating countries but also an impetus for
regional economic integration and development.
Political coordination enables governments to
reach consensus and pave the way for coopera-
tion; infrastructure development physically con-
nects countries, bringing them closer together;
efficient trade promotes the free flow of goods
and services, strengthening economic dynamics;
financial cooperation provides crucial financial
support for projects; while cultural exchanges
and interpersonal contacts strengthen friendships
and understanding. This integrated framework
of cooperation is crucial for maintaining stable
progress and achieving fruitful results within the
Belt and Road Initiative.

(2) Eight steps as the direction for the new
decade of the Belt and Road Initiative

The Five Pillars have brought concrete achieve-
ments in cooperation among participating coun-
tries during the first decade of the Belt and Road
Initiative. Looking towards the future, the "eight
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steps” will guide the development of the Belt and
Road Initiative in the next decade, aiming for higher
levels and broader areas of cooperation.

President Xi Jinping of the People's Republic
of China, on 18" October, 2023, at the opening of
the Third Belt and Road Forum for International
Cooperation, announced China's support for the
high-quality implementation of the Belt and Road
Initiative through eight steps. These actions include
building a multi-dimensional connectivity network
for the Belt and Road (4@ “—Hr—#g” AR H Ik
HJ# M%), supporting the establishment of an open
world economy (SCHFEEBIT TR A 25F), im-
plementing practical cooperation (Jf-Ji& 55 5L 1),
promoting green development (£ 4% .5 Ji2), ad-
vancing technological innovation (FE&EHL G1HT),
supporting people-to-people cultural exchanges (
X FFIR[A] 22 1E), building the road of integrity-based
cooperation (F15%J#i# 2 ), and improving the
international cooperation mechanism (583 “—
g EPRAAENLE]) (Jinping, 2023).

While the five pillars have laid a solid founda-
tion for cooperation within the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, the eight steps further deepen and broaden
the scope and direction of cooperation, adapting to
the needs and challenges of the new era. Together,
they promote the profound development of this
initiative.

2.2 Community of Shared Future For Mankind
as the final link in the Chinese foreign policy
system

The concept of the Community of Shared Future
For Mankind (CSFM - further referred to as CSFM)
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began to develop even before the Belt and Road
Initiative. Professor Zhang Ji from Fudan University
believes that this concept stems from the contin-
uous development of Chinese foreign policy strat-
egies since the founding of the People's Republic
of China. It encompasses five principles: peaceful
coexistence, advocating for the establishment of
a new international political and economic order,
avoiding division based on ideologies, commitment
to the path of peaceful development, and striving
for a harmonious world. The specific origin of this
concept lies in the proposal of "convergence of in-
terests" and "community of shared interests" at the
beginning of the 21st century (Zhang, 2019).

Over time, the concept of a Community of
Shared Future (CSF) has become a more precise
description of global interdependence. In Septem-
ber 2011, the CSF concept was first mentioned in
the China’s Peaceful Development whitepaper. From
around 2012, this term has been increasingly used,
reflecting a growing consensus within the interna-
tional community on the need for joint resolution
of challenges and promotion of cooperation for
mutual benefit.

After several years of developing this concept
and practical research, in 2015, President Xi Jinping
clearly outlined the vision of building partnerships
for mutual benefit and creating a Community of
Shared Future for Mankind (Jinping, 2015) in a
speech at the United Nations headquarters. This
speech not only promoted the term CSF in the in-
ternational community but also marked its formal
adoption as a key element of Chinese foreign policy.

Thus, China has developed a comprehensive
diplomatic system, resembling a carefully woven
network. In this system, bilateral partnerships are



the basic units, serving as fundamental nodes of the
network that lay the groundwork for broader coop-
eration through stable bilateral relations. Multilat-
eral relationship mechanisms such as BRICS, SCO,
and N+1 act as key frameworks of this network,
playing a connecting role in regional and functional
cooperation and closely linking various bilateral
partnerships. The Belt and Road Initiative acts as
the main artery of the network, tightly connecting
participating countries, regions, and mechanisms,
allowing for a clear definition of China's strategic
positioning and understanding of the significant
role it should play on the global stage. And, final-
ly, the concept of CSEF, as a macro-plan, provides
goals and direction for this network — a new type
of international relations (F7T %! [H bRk R).

The concept of CSF emphasizes interdepend-
ence and common interests among nations, advo-

Bojan P. Lali¢

Filip D. Filipovi¢

New decade of the Belt and Road Initiative:
Strategic positioning of Serbia-China relations
and opening of a new chapter

cating for a cooperative approach where everyone
benefits, while also maximally respecting the prin-
ciple that countries, regardless of size, strength, or
wealth, are equal, respecting the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of all nations and respecting the
right of nations to choose their own development
path. The philosophy of CSF is against the mentality
of the Cold War, interference in the internal affairs
of other countries, and double standards (Yang,
2022), offering a Chinese solution to promote the
construction of a fairer and more rational interna-
tional order.

In the drawing, each circle represents a bi-
lateral partnership between China and individu-
al countries, while squares represent multilateral
mechanisms (such as BRICS, N+1, or SCO). The
lines represent the Belt and Road Initiative that
connects them.

A new type of international relations

N+1

BRICS
A human

community
with a shared

Conflict-ridden
world *‘

N+1

future

sco

“Belt and Road” Initiative as a one network

Chinese foreign policy system
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3. Serbia: A shining example
of the Belt and Road Initiative

After a comprehensive analysis of the Chinese
foreign relations system, we need to engage in an
exhaustive discussion about the position Serbia
occupies in this significant global initiative. Addi-
tionally, we must clearly define our strategic posi-
tioning and clarify the important role we should
play in this broad context.

3.1. Serbia’s disrupted EU integration
strategy

Serbia, as a European country, undoubtedly holds
significant geographical context when discussing
its strategic position within the Belt and Road In-
itiative and the Chinese foreign policy system. In
analyzing Serbia's role, the dynamics between the
EU and Serbia naturally become an inevitable top-
ic — more precisely, this dynamic directly relates
to Serbia's political and economic stance on the
Euro-Asian continent. Therefore, when discussing
Serbia's relationship with the Belt and Road Initi-
ative and the Chinese foreign policy system, it is
necessary to thoroughly examine the current state
of relations between the EU and Serbia in order
to precisely understand the demands of strategic
positioning.

Since the change in the ruling political struc-
ture in 2000, Serbia has officially designated acces-
sion to the European Union as a significant goal of
its foreign policy. The government and the public
generally believed that EU membership would not
only bring significant economic benefits to Serbia
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but also help in modernizing its domestic political
and legal system. However, over time, due to slow
progress in the accession process and frequent
problems within the EU itself, public support for
EU accession began to decline. Especially when the
EU, together with NATO-led United States, started
persistently demanding that Serbia recognize the
independence of the separatist province of Koso-
vo and join sanctions against Russia, these factors
further deepened Serbian dissatisfaction and public
scepticism towards the EU.

According to a 2021 survey conducted by
the Balkans in Europe Policy Advisory Group
(BiEPAG), the percentage of residents in Albania,
Montenegro, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and North
Macedonia willing to join the EU was 94%, 83%,
83%, and 79%, respectively. In Serbia, support for
EU accession was the lowest in the Balkans, with
around 53% in favour and 43% against. One year
later, in 2022, the percentage of support for EU
membership dropped to 35%, marking the first
time in recent years that euro scepticism has pre-
vailed to such an extent. The survey also showed
that Serbian respondents prioritized economic
cooperation over membership, as EU membership
seemed increasingly unattainable: 25% believed
that Serbia would join in the next decade, while
44% considered it entirely unachievable (BiEPAG,
2021).

The economic role of the EU as Serbia's larg-
est trading partner and a source of investment is
crucial from the perspective of Serbian economic
interests. However, the prospects of Serbia's acces-
sion to the EU remain unclear. On the one hand,
due to internal problems within the EU, strin-
gent conditions imposed on Serbia, and Serbia's



dissatisfaction with EU policies, the attractiveness
of the EU for Serbia is gradually declining. On the
other hand, Serbia actively seeks to diversify its
diplomatic and economic cooperation to find new
anchors on the international political scene. The
challenge of balancing national sovereignty with
economic development has become a significant
strategic challenge for Serbia. In short, Serbia
faces many challenges and uncertainties on its
path to the EU, a sentiment widely shared by the
Serbian people.

3.2. The past decade: Deep integration and
development of Serbian-Chinese relations
within the Belt and Road Initiative

Against the backdrop of tense political relations
with Western countries, Serbia has actively begun
to cooperate with China, Russia, and other devel-
oping countries to preserve its independent policy
and maintain a balanced stance on the international
political scene. Since the Serbian Progressive Party
came to power in 2012, relations with Eastern coun-
tries have been thoroughly renewed and elevated
to a higher level.

