
two FIRST PRIZES:  

Sara VUČUREVIĆ (1998): European Integration: Mini Schengen and Regional Cooperation 

(student of Faculty of Law, University of Novi Sad)  

This is the only award-winning paper on this topic. It presents an excellently structured 

chronology of "Mini Schengen" through a good understanding of the relationship between this association 

and the European integration process, including an analysis of the economic and political benefits of the 

offered initiative for our country and the region as a whole. Furthermore, it demonstrates enviable effort 

put in obtaining relevant literature (more than twenty bibliographic items), which the author then 

critically analyzed, taking a personal stand as to current political events.  

Before the dilemma highlighted in the chapter: Mini Schengen - an alternative or incentive for 

European integration?, the author leans towards analysts who do not see in that association negation of 

European integration, but a "training" and preparatory phase for this broader process. She considers that 

the dynamics of accession to the Union of Western Balkan countries would mutually connect these 

countries, so in the case of Mini Schengen realization, they would enter the EU "in a package." Yet, in 

conclusion, the author points to the undoubted fact that the perennial process of creating this association 

will encounter administrative and technical challenges such as harmonization of different customs tariff 

rates or revisions to free trade agreements countries have already made. Mature thinking and an objective 

view of the actual political situation give a serious tone to such an analysis.  

The jury finds that the work is studious (12 pages), presenting a visible knowledge of the subject 

and well-chosen arguments, and thoroughly answers the given topic, all in line with the set competition 

criteria.  

 

Milena NAŠPALIĆ (1998): Challenges and Perspectives of Modern Democracy (student of the 

Faculty of International Relations and World Politics at the Nizhny Novgorod State Linguistic University) 

 

The author of this paper highlighted the problems and dilemmas of modern democracy in a highly 

authentic way, primarily with reference to Serbia and its national interests. Inspired by the conflict of 

rights and forces to the detriment of rights and democracy in this context, she convincingly pointed to 

existing paradoxes of integration processes in the Western Balkans. She raises one important preliminary 

question: why did the need arise at all to reintegrate something that has been forcibly disintegrated? The 

text very convincingly points to the existing irony - "democratic countries" carried out aggression against 

the FRY without the consent of the United Nations Security Council, that is, contrary to the international 

law and the principles and standards of the current international order. A thesis especially beyond doubt is 

that the so-called "Kosovo" proclamation has not been democratic. The student living in our southern 

province did not address these issues only from a theoretical and speculative aspect. She rather imposed it 

as a real issue of everyday life and survival of people who have been defending the Serbian identity there 

for centuries. This is best reflected in her moving statement: "It is democracy that gives us the freedom to 

say what we think, to go where we want, to feel safe in every part of our country."  

The jury considers this work, with its originality in the critical analysis of double standards in the 

behavior of "leading" democracies, deserves every praise and, by its content, fully meets the set 

competition criteria.  

 

- two SECOND PRIZES:  



 

Predrag PIJEVČEVIĆ (2000): Challenges and Perspectives of Modern Democracy (student of 

Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade)  

To the title of the given topic (Challenges and Perspectives of Modern Democracy), the paper's 

author added the specification: "in the light of international influence on the sovereignty of states," 

framing and reducing his analysis to the problem thus posed. Thus, he imposed on himself a far more 

serious task, which he successfully solved despite its youth and inexperience. Through two chapters, the 

author analytically approached the problems related first to the Modern concept of sovereignty, where he 

examined the influence of international organizations, international NGOs and transnational corporations, 

and then analyzed Perspectives of preserving democracy, through the issue of increasing political 

participation of citizens, strengthening regional cooperation and adapting to modern political trends.  

The jury concludes that the author knows the subject matter well, shows independent thinking, 

and draws reasoned conclusions. The author pointed to the need to maintain balance in the presence and 

activities of non-governmental organizations and multinational companies and well explained the 

relationship between internal and external sovereignty. Of about twenty bibliographic units, many are in a 

foreign language, which is indeed commendable. Hence, the jury considers that this work completely 

meets the set competition criteria.  

 

Miroslav GOLUBOVIĆ (1997): Challenges and Perspectives of Modern Democracy (student of 

Faculty of Law, University of Belgrade)  

 

Although the work is not extensive (six pages of dense spacing), the author concisely presents his 

views, skillfully weighing the theses presented in the literature in political science, law, economics, etc. 

He critically reviews the thesis of the "end of history" (Fukuyama), according to which the end of 

bipolarism and complete global domination of the United States of America have brought historical 

conflicts to an end. The author concludes that the very original idea of liberal democracy, which implies 

acceptance and respect for mutual differences, in its final outcome led to an almost unipolar world. Also, 

the original principles of democracy, which basically proclaim equality, resulted in significant social 

stratification followed by establishing a specific economic elite. In that direction, he quotes Yuval Noah 

Harari and his claims that "liberalization and globalization are a huge racket empowering a tiny elite at 

the expense of the masses." The author, therefore, rightly concludes that in modern society, "the 

individual increasingly feels as if the future is passing him by."  

This candidate's work is one of the few that mentioned the 2008 world financial crisis and the 

Covid pandemic within this topic, pointing to major repercussions these phenomena have on social flows 

in our country and the world, and especially on the role of the state in their solving. In addition, the author 

made a good comparison between ancient and modern social-political phenomena, such as Pax Romana 

and Pax Americana. Another good point in the paper is that it also highlights the issue of the perspective 

of modern democracy, which is not always the case with other candidates' papers, even though the topic 

itself imposed it.  

Namely, the author started from the frequent claim that technological progress can lead to social 

unrest due to job loss and clearly concluded the need for education imposes itself as the only adequate 

response to the potential problem. Therefore, according to the author, it is imperative that democracy 

enables the establishment of equal opportunities in terms of education.  

Given the above arguments, the jury believes this work completely fulfills competition criteria.  



 

- THIRD PRIZE:  

Simeon PETKOVIĆ (1999): Challenges and Perspectives of Modern Democracy (student of 

Faculty of Law in Pale, Bijeljina Department)  

 

Although there is no direct reference to the literature in this paper, which could question its 

theoretical grounding, the author's text still attracted jury's attention because of its authentic honesty, free 

thinking, and interesting conclusions. Deliberations are likable and fetching, like the sentence that "books 

and literacy are key to preparing for the coming democracy." The jury highlights part of the work in 

which the author pays special attention to the qualification of stakeholders and parties and the role of 

these factors in democracy development.  

Before the phenomenon of "the forgotten groups those who suffer in silence" (Olson), thinking of 

the majority of the population which become a passive object after the elections, without the possibility to 

influence political processes, the author comes to the bold conclusion that perhaps we should try "tyranny 

of the masses," from which even the ancient thinkers shrank. He believes that with modern technological 

progress, such a form of democracy would be easiest to establish, and "democracy in its direct form as a 

novelty would be brought to its limits and making a quality judgment about its existence would be made 

possible."  

The jury accepts this conclusion as interesting thinking of a young author about the perspectives 

of modern democracy - although one can undoubtedly shrine from such an in vivo social experiment.  

Given the above arguments, the jury considers that this work fulfills competition criteria.  
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