In the context of Serbian-Chinese relations,
the partnership has reached unprecedented heights
after decades of development. The Belt and Road
Initiative has provided Serbia with a greater num-
ber of options for shaping its foreign and economic
policies. This initiative has gained popularity in
Serbia because it not only contributes to a new
impetus in the country's economic development
but also represents a model of cooperation that
differs from the Western one. By intensifying
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cooperation with countries like China, Serbia
hopes to reduce its economic dependence on the
EU, thereby enhancing its negotiating power and
international influence.

Within the Belt and Road Initiative, bilateral
projects between Serbia and China are focused on
infrastructure and energy sectors, including in-
dustry - steel production, highway construction,
mining, railways, automobile industry, and urban
water drainage systems. These projects encompass
initiatives such as the Hungary-Serbia railway line,
the Smederevo Steel Mill, the "Danube Corridor"
highway, waste water collection and treatment sys-
tems, and the exploitation of mines in Bor. Chinese
investments undoubtedly had a positive effect on
the Serbian economy, coinciding with the growth
of Serbia's gross domestic product in recent years.
Moreover, Chinese investments in infrastructure
projects are directed towards directions that Euro-
pean investment groups currently cannot or do not
want to develop, but are crucial for Serbia's national
development. From this perspective, cooperation
between Serbia and China unequivocally represents
a lifesaving opportunity for Serbia.

In this context, China has become Serbia's sec-
ond-largest trading partner, with bilateral trade
volume reaching $3.55 billion in 2022, representing
an increase of 10.1% compared to the previous year.
This includes $2.18 billion in imports from China
and $1.37 billion in exports to China. In 2023, China
and Serbia signed a historic Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). The Chinese Ministry of Commerce highly
praised this agreement, emphasizing that it repre-
sents China's first FTA with a Central and Eastern
European country and the twenty-second FTA with
countries and regions worldwide, making Serbia
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the twenty-ninth free trade partner of China. The
signing of the FTA between Serbia and China is
an important step in implementing the consensus
between the leaders of the two countries, a sig-
nificant initiative to expand the global network of
high-standard free trade areas, and a key achieve-
ment of the Third Belt and Road Forum for Inter-
national Cooperation. (Ministry of Commerce of
the People's Republic of China, 2023).

In addition to economic interests, China and
Serbia also share deep spiritual, cultural, and intan-
gible connections. These intangible connections
enrich the continuous development of bilateral
relations, contributing to the uniqueness of the
"ironclad friendship" between China and Serbia.
This friendship has a deep historical foundation,
where the two countries have gradually built a close
relationship of "shared happiness and sorrow," fac-
ing challenges and difficulties together, such as the
bombing of the Chinese Embassy during the NATO
aggression in 1999. This friendship is not only a col-
lection of common interests but also a cooperative
relationship based on mutual understanding and
trust. Over the years, the peoples of both countries
have developed a deep friendship through econom-
ic and cultural exchanges and mutually beneficial
cooperation.

At a crucial moment for the continuous de-
velopment of Sino-Serbian relations and the Belt
and Road Initiative, Serbia also played a role in
the official establishment of the Belt and Road In-
stitute. This research institution was established
through joint efforts of the Serbian Government,
the Chamber of Commerce of Serbia, and the
University of Novi Sad in 2021, gathering resourc-
es and talents from various sectors. During the
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same year, during a meeting between Serbian
Foreign Minister Selakovi¢ and Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, the two countries reached an
agreement to strengthen strategic cooperation,
qualitatively advance the further development
of the Belt and Road Initiative, and practically
implement key mutually significant projects. The
Chinese side also expressed clear support for the
Belt and Road Institute. Since its establishment,
the Institute has been supported by leading Chi-
nese companies such as China Mining and China
Copper as founding members, which has signif-
icantly contributed to its development. In 2023,
at a crucial moment in the transition between the
old and new decades of the Belt and Road Initi-
ative, the Institute became a member of the Silk
Road Think Tank Association (SiLKS) launched
by the International Department of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China.
Over the past years, the Institute has signed more
than 50 cooperation agreements with institutions,
companies, universities, and other organizations
across Europe, Asia, and Africa. With the aim of
promoting the development of relations between
China and Central and Eastern Europe, the Insti-
tute has been involved in organizing more than
5o significant intergovernmental exchanges, often
taking a leading role.

3.3. The next decade: Building a talent
infrastructure and ecosystems

When considering the new decade of development
of the Belt and Road Initiative, it is crucial for China
and Serbia to deepen cooperation through eight



actions, explore new areas, and open new chapters
- especially in the domain of talent infrastructure.
The first decade of the mentioned Chinese initiative
enabled the connection between Serbia and China
in the industrial infrastructure. As we move into the
next decade, a focus on talent becomes a central
aspect of the "infrastructure” to sustain, expand
and enhance these achievements.

Improving talent development and induction,
as well as building a high-quality talent pool, are
key to the sustainable development of bilateral
relations. In terms of talent development, Chi-
na and Serbia can strengthen exchanges and co-
operation in education, jointly developing talent
development programs and curricula. Through
student exchange, joint educational programs, and
other methods, the two countries can encourage
students to exchange and cooperate in culture,
technology, and other sectors. In addition, both
countries can expand cooperation in professional
education and technology transfer, which would
provide more high-quality talents for enterprises
of both countries.

Regarding talent attraction, China and Serbia
can adopt more favourable policies and measures
to attract a larger number of exceptional talented
individual to work and live in their own countries.
Apart from that, the two countries can collabo-
rate on establishing talent centres and developing
innovative policies that would secure additional
intellectual support and guarantees for talent, use-
ful for businesses and research institutions in both
countries.

Aside from that, China and Serbia should
systematically completely utilize Chinese entities
in Serbia, such as large Chinese companies, the
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Belt and Road Institute, Confucius Institutes, and
Luban workshops. By relying on industrial advan-
tages, with large companies at the centre, both
countries can gradually expand their influence
on to the academic sphere and, ultimately, on to
the entire society, creating a positive ecosystem.
The aim of this mechanism is to promote deep co-
operation between Chinese companies, Chinese
and Serbian universities, institutions, and media
in order to achieve a synergistic effect. Such a
system not only provides a platform for talented
people to demonstrate their skills, enabling them
to use, maintain, deepen, and transform existing
industries and infrastructure, but also strengthens
the five pillars, further expanding and implement-
ing the eight actions. By focusing on people, both
countries should encourage the implementation
of a variety of smaller projects, moving from in-
dividual points to lines, and from lines to areas,
thereby encouraging comprehensive develop-
ment. Also, we hope that other countries along
the Silk Road will establish similar ecosystems,
which would enable the global connectivity of
ecosystems and take advantage of the Belt and
Road Initiative in connecting different parts of
the world.

In summary, when speaking about the devel-
opment of a new decade of the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, the cooperation in the infrastructure talent
field between China and Serbia will become more
intense and important. By improving talent devel-
opment and its introduction, as well as creating a
high-quality talent pool, both countries will sig-
nificantly contribute to the further deepening of
bilateral relations, as well as the promotion of global
peace and development.
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4. Conclusion and discussion:
Balancing between the planned
EU integration and the Belt
and Road Initiative

As a developing country, Serbia naturally aspires
toward a world with more diverse and inclusive
values, systems, and norms, including the five pil-
lars and eight actions of the Belt and Road Initi-
ative as well as the frameworks of the EU, as well
as the United Nations 2030 vision. This poses
two main questions: How do we align relations
between the Eats and the West and how do we
balance between EU integration strategy and Ser-
bian-Chinese relations focused on the Belt and
Road Initiative?

EU, as an entity that advocates regional integra-
tion, has been striving to improve the quality of life
of its members for a long time through coordinated
cooperation, and to strengthen its economic, polit-
ical and strategic impact globally. Still, this process
is not without issues. Internal contradictions and
weaknesses of the EU, especially when it comes
to decision-making autonomy, have become pro-
nounced, and affect primarily smaller countries and
those who strive for membership. Such countries
must carefully weight their ambitions for economic
development in relation to the need to preserve
political independence and satisfy EU’s political
criteria (Filipovi¢, 2022).

In this context, the Chinese foreign policy sys-
tem, which is centred around the Belt and Road
initiative, offers Serbia a new opportunity for coop-
eration. Unlike the cooperation model promoted by
the EU, the Belt and Road initiative focuses more on
economic cooperation and mutual benefits, with-
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out political preconditions. The current conflict in
Ukraine and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict further
highlight the weaknesses of Western international
mechanisms, such as the lack of objective ration-
ality in managing international crises and making
decisions based solely on the interests of the great
powers. This way of acting not only threatens global
balanced development, but also puts pressure on
the economic and political sovereignty of smaller
states.

Therefore, while Serbia is considering the Euro-
pean integration process, it must strategically think
about new methods and directions for deepening
cooperation within the Belt and Road initiative,
exploring new opportunities for economic devel-
opment, while at the same time preserving national
interests and independent policies. This balanced
strategy not only reflects Serbia's thoughtfulness
in the context of current international political and
economic trends, but also demonstrates its wisdom
in maximizing benefits in a complex international
environment.

In the context of the Chinese foreign policy
system, the comprehensive strategic partnership
between China and Serbia, also known as the iron
friendship, stands out as a unique and firm relation-
ship among all international systems of coopera-
tion. The cooperation between the two countries
is not just widely encompassing, but it is also being
deepened on various levels, akin to two tightly in-
tertwined, firmly joined segments.

At the regional level of multilateral relations,
Serbia unambiguously shines as a positive example
on the cooperation scene within the China — Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe mechanism. Not only is it
exhibiting a high level of cooperation enthusiasm,



it also confirms its status as an active member of
the mechanism through practical activities.

In the context of BRICS and SCO, even though
Serbia as the most influential country in the Balkans
is not an official member, the people have shown
strong interest in this multilateral cooperation
framework.

As avital element of the “Belt and Road” Ini-
tiative, Serbia plays a key role in the promotion of
interregional connection and functions as a bridge
connecting the East and the West, facilitating trade
and cultural exchange.

Finally, Serbia is actively realizing the idea of
a community of mankind with a common destiny
through cooperation for mutual benefit, by join-
ing forces with other countries. Not only do deep
friendship and cooperation between China and
Serbia provide tangible benefits for the both peo-
ples, they also serve as an example of a harmonious
coexistence to the global community. This iron
friendship presents a powerful impulse for a joint
development of China and Serbia in all areas.
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Ding Chun, Zhang Mingxin and Ji Haon-
an from the Fudan Insitute of Belt and Road and
Global Governance, emphasized in their article
entitled “Competition and Cooperation As Part
of Belt and Road Initiative from the Perspective of
China and Europe — Evolution, Causes and Impact
on Europe” that China and Europe are coexisting
in the state of competition and cooperation, which
will continue in the future. However, China and
European countries have achieved fruitful results
within the Belt and Road Initiative, by collecting
valuable experiences. There is a stable basis for
cooperation between China and Europe (Ding,
Zhang, Ji, 2023). It is believed that, in the face of
various unstable factors, in the new decade of the
Beltand Road Initiative, China and Serbia will start
anew chapter together. It will not only build closer
bilateral relations, but also positively contribute to
the stability and prosperity of regional relations,
as well as relations between China and Europe,
working together to build and preserve the idea of
a community of humanity with a common destiny.
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Through dialogue of cultures and
convergence of civilizations - modern
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development, peace and future of humanity

(Sociological marginalia about the Chinese strategy “Belt and Road”)

Summary: The paper elaborates on the following Chinese strategy: the dialogue of cultures and convergence of
civilizations are a road of achieving partnership for sustainable development and peace in the world. The author
first gives an overview of the history of Chinese culture and civilization: its depth, breadth and giant accomplish-
ments. Then he discusses modern China from the period after Mao’s death and its leaders/reformers, in particular
Deng Xiaoping and Xi Jinping, as the founders of the new development strategy in China’s internal and foreign
politics. In that context, the focus of the author’s analysis is on China’s modernization and development strategy,
relying on the rapid and high development of education, science and advanced technologies of the third and
fourth developmental-civilizational waves, as well as liberalization of economy and democratization of social and
political relations; the “Belt and Road” strategy - i.e., China’s great opening up and cooperating with the world
through partnership for the sake of universal wellbeing of humanity, globalization with a human face, multipolar
order and peace in the world.
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The future unifier of the world will not be any Western or
pro-Western country — it will be China.
Arnold Toynbee

The story about China is the most successful story of
development in world history.
Jeffrey Sachs

Chinese influence and rise in the world are the reality to
which America must adjust.

Zbigniew Brzezinski, Strategic Vision

118 | We are building “Belt and Road” in a spirit of peace.
The Old Silk Road flourished ion peaceful times, while it
deteriorated in wartime. The “Belt and Road” initiative
cannot develop without a peaceful and stable environment.
We need to create a new type of international relations
founded on mutually beneficial cooperation and to forge

a partnership of building the common future of humanity,
based on dialogue, and not conflict, on friendship, and not
hatred. All countries should respect sovereignty, dignity and
territorial integrity of other countries, appreciate their own
development road and social system, as well as their core
aspirations and interests.

Xi Jinping, On Building a Community

with a Shared Future for Humanity

Time of challenges, geopolitical
confusion and global transition from
the unipolar world towards
the multipolar world

Contemporary humanity is facing the rise of forc-
es of the scientific-technological and informatic
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revolution whose players are high professionals in
the field of advanced technologies and ingenious
creators of the new Internet generation. These new
production forces strive for the world globalization
and for opening the gates to the future of sustainable
progress, solidarity and peace in the world. They are
opposed by the forces of class monopoly, embod-
ied in the alliance of mega-capital and its epigons
and followers — ranging from modern technocracy,
politocracy, mediocracy and the military-political
complex. These forces would like to absolutize the
power of capital and its world hegemony, to monop-
olize and conserve the unipolar order of “disaster
capitalism” (N. Klein). Hence there is an ongoing
increase in contradictions and conflicts in different
parts of the world system and an increasingly ev-
ident split between the forces of the global North
and the global South. These conflicts, from Ukraine
to the Middle East, seem to be an introduction
not only to the era of a new Cold War, but also a
potential third world war.

In contrast to the daily-political analysts,
who would like to camouflage real causes of these
conflicts by oiling the wheels of the war machine
that kills large numbers of people before our own
eyes, but also destroys the legacies of civilization,
turning them into new forms of ethnocide, urbi-
cide and ecocide, serious researchers, futurolo-
gists and intellectuals such as Noam Chomsky,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Ulrich Beck, Alvin Toffler,
Edgar Morin and others, in their studies and jour-
nalist articles point not only to the causal matrix,
but also to megatrends and the real nature of the
ongoing conflicts, as well as of development ten-
dencies — determinisms of the structural crisis of
contemporary contradictions and conflicts, but



also the system change in modern times — from
the unipolar world order towards the multipolar
world order, and the replacement of predatory,
murderous capitalism with post-capitalism as a
new developmental and civilizational alternative
of humanity.

In other words, humanity is at a new crossroads
and demands not only new intellectual answers
to the contemporary crisis, but also new forms of
social engagement and combativeness of new gen-
erations, so as to achieve the victory of the alter-
native for peace, sustainable progress and survival
of humanity and the planet.

A short overview of the history
of Chinese culture, its deep roots
and giant accomplishments

Besides India, China is the most populous country
of the world, with about a billion and a half inhab-
itants. While until 1978 only 18% of the Chinese
population lived in cities, in 2011, for the first time in
this country’s history, the city population was larger
and, according to the expectations of the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences, until 2030, as many
as 68% of the population will live in the cities. The
history of China in the 21st century is marked by
modernization, industrialization, urbanization, as
well as domestic pluralization and global opening
up to the world.

In Insights into Chinese Culture by Ye Lang
and Zhu Liangzhi (2008), a special encyclopaedia
of Chinese culture with a profound picture of de-
velopment of various forms of culture and social
conscience — from wisdom and beliefs, through
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creativity and exchange, art and beauty, to folk
customs and ecology — we may become familiar
with the fascinating wealth and depth of Chinese
culture ever since the time of Confucius and his
Book of Changes, which elaborates the relationship
between man and the heaven as one of the basic
topics in Chinese philosophy. We will learn about
the challenging philosophy of charity, philanthro-
py, respect for life and strongly developed ecolog-
ical conscience, connectivity of man and nature
and shared life of the world in the philosophy of
light and virtue — people should begin from their
mutual love and then spread that love towards
everything that exists. Confucius believed that
education was a prerequisite for improving own
spiritual world and that it should serve a more
sensible and wealthier life and evolvement of love
and peace towards the world.

In ancient China, he founded pantheistic phi-
losophy, which is pan-humanist and cosmopolitan.
In its centre, there is the unity of all beings (kinds,
nations) and things: philosophy of philanthropy
and universal empathy of humanity. The idea in
its focus is the idea that every being and thing has
its nature of existence, raison détre, which should
be perceived and respected. Chinese civilization
is open-minded and open-hearted towards the
wealth and unity of the world’s diversities. Life phi-
losophy in traditional Chinese culture promoted
cultural openness and tolerance, as well as enthu-
siasm for learning about different cultures. China
was an advanced maritime and land civilization
aspiring not only towards trade exchange, but also
coexistence of different peoples and civilizations
and the spreading of peace culture. This is, among
other things, proved by the legend about the Yon-
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gle Emperor sending Zheng He on a voyage to
the West, along the so-called Maritime Silk Road.
This is how the emperor advised Zheng He: “Stay
on the heavenly path, follow law and order, do
not mistreat smaller and weaker countries, spread
prosperity and peace” (Lang, Liangzhi, 2022, p.
137). Even today this message is of current nature
and significance in building peaceful politics of
contemporary China. While Europe was under-
going dark ages, China was the oldest civilization
in the world — the most enlightened and advanced
empire on the planet, with the best governance
(Durant, 2006, p. 80).

Confucius had a great influence on China’s po-
litical and moral philosophy. Durant, among other
things, writes that Confucius is the most important
symbol of China, so great in size that it calls itself
“the totality under the heavens” Confucius’s philos-
ophy of light is considered the philosophy of virtue
and education as man’s continued improvement.
The golden rule of moral and political philosophy
was formulated by Confucius in the following way:
“Return good for good, return evil for justice” (Crn-
janski, 1923, p. 25). The greatest fortune of the peo-
ple would be if the ignorant were prohibited access
to public services, as well as if the wisest ones ruled
(Durant, 2006, p. 27). His followers understood his
greatness and foresaw the influence of his thought
on the shaping of the social character and wisdom
of the Chinese. As for the influence of this thinker
and his importance for the spirit and history of
China’s development, Durant writes: “No man has
ever inscribed his name on the face and spirit of a
nation as Confucius has done in China” (Durant,
2006, p. 170).

PROGRESS
Vol. V/No. 1
2024.

This is what Ye Lang and Zhu Liangzhi have
written about Confucius’s philosophy: “The phi-
lanthropy of Confucianism is a kind of universal
human sympathy, an interpersonal feeling of love
for others” (Lang, Liangzhi, 2022, p. 211).

Another thinker with a strong influence on
the culture of China and other East Asian socie-
ties and civilizations was Buddha, the founder of
the religion of Buddhism as a symbol of light and
enlightenment. He was the predecessor and incar-
nation of personalist-existentialist philosophy. His
famous motto was: “Be a lamp unto yourself, Give
the energy of light and charity to others”. With his
energy of eternal light, he had the power to break
the darkness in the human world and to spread
enlightenment among ordinary people. That is
why these two thinkers (Confucius and Buddha)
are the most influential sages in the Eastern civi-
lization world.

In his works, Arnold Toynbee writes about
China and its mission throughout history, under-
lining that the Western tradition is nationalist,
while Chinese tradition is ecumenical, and that is
why the future belongs to China. He asserts that
since the decline of the Roman Empire, the West-
ern world has never succeeded in regaining its lost
political unity, or the unity of the rest of the world,
and that it is China’s destiny to ensure political
unity and peace not only for half of the world, but
the whole world. As for determinants and lega-
cies which will enable China to become not only
a geographical, but also a cultural foundation for
the unification of the whole world, Toynbee states
the following:



1. Twenty-one-century-long experience of
the Chinese people’s in maintaining the
empire which is virtually a regional model
for a world’s state;

2. Ecumenical spirit permeating the Chinese
nation throughout this long chapter of his-

tory;

3. Humanism of the Confucian view of the
world;

4. Rationalism of Confucianism and Bud-
dhism;

5. Feeling for mystery and admission that
man’s attempt to dominate the universe is
devastating in itself;

6. Belief that, instead of trying to dominate
the non-human nature, man should aim
towards life in harmony with it;

7. Courage to pose challenges to the West in
a positive competition, to peacefully put
humanity into order and to achieve the
ecumenical unity in the world;

8. The Chinese are not a nation with an ag-
gressive ambition. They participate in en-
mities only when it is necessary to defend
themselves. The Chinese maintain prevail-
ing cosmopolitanism with Chinese ethno-
centrism (Toynbee, Ikeda, 2005, p. 147).

French scientist and representative of historical
sociology, Raymond Aron, writing about Chinese
civilization as the oldest and the longest-standing in
the history of humanity, in his study Peace and War
— A Theory of International Relations (first edition
in 1962, second in 1984), values positively the role
of communist China in the country’s industrializa-
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tion and modernization processes, underlining also
that “the authoritarian mono-party state has made
China into a giant” (Aron, 2001, p. 332).

In his foreword to the collection Many Glo-
balizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary
World, Peter L. Berger writes about the phenome-
non of Confucian Protestantism and its influence
on the reproduction and mobility of modern mer-
itocratic elite in China.

Today many researchers write without ide-
ological burdens both about China’s history and
about its role in modern times, giving a differ-
ent interpretation and symbolic meaning of the
Chinese Wall and its former Silk Road strategy,
emphasizing that China did not only defend itself
from enemies, but also opened up to the world
and that from such opening up — economic and
commercial — and through the processes of trade
exchange, also suffered acculturation processes,
improved its technology and organization of work,
as well as gave its technological and economic
innovation as a gift to humanity and the world.
This civilization, with deep roots and magnifi-
cent accomplishments, speaks about its always
building successful bridges between transition and
modernization processes, reaching the star-high
peaks of humanity.

An overview of China’s history
- from revolution to evolution
(about Deng Xiaoping's role)

The Chinese people’s socialist revolution was led
by Mao Zedong’s Communist Party. It expanded
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the notion and concept of the strategic partner-
ship of social classes and political movements
in the revolution. In the revolutionary practice,
it was led by the Communist Party of China, re-
lying on peasantry, because the social structure
contained small numbers of workers due to un-
developed industry. In program terms, this rev-
olution was founded on the unity of antifeudal
and anticolonial liberation struggle. Namely, the
small proletariat in the large numbers of popula-
tion could not accomplish grandiose goals of the
socialist revolution. That is why it was necessary
torealize a strategic alliance of workers, peasants
and intelligentsia. In program terms, this social
and political revolution offered radical programs
of agrarian reforms, anticolonialism and anti-
fascism. It was only on such program that the
revolution could awaken the initiative of Chinese
people in its en masse struggle for social and polit-
ical liberation. The legacies of that revolution are
indisputable, particularly those embodied in the
country’s socialist industrialization, regardless
of the mono-party system of governance. After
Mao’s death, the new collective leadership of the
Communist Party of China, in the so-called cul-
tural revolution, dogmatized ideologically and
conserved politically the role of the Party in so-
cial development. It took the country into new
contradictions and crossroads. The closure and
changes were necessary for opening the space
and releasing the initiative of the citizens and the
people for further development (Marek, 1965).
After Mao Zedong’s death in 1976, Deng
Xiaoping became the leader of China, inaugu-
rating economic reforms and recovering China’s
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relations with the West. The government estab-
lished diplomatic relations with the USA in 1979,
and after late 1970s economy developed from
centralist planning and state-owned industries
to the combination of state-owned and private
enterprises in production and services and, in
the course of it, Chinese society increased its
production, but also transformed itself.

Deng Xiaoping freed China from Mao’s dog-
matism and rigidity of the cultural revolution
players (Mao’s successors). He paved the road to-
wards liberalization, modernization and democ-
ratization of economy and society. He focused
on science, technology and educational policy
as development factors of new China, its open-
ing up to the world through positive competition
and cooperation. At the same time, he softened
the Party’s monopoly and made its composition
open for experts, echelons of the new profile of
the leader. Instead of ideological suitability, the
meaning of professionalism and work patriotism
was put forward. Deng Xiaoping knew that Chi-
na’s opening up to the world required knowledge,
education and science. In that respect, with the
aid of the World Bank, he encouraged moderni-
zation and development of the country’s educa-
tional system and raising the quality of education
through exchange of students and teachers — in
1978, in there were China 165,000 students as
compared to 5,300,000 in 2009; in 2011, on the
list of 500 universities in the world, China ranked
among five countries with the largest number
of students. Another indicator is the number of
Chinese students studying in the West, mostly
in the USA.
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Table 1. Number of students from China studying abroad

In 1978 there were 50 students.

In 1984 there were 14,000 students.

In 2010/2011 there were 157,000 students.

In 2011/2012 there were 194,029 students.

In 2021/2022 there were more than 500,000 students.

Source: Data for the period 1978-2012 were taken from David M. Lampton’s study Following the Leader (pp. 23-24), originally relying
on the study by the Institute for International Education, Open-Doors Factsheet: China 2012. The author of this paper took the data
about the number of students in 2021/2022 from the projection presented at the gathering China and the Balkans - Multicultural

Dialogue, which was held in Balchik, Bulgaria.

In his study Following the Leader: Ruling China,
from Deng Xiaoping to Xi Jinping, David M. Lamp-
ton explored the revolution processes in China and
the role of the leader as an actor of reforms and
transformation of the Chinese state and society.
The author particularly focused on the return and
rehabilitation of Deng Xiaoping and his merits in
the conception of the program of reforms, liber-
alization and modernization of Chinese society
and state and the role of the Party. In this study,
based on the interviews with 558 Chinese leaders
from 1971 to 2013, the author analyzed the evolution
of Chinese leaders’ thinking about governing the
country and cooperating with the external world.
The conclusion reached by the author is that the
main strategic decisions of Deng Xiaoping and his
associates (from 1977 to 1985) is that were classified
into seven basic strategic categories which denoted
the program and direction of social reforms and
the politics of the new reformation course of the
leaders after Mao Zedong:

1. From war and revolution to peace and de-

velopment;

Pragmatic experimentalism;

Material impetuses of the market and the
balance between the state and society;
New population development policy;

5. Education as a factor of building and pro-
motion of capable cadres in economy and
politics;

6. Maintaining the Communist Party’s mo-
nopoly, but also transformation of its role
in social changes;

7. From autarchy towards opening up to the
world and using comparative advantag-
es and interdependency in global politics
(Lampton, 2015, pp. 18-28).

Three strategic decisions, the fruit of Deng’s
political and developmental philosophy, deter-
mined the future of modern China: 1) liberalization
of economy and reaffirmation of the market’s role;
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2) democratization of society, new understanding
of politics and the role of the Party; 3) opening up
to the global worldo. Deng realized that poolitics
and the Party must not have omnipotent power
over manufacturers and citizens as in totalitar-
ian systems, but their role in society should be
encouraging, orienting and liberating. In that re-
spect, Deng said: “Central power has no money,
but it can offer you politics which will make it
possible for you to do it yourself and to pave a
new road” (Lampton, 2015, p. 27). These Deng’s
words contain a cliché of a new understanding of
politics, the party and society which will determine
the direction towards a new, more participatory
than mono-party system, and today, in the third
decade of the 21st century;, it is one of the most
important challenges faced by the fifth generation
of Chinese leaders, including Xi Jinping (Lampton,
2015, p. 226). In the context of changes, David M.
Lampton in his study Following the Leader points
out that, after Mao, three ideal types of the leader
emerged in China — the transformational leader,
the transactional leader and the executor of power.
Lampton shows that the level of education of the
leading cadres is changed not only in economy,
but also in politics, emphasizing that 73% of the
fifth-generation leaders (born mostly in the 1950s)
today hold masters’ or doctoral degrees, while
there is an increasing number of those who have
studied abroad. At the same time, there is a gradual
increase in the number of non-party individuals
who hold the positions of vice-governors or deputy
ministers (Lampton, 2015, p. 33).

It should be emphasized that Deng Xiaoping’s
strategic initiatives led to significant transforma-
tions in the field of economy, as well as the political
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system, social changes, urbanization, foreign affairs,
and to the pluralization of society and democrati-
zation of the governance system and the leadership
profile. A shift was made towards greater profes-
sionalization of the manager structure in economy
and the strengthening of educational culture and
professionalism at all levels of social organization.
Deng Xiaoping made key strategic decisions, as
researcher David M. Lampton asserts, underlining
that the “greatest challenge for China is the question
whether with less dominant leaders and with more
pluralist and empowered bureaucratic institutions
and society it can control itself in the country and
abroad” (Lampton, 2015, p. 44.).

In his study The Grand Chessboard (1997)
Brzezinski properly predicted that “China’s future
progress, as well as its growing into the major pow-
er, will largely depend on how skilfully the ruling
elite will resolve two mutually connected problems:
the question of transferring power from the present
generation to the younger one and the question
of coping with the increasing tensions between
the economic and political systems” (Brzezinski,
1999. p. 152).

Xi Jinping as the leader of China’s new
wave of modemization - program
and strategies of the convergence

of different civilizations, globalization
with a human face and peace culture
in the world

We live in the crucial era of humanity, the crisis of
the neoliberal paradigm and unipolar globalization
and search for an alternative project of the world’s



global and multipolar development in which the
dialogue of different cultures and civilizations, as
well as the convergence of different systems will
be achieved.

It turns out that the domination of one develop-
ment strategy and one power leads to neoimperial-
ism, interventionism and violence/war conflicts in
the world. Hence the request made by Xi Jinping at
the 2017 Davos Forum for conducting globalization
with a human face and peace, which would serve to
all the nations of the world, as well as the request
of Klaus Schwab, Director of the World Forum in
Davos from 2019, for the “remoralization of globali-
zation’, because the current model of asymmetric
globalization has led to enormous growth of social
and regional inequalities in the world, so it must
be changed.

In modern times we face the rigid response
of the USA to the crisis and the tendency of re-
turning to conservative protectionist politics in
international relations, which is a non-productive
response to contemporary challenges. It is time for
critical reconsideration of the global, neoliberal
model of development and for abandoning the un-
ipolar concept of asymmetric globalization, which
is in the service of mega-capital and corporate
power (transnational corporations) of the Atlantic
Alliance powers. Only on the platform of the so-
cial-democratic development strategy is it possible
to build the solidarist associative type of social re-
lations and power, which will ensure: global justice
and global peace in the world, sustainable peaceful
development, coexistence of different peoples and
civilizations, and convergence of different systems,
thus opening up a road to the multipolar devilment
of the world and happy future of humanity.
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The Chinese strategy “Belt and Road’; estab-
lished by Xi Jinping, is exactly an example providing
and opening the road towards democratic progress,
responsibility and partnership of all nations for
sustainable and humane development of humanity.
In contrast to the Anglo-Saxon neoliberal ideology
of market fundamentalism, monetaristic and casi-
no-gambling economy, today China is developing
the capacities of real economy and represents a
model of how to combine complementarily tradi-
tion and modernization processes, socialism and
liberalism, and how to achieve successful growth
and development in the world. Against this back-
ground, its reputation is growing in the world, Eu-
rope and the Balkans.

Reading the collection which contains Xi Jin-
ping’s 85 articles and speeches, written and deliv-
ered between the beginning of 2013 and March
2019, entitled On Building a Community with a
Shared Future for Humanity, we learn that Jinping
spoke about the “Belt and Road” initiative for the
first time in his lecture at Nazarbayev University in
Astana, Kazakhstan on 7t September 2013, point-
ing out the importance of connecting the Eastern
and Western civilizations and of strengthening the
communication and cooperation of nations and
cultures as a necessary condition for progress.
This is what Xi Jinping writes about this initia-
tive, among other things: “It originally derived
from my thoughts about the situation prevailing
in the world. The world we live in today is the
world of great progress, great transformation and
deep change. The new stage of the scientific, tech-
nological and industrial revolution is currently
in the state of creating driving forces of growth;
national interests are becoming more and more
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intertwined, while peace, development and mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation have become the main
topic of our time”. In his speech at the round ta-
ble of the leaders of the “Belt and Road” Forum
of International Cooperation in Beijing on 15
May 2017, Xi Jinping pointed more closely to the
program determinations of the new platform and
strategy of development of international economic
and political cooperative relations, for the sake
of advancing progress of civilization, peace and
creation of the shared and brighter future. In that
respect, the “Belt and Road” initiative, according
to Jinping, is “the platform for open and inclusive
cooperation, for a public good which we together
give to the world... Although directed towards
Asia and Europe, it does not reject any country
or any side of the world” (Jinping, 2023, p. 531).
This initiative gained support of more than 100
countries and international organizations and
started the network of interconnected industrial
cooperation on all four sides of the world, and
has been shown that it has produced useful re-
sults not only for China, but the whole world as
well. In his book On Building a Community with
a Shared Future for Humanity, there is a justified
program of common struggle for sustainable de-
velopment in the world, the promotion of peaceful
coexistence and partnership for the construction
of a shared future of humanity. In this book, Xi
Jinping emphasizes that “the Chinese dream does
not refer only to the aspiration of making our own
country prosperous and strong, to recover our
nation and ensure happiness only to our nation. It
isadream about peace, development, cooperation
and universal wellbeing... The Chinese people has
always believed that China will do well only when
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the whole world is doing well and that the world
will do well only when China is doing well... China
will continue to engage actively in the reform and
development of the global governance system and
thus try to make the international order more
just and sustainable than it is” (Jinping, 2023, p.
51, 507, 612).

Denouncing dogmatism and sectarianism of
ideas, contemporary China has turned a new page
of the “Belt and Road” strategy in order to use the
convergence of different systems to open the door
of the future of humanity through partnership for
sustainable development and peace in the world.
The Chinese have understood that development
and future of humanity can be built only through a
dialogue, and not a conflict of civilizations. Today
China uses the synergy of the potential of tradi-
tion and Confucian philosophy and Protestantism
(Confucian Protestantism) as a specific symbiosis
of moral and social solidarity, work and vocation
ethics, neo-Marxism/socialism and liberalism and
the power of new technologies of the third and
fourth developmental-civilizational waves for the
progress of society and humanity. Instead of ide-
ological exclusiveness and political sectarianism,
today’s China is building bridges between civiliza-
tions and nations, respecting their autonomy/sov-
ereignty and cultural diversity/identity (Mitrovic,
2022, p. 152).

With the syntagm neo-Confucian Protestant-
ism, I wanted to define a new development phi-
losophy of contemporary China, which relies on a
synthesis of the values of tradition and moderniza-
tion, moral and social solidarity and ethics of work
patriotism. The released creative energy of China’s
large population numbers is, therefore, making mir-



acles. Following moral messages of its sages, as well
as of its contemporary leaders, on the platform of
“let a thousand flowers flourish’, “it is not impor-
tant what colour the cat is, it is important that it
hunts mice” and the convergence of “one country
— two systems’, competing with itself and the world
in the “force of goodness and gift-giving”, China
gives a valuable contribution both to its national
development and to the development of contempo-
rary humanity. Today, more than 500,000 Chinese
people with secondary-school certificates continue
their academic education at the most prestigious
universities in the world. The largest number of
people with masters’ and doctoral degrees then
return to the country and get actively involved in
the economic and social life of their home country.
They seem to be announcing a new era of giant
leadership rise of China and the meritocratic elite
cycle in the world. As a matter of fact, in the past
ten years, there has been an increasing number of
students from Central and East Europe studying
in China.

In his foreword to the collection Many Glo-
balizations: Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary
World, Peter L. Berger writes about cultural dynam-
ics of globalization, pointing to the phenomenon of
culture hybridization, stating the example of China
and its successful economic diaspora, whose culture
is formed from the parts of traditional personalism
and modern business culture in the West. Berger
emphasizes the following: “To an extent in which
China itself is integrated in the global econom-
ic system, examples of hybridization may appear,
analogous to the lately popular understanding of
the ’Confucian merchant; a learned businessman”
(Berger, 2002, p. 18).
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The slogan “Belt and Road” has a profound
symbolic meaning: the road has an opportunity
for strategic breakthroughs/progress and reaching
new developmental-civilizational horizons only if
it its belt develops and expands simultaneously.
This Chinese strategy says, in a philosophical-so-
ciological language, that sustainable development
of humanity is possible and feasible only if all its
parts are evenly developed. The same regularity
refers to the peace in the world. “There is no global
peace without global justice” is the warning by the
former President of Brazil, Lula da Silva. Unfor-
tunately, we live in the world in which the future
is already here, but it is not evenly distributed
yet (W. Gibson), in which there is a sociological
paradox: dichotomy between hyper-technological
progress and social subdevelopment (M. Castells).
Accordingly, French sociologist Edgar morin de-
fines the anthropological aspect of the contempo-
rary crisis in the following way: “Contemporary
humanity is in crisis because it is insufficiently
human”.

Defining the relationship between tradition
and goals/ideals, i.e., the program of the move-
ment led by him, Great Italian antifascist and
leader of the Communist Party of Italy, Palmiro
Togliatti, said, among other things: “We came
from afar and are going far”. In this key/spiritual
horizon, the attitude of China’s current leadership
could be decoded/interpreted towards tradition,
i.e., understanding and building a complementary
relationship between tradition and moderniza-
tion in the program and practice in the acting
of social players in contemporary China. Name-
ly, freeing itself from dogmatism of ideas and
political sectarianism in post-Mao period and
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opening up towards pluralist forces/potentials
of Chinese and world society, China has not only
modernized but also formulated “Belt and Road’,
a new development concept and a vision for the
new millennium.

The philosophical foundation of this concept
is the theory of convergence and the world system
redefined in a neo-Marxist spirit. It is composed
of pluralist forces of the modern world of labour
and other social players as development factors of
new production forces of technological and general
social progress and construction of a multifaceted
pluralist civilization of the future. On that plat-
form, releasing society’s new production forces
for development, China has managed to achieve
enormous growth through its new relationship
towards education, science and new technologies,
and the synergy of legacies both of its own and
world’s development, and to become today’s lead-
er/superpower, the leading country in the techno-
logical, economic and culture development in the
modern era.

Nowadays, China is not only the most popu-
lous country in the world, but also the country with
annual economic growth of over 10% for almost 30
consecutive years, which is the highest registered
growth rate in one of the major world economies in
history (Zakaria, 2009, p. 88). The Chinese model
of economic growth and development is exception-
ally appealing to the largest number of the coun-
tries in the South and the emerging countries, as
pointed out by Dragana Mitrovi¢, PhD, Professor
at the Faculty of Political Science and the founder
and director of the Institute for Asian Studies, un-
derlining that today China is the largest exporter
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and the second largest importer in the world, which
achieves high surpluses. It has become a global in-
vestor with 12,000 projects in 172 countries worth
a total of 613 billion US dollars, which makes it
the largest or one of the largest global investors or
creditors. Its currency has been internationalized.
Moreover, it is the epicentre of the coalition of
powers gathered in the BRICS and the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization. Together with Russia,
India, Brazil and South Africa, China is promot-
ing the idea of the necessary overcoming of the
unipolar world and the creation of the multipolar
world, which has a positive echo throughout the
world (Mitrovi¢, 2023, p. 11). China is the country
with the largest number of universities and doctors
of science, the greatest innovation in the field of
modern technologies and production forces de-
velopment of the third wave. Moreover, China is
the country with significant military power and
nuclear potential. As such, today it is not a threat
to world peace, but a model in all respects. Its
politics of opening up to the world, while respect-
ing its national and liberation traditions, poses a
challenge today. Young Chinese people are the
largest group among foreign students at univer-
sities worldwide. China is open for globalization
processes and with its politics of peaceful coex-
istence it gives a contribution to the multipolar
world development. Therefore, in about ten years
or so China will exceed the USA and become an
inviolable leader in many fields of creation, as well
as in development potentials. Many economists,
sociologists and political scientists (Jeffrey Sachs,
Immanuel Wallerstein, Noam Chomsky, Fareed
Zakaria...) announce that we are already living in



the century of America’s declining/disappearing
power and that the “Chinese century” is setting in.

If the thesis of the unity of theory and practice
is advocated on the basis of the dialectical theo-
ry of revolutionary praxis, then the true face of a
theory is proved by its successful realization in
practice. Starting exactly from this truth, we may
say that the Chinese strategy of convergence has
proved its advantages in practice by ensuring the
progress of the society’s production forces and a
step forward from poverty, through concurrent
development of real economy capacities in indus-
try and new technologies of the third and fourth
developmental-civilizational waves. The result of
all these is huge technological, economic and social
progress of Chinese society. Such development
of contemporary China has made this country a
respectable acter and a global leader. By reforming
its model of development and opening up to the
world, contemporary China advocates the change
of neoliberal asymmetric globalization, which is
in the function of absolutization of mega-capital
power, and for the establishment of a socio-dem-
ocratic model of globalization with a human face,
as well as the transformation of global relations in
the world — from unipolar to multipolar one (Sklair,
2002, pp. 244-271; p. 311; pp. 322-326).

Serbia supports and follows China’s politics
and develops sound economic, friendly and po-
litical relations with it, based on the principles
of equal cooperation. The economic cooperation
between Serbia and China is mostly based on di-
rect investments and trade partnership. Today
in Serbia, many Chinese companies have been
engaged: in the field of mining, Zijiin Bor Copper
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(in Bor) and Hesteel (Smederevo Steelworks); Chi-
nese companies are engaged in the construction
of Belgrade—Budapest railway; Chinese company
CMEC is engaged in the construction of energy
projects in Kostolac B. The first large Chinese
investment was the construction of the bridge
on the Daube. Chinese companies have also been
engaged in the construction of the new motorway
in Serbia, within Corridor 11. In 2017, the Bank of
China was opened in Belgrade. China and Serbia
have signed a Memorandum of common shares
and investments in agriculture, trade and tourism.
The cooperation has also improved in the field of
higher education, culture and science, while the
diplomatic relations between these two countries
are at the highest level.

China is a reliable partner in the preservation
of sovereignty, international law and peace in the
world. It plays a role of the constructive actor in
the Organization of United Nations and in building
a new, just and democratic multipolar world. As
such, China can be a solid partner in the economic
growth of the Balkans and its stable political devel-
opment. That is why improving the relations with
it today is in the interest of the Balkan countries
and, at the same time, a contribution to the im-
provement of peace in the world.

China - a giant whose era
is just beginning

Great French poet and novelist Victor Hugo once
wrote: “Nothing else in the world is so powerful
as an idea whose time has come” This thought
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may be paraphrased today when writing about
contemporary China, its perspective and mission
in the future.

This populous and spacious country has
opened up to the world and risen with dignity. It
is becoming a model country. The country with
the largest number of educated people, highly ad-
vanced technologies, the fastest economic growth,
the largest army... It is also a leader by the number
of ingenious innovators and creation in different
spheres of life and work. It is the country whose
leaders believe in the project of a shared future
of humanity and of globalization with a human
face, who follow the strategy of the dialogue of
different cultures and the partnership of conver-
gence of different civilizations and socio-cultural
identities and systems, which do not threaten the
world with weapons but conquer it with their
work, spreading the culture of peace, cooperation
and pan-humanism, awakening the hope in re-
naissance and future of the democratic socialism
idea. This development strategy was built on the
synthesis of Confucianism and Buddhism, tradi-
tion and modernization of contemporary China
that is becoming a leader of the new development
philosophy of the world: the achievement of “the
working force for good” (Goleman, 2016), coex-
istence and peaceful cooperation in the world. It
believes that knowledge is multiplied and spread
through sharing with others, while goodness is
achieved through gifts and solidarity. Its leaders
today believe in Ghandi’s idea of the connection
between peace and development — that “peace is
arevolutionary idea; the study Peace by Peaceful
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Means determines that revolution as a non-vi-
olent one. That revolution is occurring all the
time; our task is to expand its scope and reach.
These tasks last and will also last in the future;
the question is only whether we are up to them”
(Galtung, 20009, p. 377).

Li Bai, the poet who dreamed and wrote during
the Tang dynasty rule, the golden age of poetry in
China, left poetic masterpieces of a broad thematic
and style spectrum, in which the universe of man’s
soul is connected with the universe of the world, the
land and the sky, while the people looking into the
star-lit future of humanity is indeed the only one
with pan-humanist and cosmopolitan energy and
chance to be a true unifier of the multipolar world.
Reading his poems, we feel the strong intertwining
of man and the nature, the dream and the spirit of
Chinese people’s freedom on the road of connecting
and implementing Confucian philanthropy as a life
philosophy and universal human empathy, or what
Confucius called “love for others, for all beings in
the world”. Only such authentic love with respect
for the nature, dignity and diversity of identities of
other beings, nations and cultures has the power
and strength to move mountains, to open gates
of the heart, to build bridges with other nations,
cultures and civilizations. In short, to overcome
all the obstacles on its road. To the happiness and
joy of humanity, the future belongs to China. The
legendary poet also dedicated these verses to Chi-
na — they fly like flags, and point, like signal lights,
eternal lamps and signposts from the rich treasury
of Chinese poetry, to the star-lit goals of the struggle
of the Chinese people and humanity:



Raise your hand as if to reach for the star,
s0 happy that you have no strength to return,

I want to raise my hand,
And reach for the moon
Mountains will be unable to stop me!
(Li Bai, in Lang, Liangzhi, 2022, p. 216)

Ljubisa R. Mitrovi¢

Through dialogue of cultures and convergence

of civilizations - modern China on the partnership road
towards development, peace and future of humanity

With these Li Bai’s verses and optimistic poetic
words, we will finish our elaboration of China and
its magnificent culture and civilization, with deep
roots and high accomplishments, whose descend-
ants continue to build the bridges of peaceful con-
nectivity and cooperation among nations in the 21
century, reaching the star-high peaks of humanity.

A Buddhist monk during the service in the Kumbum Monastery (in Tibetan Gu Ben Xian Ba Lin),
one of the six monasteries for Gelug of Tibetan Buddhism, with more than 800 monks.
Photo: Uro$ Suvakovi¢
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Summary: A shared future of humanity is the guiding
idea of Chinese President Xi Jinping, as proved by
numerous examples from his political practice, from
his taking over the presidential function to date. A
comprehensive and visionary approach of the Chinese
president deserves attention, and that is why it is
necessary to speak and write about it, particularly
having in mind the idea of global peaceful progress
and an open invitation to the countries worldwide
to join common development and progress. Chinese
President is aware that without developed China there
is no developed world and vice versa, and that is why
he puts huge efforts in the trade, economic, social,
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Jinping committedly acts in the present with a vision
of the prosperous future.
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Building a shared future of humanity is a profound,
far-reaching and comprehensive vision of Chinese
President Xi Jinping who, ever since taking over
the function, has exactly and in a visionary man-
ner taken the whole world into consideration,
offering everyone a friendly hand with the aim
of global progress and prosperous future. With a
responsibility of a statesman, President Xi Jinping
approached the development of China in politi-
cal, trade, economic, military and social aspects,
believing that stable and strong China may help
global development and prosperity. This reflects
the Chinese president’s broadmindedness because
he believes that without a developed world there
is no developed China and vice versa. He has em-
phasized the above-mentioned for many years now,
thinking that all countries are important — both
the developed and strong ones, such as Russia and
the United States of America, and the developing
ones, such as African and Asian countries. The
participatory approach of the Chinese president
sums up and reflects universal values of humanity,
for example peace, development, freedom and fair-
ness, which shows that China participates actively
and responsibly in the creation and maintenance of
the global development concept and that it ensures
the necessary energy for achieving world peace
and stability. In order to succeed in it, China led
by President Jinping is strengthening the necessary
foundations for peaceful development, showing
that the Chinese nation is a peaceful nation hoping
for world peace and stability. In that respect, Pres-
ident Jinping has emphasized on many occasions
in his speeches that without peace neither China
nor the world can develop successfully, and that
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without development neither China nor the world
can have lasting peace. The Chinese nation has for
centuries been aware that “the state which wages
a war will disappear in the end” (Jinping, 2023, p.
135). Hence peaceful development as a permanent
orientation and tireless aspiration of the Chinese
nation towards peace.

The importance of other countries in the con-
text of China’s peaceful orientation is proved by
numerous visits and statements of President Jin-
ping. After taking his duty, the Chinese president
first visited Russia. On that occasion, he pointed
to the friendly relations, emphasizing that a strong
and functional Chinese-Russian relationship is “an
important means of preserving international stra-
tegic balance, peace and stability” (Jinping, 2023,
p. 19). During that visit, as the president of one of
the most powerful countries in the world, Jinping
opened up an important question at the global lev-
el, saying that people of all countries had to decide
about the destiny of the world. With national and
state responsibility, the Chinese president said that
“things within the sovereignty of one country may
be resolved only by the government and people
of that country’; while “world problems may only
be resolved, through negotiations, by the nations
and governments of all countries” (Jinping, 2023,
p. 18). He sent a clear message to the world dur-
ing the first meeting with the former president
of the USA, Barack Obama, saying that “the Chi-
nese dream refers to the aspiration of making our
country prosperous and strong, of recovering our
nation and enabling the achievement of happi-
ness for our people. That is a dream of peace, de-
velopment, cooperation and universal wellbeing”



(Jinping, 2023, p. 51). We should not forget that the
Chinese management observes five principles of
peaceful coexistence and points out the struggle
for equality of all sovereignties, the preservation
of common security, the advancement of common
development, two-way beneficial cooperation and
mutual learning. These principles embody Chi-
nese tradition in which peace has a special place.
Therefore, President Jinping often reminds the
whole world of the principles of democracy in in-
ternational relations, the principles he diligently
advocates as well.

President Jinping’s far-reaching vision was pre-
sented at the 18th National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China in November 2012, when
two goals of the country’s development were es-
tablished: the first goal is to double GDP by 2020,
and the second one to make the country prosper-
ous, strong, democratic, harmonious and culturally
advanced by the 100th anniversary of the Com-
munist Party of China in 2049. In order to achieve
the established goals, China has determined its
economic, trade, cultural and social development
as an imperative, founding it on two principles:
openness and cooperativeness. We bear witness to
China having fulfilled the first goal regarding the
increased GDP, and that it is diligently working on
the fulfilment of the second, comprehensive goal,
supported by the responsibility and seriousness of
the Chinese president.

In accordance with the principle of openness
and cooperativeness, Jinping has approached all
countries, pointing out that China will pursue in-
dependent foreign politics, connecting interests of
the Chinese people with the interests of peoples

Vanja N. Glisin
A Leader with the Vision of the Shared
Future of Humanity

throughout the world, for the purpose of balanced
governance of economy and increased economic
growth. Therefore, common acting and coopera-
tion are necessary for the balanced growth of the
world’s economy, which is quite precisely empha-
sized by the Chinese president when he says that
“convergence of interests is necessary for the bal-
anced growth of the world’s economy” (Jinping,
2023, p. 55). The most important contribution to
the growth of the world’s economy is reflected in
the “Belt and Road” initiative, which was announced
in 2013 (Yongliang, 2021).

Remembering his home province of Shanxi,
President Jinping spoke about the old Silk Road
as a centuries-long link between different civi-
lizations of the East and the West, and the axis
of development and cooperation. In this way, he
aspiringly announced a new “Belt and Road” co-
operation model, emphasizing that China did not
strive for dominance in regional relations, but
tried to establish a practical cooperation, empower
political communication, remove trade barriers,
increase monetary circulation and ensure good
and friendly relations. In addition to the land
road, China is dedicated to the construction and
development of the Maritime Silk Road founded
on the principles of openness and inclusiveness,
thus showing the commitment to common devel-
opment and advancement of the world’s economy.
President Jinping’s clear vision is reflected in the
attitude that reforms and innovations are key to
long-term development. Innovations are quite
important, particularly in the fields of new tech-
nology and artificial intelligence, and that is why
the Chinese president has invited BRICS countries
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“to strengthen cooperation in the field of informa-
tion security and Internet management, to work
together on creating a safe, peaceful cyberspace”
(Jinping, 2023, p. 276). Therefore, common devel-
opment, open development, development based
on innovation, and mutual connectivity of econ-
omies are the principles about which the Chinese
president often speaks and selflessly implements
in practical economic, trade and political affairs.
The above-listed is reflected in the neighbourhood
diplomacy and development of friendship as a per-
manent principle, which is particularly important
for achieving two century goals and the Chinese
dream of the national recovery. Apart from neigh-
bourhood diplomacy, President Jinping, aware of
the changeability and dynamics of international
relations, points out that Chinese diplomacy must
confirm the large country’s status and develop a
global perspective. Since the 18th National Con-
gress, Xi Jinping has given “huge significance to
theoretical innovations about the Party’s political
diplomacy, and recommended a theory of this
type of diplomacy with the recognizable features
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of the modern era and Chinese characteristics,
thus providing theoretical support to the Party’s
political diplomacy so that it can better serve Chi-
nese wisdom and solutions” (Xiaohu, 2021, p. 36).
That marks the beginning of the third stage of
diplomatic transformation aimed at making “the
advanced country’s diplomacy” grow into “the
leading country’s diplomacy” (Cungang, 2021, p.
42). Having in mind that a global power is the one
using hard and soft power means in a respecta-
ble manner (Despotovi¢ & Gli$in, 2021), there is
no doubt that China is going ever more rapidly
towards that position in international relations.

President Jinping’s committed and tireless
work, wisdom and far-sightedness based on rich
Chinese tradition and memory, have resulted in
colossal trade, economic, political, social, military
and technological progress of China, which con-
tinues its struggle for building a prosperous shared
future of humanity because, as an old Chinese adage
goes, “A single flower does not make spring, while
one hundred flowers in full bloom bring spring to
the garden”.



Vanja N. Glisin
A Leader with the Vision of the Shared
Future of Humanity
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Xian warrior sculpture made of terracotta, in the vicinity of Xian, the city in the Province of Shaanxi
Photo: Milica Dragi¢
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Anglo-Saxon literature.

In the case of citing several authors
at the same time, according to the APA
standard, the author’s names are given
within one set of parentheses, in alpha-
betical order.

Example:

Not an insignificant number of
authors believe that globalization is a
historical process that started centuries
ago (Bzezinski, 2015, p. 14; Chumakov,
2010, p. 49; Mandelbaum, 2004, p. 257;
Robertson, 1992, pp. 58-59; Hatibovi¢,
2002; Suvakovié, 2004, str. 53)

Quotations are given within a sen-
tence. However, if the quotation con-
tains more than 40 words it is necessary
to separate the quotation in a new par-
agraph (automatic), with speech marks.
The bibliographical parentheses is giv-
en after the last punctuation mark. The
rest of the text that follows is in a new
paragraph.

Example:

“The basic elements of the gay
movement correspond to the chief
aspirations of (post)modern capital-
ism. The emphasis in personal or col-
lective identity is transferred from its
locus in the system of production on
“lifestyle” (consumer behavior mod-
el). Hence, the popular (hypnocratic)
culture contains so little information
on class identity, while sexual identity
is given the central position of so-
cial and personal attention. The more
people’s needs for freedom can be
satisfied in the area of work or poli-
tics, the more “freedom” in consumer
behavior and lifestyle is advocated
in the public (cultural) sphere. This



includes “sexual freedoms”. (Antoni¢,
2014, p. 210)

Continuing with our research, we
reached the clear and unambiguous
conclusion...

3.2 References in the Literature
section — an overview of common
cases

3.2.1 General remarks

The Literature section is the same
for both versions of the paper. The ti-
tles of the references are always in the
English language, even if the source
was not originally written in the Eng-
lish language but, for example, in Ser-
bian. In this case, it is necessary to give
the original language in brackets (e.g.
[In Serbian]). References are given in
alphabetical order (Serbian Latin). If
only foreign authors are cited, refer-
ences are given in British alphabetical
order. If works from different languag-
es are referenced, they are arranged
in Serbian Latin alphabetical order.
Letters which do not exist in Serbian
Latin (W, Q, Y, X) are given last.

Serbian surnames should be writ-
ten in Latin and Serbian diacritic signs
should be used.

If more than one work by an au-
thor is cited, then the works are listed
by date of publication (from oldest to
most recent).

If the author published one work
individually, the second work as a
co-author, the third with two other
authors, it is necessary to first list the
work written individually, then the
work written with one other author,
then the work written with two other
co-authors. Alphabetical order should
be followed when giving authors’ sur-
names.
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If works of one author published
in the same year are referenced, they
should be listed with letters added to
the years (2019a) (2019b), etc.

3.2.2 Monographies

Surname, Initial. (year of publication).
Title of monography in italics. Place of
publication: Name of Publisher.

Ifthere is more than one city with the
same name (in the case of cities in dif-
ferent states of the USA), it is necessary
to provide the state name after the city.

If the monography is available on-
line it is encouraged to provide a link,
with the comment “Available at”.

Example:

Antoni¢, S. (2014). Power and sex-
uality: the sociology of the gay move-
ment. Isto¢no Sarajevo: Sociolosko
drustvo Republike Srpske. Available
at sahttps://fedorabg.bg.ac.rs/fedora/
get/0:7605/bdef:Content/download [In
Serbian]

Lukié, R. (1995a). Basics of soci-
ology. Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike
i nastavna sredstva, BIGZ [In Serbian]

Luki¢, R. (1995b). Political parties.
Beograd: Zavod za udzbenike i nastav-
na sredstva, BIGZ [In Serbian]

3.2.3 Articles in serial publications

Surname, Initial. (year of publication).
Title of article. Name of journal vol. (is-
sue no. in year): pages from — to.

If the paper has a DOJ, this is given at
the end; if the paper is available online
it is encouraged to provide a link, with
the comment “available at”

Example:
Antonié, S.(2013). Social mobil-
ity in socialist Serbia: a revisionist

approach. Socioloski pregled, XLVII
(2), 145—170 Available at http://scind-
eks-clanci.ceon.rs/data/pdf/0085-
6320/2013/0085-63201302145A.
pdf#search="Antoni¢ Slobodan" [In
Serbian]

Vuleti¢, V, Stanojevi¢, D. (2013). So-
cial Networks - Networks of Old School
Ties. Kultura, (141), 37-52. d0i:10.5937/
kulturaiz41037V [In Serbian]

The Editorial Board strongly en-
courages authors to give the DOI of
papers published in journals instead
of the URL or http:// address.

3.2.4 Articles published in
thematic collections, chapters
in monographs, statements in

proceedings

Surname, Initial. (year of publication).
Title of article. In: Name initial and
surname of editor with (ed. or eds. in
parentheses). Name of publication in
italics. (pages from — to). Place of pub-
lication: Name of Publisher.

Example:

Petrovi¢, J. (2014). Note on the so-
called. the new French sociology and
its methodological consequences - a
review of the most important issues.
In: J. Petrovié, D. Dordevi¢ (eds) Re-
search of social phenomena: method-
ological considerations (213-222). Nis:
Filozofski fakultet Univeziteta u Nisu;
Masinski fakultet Univerziteta u Nisu
[In Serbian]

3.2.5 Daily newspaper articles

Surname, Initial. (year, month, day of
publication). Title of article. Title of
Newspaper in italics, p. X
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Example:
Vuleti¢, V. (2017, July 13). Region
and barriers. Politika, p. 28 [In Serbian]

3.2.6 Texts in periodicals (weekly,
bi-weekly, monthly, annual
publications)

Surname, Initial. (year, month, day of
publication). Title of article. Title of
publication, issue no., pages from — to.
(NO ABBREVIATION to “p)
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Example:

Comski, N. (2009, September, 4).
Victims of the Imperial Mentality of
the West (interview). HMH 3041, 19-21.
[In Serbian]

3.2.7 Citing unpublished doctoral

dissertation or master thesis

Surname, Initial. (year of defense). Ti-
tle of dissertation in italics. (doctoral
dissertation / master’s thesis). Name

of institution where the thesis was de-
fended, place [In Serbian].

3.2.8 Citing a doctoral dissertation

available in database

Surname, Initial. (year of defense). Title
of dissertation in italics (doctoral thesis
/ master’s thesis). Name of institution
where the thesis was defended, place.
Available at [In Serbian].









